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eirgcréu sva, foru Paéan [(ndirfelli] ok l(é_n'i_u*_. — :
at kveldi til Faxa-Drands; hann var vinr
Jokuls; varu i:>ar um nottina. Prandr atti hest
foxottan, er kalladr var Fr&gs{:axi; hann var
virkr at hestinum, ok l_o.-étti géa'r; var hann ok
gruggr til alls, bacdi vigs ok annars; hofdu
ﬂcstlr l:>at anr satt, at Brandr l—:c{%l atrinad a
f:axa Um morglnmn cPtlr var in sama hm’ﬁ nema meiri vasri. Pclr
vildu fara bra::ér l:)o’c’r: crgl batnadi. Brandr l’la{:él tialdat slcéa med
hadum olc beitt anr Faxa ok ]cvaé txa munclu hitta IJCIB baéa saman.
JQku" maf:lt: ,,Porstcmn o|< F’OI"]I’ slculu scijaslc i slcéa en vit

_]:axa-‘ranclr skulum ganga Fgr‘tr“ Pcir kému snimma dags undir
5ta|<|<gar6|nn, ok var ekki komit. ..
_F’clr l::racsr bléu til nons, o|< er sva var l(OlTlIt, F)a foru tx:lr JQI(U” ok
Faxa—-Branclr il sauéahuss f:mnboga, CF })ar var I-Ha garémum ok
: tol(u su|u cma o|< baru undlr garélnn I:Jar varu o|< hross er Pangat = ___-._.'j_f_
hofdu farit tl slﬂols ihridinni. Jokull skar I(ar|5|1Q1cu6 a su]ucndanum =
ok reist & runar mcs Q“um chlm Formaia, sem Fgr‘r var 5agc’5r 5:6an |
'c[ra chlcul meri eina, o|< opnuéu Lana hia bgostmu ok faerdu a
suluna ok letu l'lorFa heim & Borg, Foru SIgan heimleidis ok varu at
]:axan-Brancls um nottlna varu nu |<atir n}JQk um ]cvc|cltt JQI(U” _
macltl ,,Panmg ernd, F’orstcmn Fracndl, at I:>u cr[: madr m:klu vmsa:"l
= en ek ok att VII’HHCII"I, en i:)o er nt sva |<om|1: at vmlr mmlr duga nu cigl '_
| ~verr en Plnlr !39‘(‘(1[‘ mér sem Faxa-Brandr I“la‘Fl vel clugat - ,,Vel hcl:lr__:_
E)ranc{r gcftzk,“ ng:r F’orstcmn E)ranclr ma-:l’cl Gott cr s|tkum = =
:' ~ manni at cluga vid sem JQl(U” er, }:)vi at hann er fara II‘(I Pclr =
= = Faxa-‘randr ok quu“ kvadu Pctta gﬁm:ngavcsr verit Ha]ca o‘c-' ‘
= - lccnnclu l::at Hclgu fra E)org Peir komu I"ICIm, braedr, ok ur'Bu anlr__‘_.-.',_'_._-_
' - menn Pclm chnlr SPurélsk t)ctta nd um allar sveitir, ]wcrsu m:]cla__;f_i

= 5ncgpu E)orgarmcnn hgféu enn farit Fgrlr Iocun braaérum =
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Upplysingar

Pannig greinir Vatnsdeelasaga fra skiptum peirra Ingimundar-
sona vid pa Finnboga ramma og Berg hinn rakka. Finnbogi
hafdi skorad a Porstein til hdlmgongu, en Bergur a Jokul.
Skyldu peir maeta til hdlmsins ad akvednum tima fyrir nedan
bae Finnboga ad Borg. Ingimundarsynir, med hjalp Faxa-
Brands, skiludu ser til holmgongunnar a tilsettum tima en
Borgarmenn toldu pa ekki komast til stefnunnar vegna pess
gjorningarvedurs sem pa gekk yfir. Stadarnafnid Faxabrands-
stadir er ekki nefnt i Vatnsdaelasogu en geta ma ser til um hvar
beer Faxa-Brands hefur stadid ut fra leidarlysingum. Ferd
porsteins og Jokuls la fra Hofi um Undirfell og padan afram
yfir i Vididal til Borgar. Pad ma pvi aetla ad hann hafi stadid
utarlega, vestan ar i Vatnsdal. | Landnamabodk segir ad Faxa-
Brandur hafi buid ,fyrir ofan Hola" og er pa veentanlega att vid
Vatnsdalshola. K. Kalund getur sér pess til arid 1876 ad
beerinn sé sa sem nu kallist Vatnsdalsholar. Nokkru sidar, eda
arid 1886, hefur Sigurdur Vigfusson upplysingar um eydibyli
sem kallist Faxabrandsstadir og ad par votti fyrir girdingum og
toftarustum. Stadurinn var rannsakadur enn frekar af Brynjolfi

Brandr hatdi galdat sleda
med hadum ok beitt Fyrlr
Faxa ok kvad |:>a mundu
hitta leid bada saman.
Jéku” maelti: ,Porsteinn ok
Forir skulu se‘gask j slcéa

en vit ]:axa-Brandr skulum
ganga Fﬂﬂf‘.

Lz)ftrhyndir ehf.

Jonssyni arid 1894 sem gerdi uppdratt af pvi sem hann
taldi vera fornan skala. Svaedid var meelt upp og
rannsakad sumarid 2006 og ma par greina rustir margra
bygginga. Aberandi er myndarlegur baejarhdl (nr. 6) sem
ljost er ad hefur hladist upp um aldir. Skammt par fra ma
greina utlinur storrar byggingar (nr. 1) og leifar
vallargards (nr. 2). Mun pad vera skalarust su sem
Brynjolfur gerdi grein fyrir. Af utlinum hans ad daema er
liklega um fornan skala ad reeda en pad pyrfti ad
stadfesta med uppgrefti. Ljost er ad baejarstaedid er fornt
(1) og hefur ibudarhusid verid verid faert ur stad sidar (6).
| Jardabdk Arna og Péls fra 1713 er geti® um eydibylid
Haholt i landi Breidabolstadar og hafdi pa ekki byggt
veri® i 80 ar. A peim tima pekkja heimildarmenn
Jardabokar ekki til Faxabrandsstada enda ma telja
liklegt ad par sé i raun um baeinn Haholt ad reeda og
nafnid Faxabrandsstadir seu sidari tima tilgata um pad
hvar baer Brands hafi stadid. Minjarnar voru fridlystar af
pjodminjaveradi arido 1930.
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Information

According to the Book of Settlements, the first settler in
Vatnsdalur was Ingimundur the Aged, who arrived in Iceland
from Norway around 900 AD with his household. After this
time his sons divided their inheritance, and were chieftains in
the region. The Saga of the People of Vatnsdalur tells of their
dispute with Finnbogi the Mighty and Bergur the Bold who
lived in the next valley, Vididalur. Finnbogi had challenged
porsteinn to a duel, and Bergur had challenged Jokull. They
were to appear at a certain time below Finnbogi's farm at
Borg. When bPorsteinn and Jokull were due to fight their
duels, a storm was raging. They travelled from Hof to the
home of Faxa-Brandur, a friend of Jokull. “Brandur had a
horse with a coloured mane called Freysfaxi. He was fond of
the horse and thought it a good one; it was fearless in fighting
and when put to other uses. Many people felt sure that
Brandur placed special faith in Freysfaxi. The next morning
the same storm returned, only even worse. The brothers
wanted to get on their way, even though the weather did not
relent. Brandur had covered a sledge with hides and
harnessed Freysfaxi to it, and said that between them they
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would find their way. ... They arrived at the haystack wall early that
day, and no-one else was there.”

The brothers waited a long time there, but Finnbogi and Bergur
made no appearance, having believed that the weather would
prevent the duels taking place. bPorsteinn and Jokull then raised a
scorn-pole to highlight the disgrace of the men of Borg, who were
severely shamed for not turning up to fight.

Based on the topographical information in the saga, attempts have
been made to pinpoint the location of Faxa-Brandur's farmstead. At
the west of the valley is an ancient abandoned farm site, now
known as Faxabrandsstadir (Faxa-Brandur's Place). Traces of
enclosures and buildings are visible. The site was surveyed in the
summer of 2006, and remnants of many buildings were found.
Particularly noticeable is a large farm hillock (no. 6) which has
clearly built up gradually over the centuries. Nearby is the outline of
a large structure (no. 1), which s
probably an early longhouse. In 1930 the )
site was listed for conservation as a "4///’
heritage site by the Director of the 2 4
National Museum of Iceland. FAVER VEGAGERDIN

FORNLEIFAVERND
RIKISINS

Honnun: Teikn a lofti




