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Upplysingar

Porir hafurspjo bjé ad Nautabui; ,pad heitir nu ad Undunfelli®
segir i Vatnsdaelasogu. Porir var einn sona landnamsmannsins
Ingimundar gamla. Segir um Pori ad hann hafi verid ,veenn
madur og mikill vexti og haféi a sér kaupmanns adi“. Einn
sjukleika atti hann po vid ad strida, en stundum kom a hann
berserksgangur og ,potti pad pa med storum meinum um
pvilikann mann, pvi ad honum vard pad ad engum frama®.
Porir hafurspjo hlaut godord i arf eftir fodur sinn en sja ma i
frasogn Vatnsdeelasogu hér ad ofan hvernig godordid komst i
eigu Porsteins brodur hans og hvernig Porir vann bug a
sjukleika sinum. Bjargadi hann utburdinum, Porkeli kroflu, og
mun sa er ,solina hefir skapad” launad honum godverkid med
pvi ad veita honum laekningu. Porkell krafla atti sidar eftir ad
verda godi Vatnsdaelinga.

Arid 1886 dvaldi fornfreedingurinn Sigurdur Vigfusson ad
Kornsa, en skammt padan, sunnan vid baeinn, eru svokalladir
Nautabusmoar. Par sa hann mota fyrir girdingum og upp-
haekkunum sem audsjaanlega voru byggingarleifar. Taldi hann
ad par hefdi beerinn ad Nautabui verid par sem Porir hafurspjo

bj6. Baer pessi er ekki nefndur i Jardabdkinni fra 1706 og
ma pvi eetla ad jardabokarhofundar hafi ekki pekkt til
stadarins. Minjarnar voru rannsakadar arid 2006 og er
jost ad um fornt byli er ad reeda, myndarlegan bagjarhall
mead vallargardi i kring. Nordurhluti tungardsins hefur verid
jafnadur ut vegna tunasléttunar en baejarhollinn sjalfur er
oskertur. Grafid var litid snid i tungardinn til ad freista pess
ad greina aldur hans ut fra gjoskulogum. Ljost er ad hann
hefur upphaflega verid byggdur fyrir arid 1000 en sidan
hladinn upp aftur med torfi sem inniheldur Heklugjosku fra
1104. Baerinn hefur pvi verid i byggd i byrjun 12. aldar.
Vatnsdaelasaga er talin ritud um 1270 og ma pa aetla ad
beerinn ad Nautabui hafi verid kominn i eydi ef hofundur
litur svo a ad Porir hafi flutt sig sudur a nytt baejarsteedi og
kallad ,ad Undunfelli®. Flutningur Poris a samkvaemt
sogunni ad hafa att ser stad a 10. old. Hins vegar er |jost af
fornleifarannsokninni ad beaerinn i Nautabusmoum hefur
verid mun lengur i byggd. Minjarnar voru fridlystar af
pjoOminjaveradi arid 1931.

Nautabu

Information

pPorir hafurspjo (Goat-thigh) lived Nautabu, “now called
Undunfell,” according to Vatnsdeela saga. He was a son of
Ingimundur the Aged, one of the first settlers of Iceland. Porir is
described as “a fine man and big, with a talent for commerce.”
He had one ailment: he ran berserk (went into a frenzy) from
time to time, and “this was deemed a great fault in such a man,
and affected his reputation.” Porir took over the chieftainship
after his father's day. The above account from Vatnsdeela saga
tells how the chieftainship passed to his brother Porsteinn, and
how Porir overcame his illness. He saved the life of an infant
exposed and left to die, borkell krafla, and he “who created the
sun” rewarded him for his good deed by curing him. Porkell too
went on to be chieftain.

In 1886 antiquarian Sigurdur Vigfusson lived at Kornsa. Nearby
to the south is Nautabusmoéar (Nautabu Moor), where he
noticed traces of old buildings and enclosures. He believed this
was the site of Nautabu, home of Porir hafurspjo. The place is
not mentioned in the Register of Estates compiled in 1706, so
the compilers presumably did not know of it. Research was
carried out on the site in 2006, confirming that this was a
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homestead dating from the early years of Icelandic history: a
large farm mound surrounded by an enclosed field. The
northern part of the enclosing wall has been levelled, but the
hillock itself remains intact. A small trench was dug through the
turf wall, in order to attempt to date it by reference to tephra
layers, deposited by known volcanic eruptions.

It transpired that the wall was originally built before 1000 AD,
and later rebuilt using turf containing tephra from the eruption of
Mt. Hekla in 1104. The farmstead was thus inhabited in the early
12th century.

Vatnsdeaela saga is believed to have been written down around
1270. As the writer states that Porir had moved south to a place
called “Undunfell,” it is probable that Nautabu was abandoned
by the time the saga was written. According to the saga, Poriris
supposed to have moved Iin the 10th century, but the
archaeological evidence clearly

indicates that the farmstead at ,
Nautabusmoar was inhabited long ¢ '/4 7 4
after that. The site has been a £/ 4
listed heritage site since 1931. PRI

4
FORNLEIFAVERND
RIKISINS

Honnun: Teikn a lofti




