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1. Inngangur
Samkvamt [dgum um menningarminjar nr. 80/2012 veitir Minjastofnun islands leyfi til
fornleifarannsokna sem hafa jardrask i for med sér, setur reglur um veitingu leyfa og
hefur eftirlit med peim. I 11. 1id 4. gr. reglna nr. 621/2019 um veitingu leyfa til
fornleifarannsdkna sem hafa jardrask i for med sér segir:
Ad lokinni vettvangsrannsokn hvers ars skal skila inn til Minjastofnunar islands
eydubladi par sem fram koma grunnupplysingar um gang rannséknarinnar pad arid.
Minjastofnun Islands mun gefa ut yfirlit yfir fornleifarannséknir hvers ars sem byggir
& pessum upplysingum.
Arid 2023 voru veitt leyfi til 56 fornleifarannsékna. Visindarannsoknir voru 30,
rannsoknir vegna framkveemda voru 23, bjérgunarrannsoknir voru 1 og 2 leyfi voru
vegna eftirlits med framkveemdum. Tveer rannsoknir féru ekki fram og voru
fornleifarannséknir med jardraski pvi alls 54.
Rannsoknirnar eru settar upp i kafla eftir minjasveedum pannig ad byrjad er a
hofudborgarsvaedinu og farid réttselis kringum landid og endad & Reykjanesi. |
kaflanum  ,Rannséknir  Minjastofnunar  Islands* er gerd grein fyrir
kénnunarrannséknum Minjastofnunar & arinu.
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2. Reykjavik og nagrenni

Mynd 2. Yfirlitsmynd af uppgraftarsvaedi AC sem synir meint eldhis (nr. 22) lengst til vinstri og
byggingu nr. 25 lengst til haegri. Ljiésmynd: Sélrdn Inga Traustadottir.

2.1 Fornar raetur Arbejar

Leyfishafi: Solrdn Inga Traustadottir Fyrirtaeki/stofnun: Haskoli
Islands/Borgarségusafn Reykjavikur

Rannsoknarnimer: 201606-0078 NUmer PIMS: 2023-13

Stadsetning: A 362653 N 404777 Péstnumer: 110 Reykjavik

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 4.5.2023 Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 2.6.2023

Tegund rannsoknar: visindarannsékn = Adferd: uppgroftur

Vettvangsrannsokn i Arbae i Reykjavik stod yfir dagana 4. mai - 2. juni 2023 og
toku alls fimm fornleifafraedingar patt &samt 9 nemendum en vettvangsnamskeid
Haskola Islands, FOR406, hefur farid fram & Arbeejarsafni & hverju ari fra arinu
2018. Grafid var & tveimur svaedum, likt og undanfarin ar; & baejarhdlnum (AC)
og i 6skuhaug (B). Ahersla var 16gd & tveer byggingar & baejarh6lnum, annarsvegar
nr. 22 og hinsvegar nr. 25. Utveggir hlédunnar, sem byggd var um 1910 og st6d a
sveedinu til arsins 1949, raska badum byggingunum. Fjarleegd voru nokkur jardlog
sem tilheyrdu byggingu 22 og samanstéou af golflogum, mdosku og
torfbléndudum lsgum. Ut fra einkennum gdlflaga sem syna bruna in situ er ljost
ad eldstaedi/hlooir hafa verid i byggingunni, stadsett vestar fyrir utan ndverandi
uppgraftarsveaedi og pvi annadhvort undir bajarhdsunum eda undir dreni vid
austurgafl hasanna. 1 gélflogum fundust m.a. jarngripir og kritarpipuhaus.
Torfveggir i byggingunni eru prenns konar og ma asztla ad hun hafi tekid
breytingum i gegnum tidina og veggir lagfaerdir, rymid minnkad og steekkad eftir
poérfum. A pessu stigi mals er talid ad byggingin hafi pjonad hlutverki eldhdss fyrir
ibda Arbajar og var i notkun einhverntimann & timabilinu 16.-18. &ld.
Bygginguna & pé eftir ad fullgrafa og pvi ekki 6l kurl komin til grafar um aldur
hennar og hlutverk.
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Bygging 25 la undir gjosku ur Koétlu 1500 ad hluta til, austanmegin. Hluti hennar
gengur undir uppistandandi bajarhas & bajarhélnum til sudurs. Mikid og pétt
torfhrun var fjarlegt innan ar byggingunni auk mééskulaga sem virdast frekar
hafa verid hent inn i bygginguna frekar en ad um golflog sé ad reeda. I mésskunni
fannst litil skaft kola i tveimur bdtum ar ljésgreenum steini, sennilega ar
"Esjubergi”. I torfhruninu fannst afldella (botngjall) Gr smidjuafli. EkKi er haegt
ad segja til um hlutverk byggingarinnar ad svo stéddu pvi eiginlegt golf hennar
hefur ekki komid i 1jés. Vonandi skyrist petta a naesta uppgraftar misseri.

I 6skuhaugnum var 16gd ahersla & austurhluta hans, beint nordan vid smidjuna.
par kom i lj6és nidurgréftur med grjoti i SA horni uppgraftarsvaedisins. 1
fyllingunni fundust glerbrot og vidarskaft med malmkulu 4 enda, mdgulega skeid.
Sennilega er um ad raeda leifar af mannvirki sem var stadsett par sem smidjan var
byggd um 1960 & safnasvaedinu og er fra ca. 19. 6ld. Auk pessa voru modskuldg og
torfbléndud 16g fjarleegd og sigtud Ur éskuhaugnum. Helstu gripir sem fundust i
haugnum eru fra 18.-20.61d; postulin, glerbrot, leirker, kritarpipur, hnifar, naglar
og dyrabein.

English Summary

Open excavation was carried out at Arbar farm mound in Reykjavik May 4t - June 2nd
2023. The farm mound is located within the Arbaer Open-Air Museum. Five archaeologists
and 9 students took part in the fieldwork. The field course in archaeology (FOR406) of the
University of Iceland has been an annual event at Arbaer since 2018. Excavation continued
in the same areas as past years; area AC (east of the Arbar farmhouse) and area B (next to
the smithy in the museum area) where the midden is situated.

Emphasis was placed on two buildings in area AC this year, building no. 22 and 25. These
buildings have both been truncated by a later building in the area, a barn from the 20t
century. Several deposits belonging to building 22 were removed, consisting of floor layers,
peat-ash and turf-debris. The floor deposits indicate that a fireplace was present in the
building, located to the west, outside the current excavation area, either under current
farmhouses or under their drainage. The floor deposits included iron artifacts and a
claypipe. There are three types of turf walls in the building, an indication that it has been
changed over time, walls have been repaired and the space reduced and enlarged as
needed. The building is thought to have served the inhabitants of Arbar as a kitchen
sometime between 16t-18t century. However, it has not been fully excavated so this
interpretation might change.

The east part of building no. 25 is located below tephra in situ from the 1500 AD (Katla
eruption). Its southern part extends in the south profile of the excavation area under Arbeer
farmhouses. Dense and thick turf-collapse was removed from inside the structure, along
with peatash deposits. No "proper" floor deposits have been found and the peatash looks
more like a series of dumps rather than a floor. A small oil lamp was found within the
peatash, made of a light-coloured stone, probably originated in the mountain Esja, located
close by. Another object of interest, found in the turf-collapse, was a heavy circular shape
slag, from a iron working furnace. At his point it is hard to determine the function of this
building but hopefully this will be sorted out next excavation season.

Focus was set on the east part of the midden, located north of the smithy in the museum
area. A cut with stone foundation was discovered at the SA corner of the excavation area.
Within the fill of the cut a wooden handle was found that had a metal ball at one end along
with glass fragments. The wooden handle could be part of a spoon. The stone foundation
is probably from a late structure from the 19th century that was located where the smithy
is now. Other artifacts retrieved from the midden are from 18th-20th century; glass &
pottery sherds, iron nails & knives, claypipes & animal bones.
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Mynd 3. Grunnur Pormédsstadabajarinns i skurdi 9. Horft i nordvestur. Ljésmynd: Hildur
Gestsdottir.
2.2  Leikskolinn Seeborg - Reykjavik
Leyfishafi: Hildur Gestsddttir Fyrirteki/stofnun: Fornleifastofnun
Islands ses. P
Rannsoknarnumer: 202306-0038 Numer PIMS: 2023-35
Stadsetning: A 355917 N 406956 Pdostnumer: 107 Reykjavik
Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 10.7.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 28.7.2023
Tegund rannséknar: Adferd: kdnnunarskurdir
framkvaemdarannsokn

Hja Reykjavikurborg eru fyrirhugadar framkvaeemdir vid leiksk6lann Saeborg sem
stendur vid Starhaga 11. Stefnt er ad pvi ad reisa vidbyggingu sudvestan vid
naverandi leikskélabyggingu, samhlida pvi ad leikskélalodin verdi staekkud til
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sudavesturs ad reidhjdlastig sem par liggur. Einnig er stefnt ad pvi ad endurhanna
leikskélalodina. Leikskolinn stendur a bajarstedi bormodsstada, en elstu
heimildir um hann eru fra 19. 61d. [ umségn Minjastofnunar Islands um verkefnid
var farid fram a ad um 10% af framkvemdasveedinu yrdi rannsakad med
prufuskurdum. Grafnir voru 19 prufuskurdir um 168ina, og ahersla 16gd & pau
svaedi par sem vidbyggingin mun standa auk peirra sveeda par sem pekktar minjar
voru skradar. I 1jos kom ad sveedinu hefur mikid verid raskad vegna framkveemda
a 20. 6ld, og toluvert af natimauppfyllingu sem tengist landslagsmétun, vidast
hvar um 0,5 m, en hatt i 2 m par sem mest var. A peim sl6dum par sem elsti
Pormddsstadabarinn stéd komu i 1jés mjog roskud modsku- og torflog (611 med
19./20. aldar keramiki og gleri), en engin mannvirki.

Innan leikskdlalédarinnar komu leifar af grunni sidasta bérmodstadabaejarins i
ljés, en hann var steinhladinn um aldamétin 1900. Grunnurinn er rétt sunnan vid
sudurhorn naverandi leikskdlabyggingar. Hann var hladinn ar tilhdggnu grjoti og
steypu. Berinn var rifinn & sjéunda aratug sidustu aldar, og pegar pad var gert
hefur grunnurinn verid fylltur med grus og rusli (t.d. reidhjél, dekk, oliubrasar).

English Summary

The City of Reykjavik has plans to build an extension the kindergarten Saborg (Starhagi
11). The new building is due to be built southwest of the current kindergarten, with the
extension of the ground to the southwest to run alongside a cycle path which runs there.
The kindergarten stands on the former farm-site of bormdédsstadir. The earliest records of
this farm date to the 19th century. The Cultural Heritage Agency of Iceland deemed that a
preliminary archaeological excavation needed to be carried out at the site, with test
trenching of up to 10% of the site. A total of 19 trenches were excavated, with an emphasis
placed on the area of the proposed new building, as well as those where archaeological
survey indicated possible archaeology. The investigation indicated that the area had been
heavily disturbed by development work in the 20th century, as well as a large amount of
soils and gravel having been placed at the site to landscape it, in most places around 0.5m,
but up to 2m where it was the deepest. In the area where the survey indicated that the
earliest turf built Pormddstadir farm may have stood, only heavily turbated peat-ash and
turf deposits were recovered, containing 19th-20th century ceramics and glass, but no
structural remains.

Inside the current kindergarten grounds the stone-foundations of the last Pormdédstadir
farm building, built around 1900, were revealed, immediately south of the southern corner
of the current buildings at the site. The farmhouse was built of cut stone and concrete. The
farm was torn down in the 1960's, and when this was done its foundations were filled with
gravel and garbage (for example a bicycle, car tyre, oilcans).
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Mynd 4. Vatnsendahvarf i Képavogi. Ljosmynd: Sélveig G. Beck.

2.3 Vatnsendahvarf i Képavogi

Leyfishafi: Solveig G. Beck Fyrirteki/stofnun: Fornleifastofnun
Islands ses.

Rannsoknarnumer: 202308-0167 Numer PIMS: 2023-68

Stadsetning: A 362706 N 401820 Pdéstnumer: 203 Képavogur

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 8.9.2023 Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 14.9.2023

Tegund rannséknar: Adferd: kdnnunarskurdir

framkvaemdarannsokn

Markmid vettvangsrannsoknar var ad kanna edli og aldur priggja minjastada
innan 29 ha skipulagssvaedis i Vatnsendahvarfi i Kopavogi. Innan pessa svedis er
radgert ao reisa nytt ibudarhverfi, sem og pjonustu- og Utivistarsvaedi i tengslum
vid pad. I umsdgn Minjastofnunar Islands (fra 26. juni 2023) var gerd krafa um
ad rannsaka nanar aldur, umfang og edli priggja minja & svaedinu sem adur voru
skradar af Bjarna F. Einarssyni arid 2022. Skurdur skyldi tekinn i eitt gardlag af
fjorum (nr. 95-96) nyrst & svadinu, fast austan vid steinsteypt hds sem hysir
starfsemi Milu, sem og hringlaga toft (nr. 93). Ad auki skyldi taka borkjarnasyni
i 1 m djupri, kassalaga deeld eda nidurgreftir (nr. 97), i brekkunni & austanverdu
svaedinu ofan vid Alfkonuhvarf.

Rannsdknir leiddu i 1jés ad gardlag 95b var hladid ur jardvegi og torfi, nokkud
hrodvirknislega, en hlutverk pess er dljost. Téft 93 var einnig hladin ar torfi og
matti greina 3-5 umfor strengs i veggjum hennar. Engar eldri minjar voru undir
mannvirkjunum. T badum skurdum komu i 1jos tvo gjoskuldég sem Magnus A.
Sigurgeirsson jarofredingur greindi. SG yngri var Katla 1500 en sU eldri
Midaldalagid fra byrjun 13. aldar. Badi gardlag og toft eru ofan vid K-1500. 1
tilfelli gardsins 95b voru greinilegar leifar K-1500 i torfinu og er hann hladinn
nokkud 16ngu eftir ad K-1500 gjéskan fellur. Mjog liklegt er ad gardlagio tengist
starfsemi RikisUtvarpssins & svaedinu a 20. 6ld, enda sést pad mjog greinilega &
gdémlum loftmyndum Landmaelinga islands fra arinu 1954. T6ft 93 virdist hins
vegar sitja svo til beint ofan 4 K-1500 sem geeti gefid til kynna ad um nokkud

Minjastofnun Islands
2024

9/103



Yfirlit yfir fornleifarannséknir 2023

gamla toft sé ad raeda. PO er ekki Gtilokad ad torf og jardvegur ofan &4 K-1500 hafi
verid skorin i burtu vid gerd téftarinnar, og er nakveemur aldur hennar pvi 6viss.
Engin mannvistarldg fundust innan i toftinni og eru pau liklega horfin i grasrét
eda vegna rofs & svaedinu. Hlutverk hennar er 6pekkt en stadsetning og hringlaga
form hennar geeti gefid visbendingu um ad hér sé um litla fjarborg ad reda.
Vid borkjarnarannsékn i kassalaga deeld nr. 97 fundust engin greinileg gjoskulég,
liklega vegna landrofs svo ofarlega & Vatnsendahad. Engin mannvistarldg
fundust i botni eda inngangi deeldarinnar og engir torfveggir eda upphledslur
komu heldur i ljés. Ofarlega i borkjarna Gr midju deeldar fundust leifar af

rydgudum jarnflogum sem hugsanlega geetu verid leifar af barujarnspaki. |
pessari deeld hefur hugsanlega verid kartéflugeymsla, eda einhvers konar skjol
eda adhald & stridsarunum, en mannvirkid er mjog liklega fra 20. 6ld. Adeins téft
93 geeti pvi hugsanlega talist eiginleg fornleif, en ndkveemur aldur er 4viss.

English Summary

The aim of this research project was to try and shed light on the possible dating and
function of three archaeological structures in Vatnsendahvarf in Képavogur, surveyed by
Bjarni F. Einarsson in 2022. Single test trenches were taken into turf wall (no. 95b) and a
small circular structure (no. 93), and a single depression (no. 97) was cored to detect
possible human habitation. Two tephra layers were detected in the area, Katla 1500 and
ML ~1226, identified by geologist Magnis A. Sigurgeirsson, ISOR. Turf wall 95b was
coarsely built and likely from the early 20th century. Its purpose is unclear but is likely
connected to the presence of the Icelandic Broadcasting Network on Vatnsendahad since
the 1920s. Depression 97 revealed no indication of human occupation besides a few
fragments of rusted corrugated iron. No clear indications of tephra layers are clearly
associated with the depression, that is most likely to be an old, down-dug potato storage
or remnants from WWII. The turf walls of structure 93 sit almost directly on top of the K-
1500 tephra but there are no clear indications of floor formations within it. This structure
is most likely to be a sheep shelter, but its exact age is unclear. Neither the turf wall nor
the structures had any earlier remains below the surface structures.
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2024
Mynd 5. Lagnaskurdurinn i Skélabra. Ljésmynd: Lisabet Gudmundsdottir.
2.4  Skolabru Reykjavik. Framkveemdaeftirlit
Leyfishafi: Lisabet Gudmundsdottir Fyrirteeki/stofnun: Fornleifastofnun
Islands ses.
Ranns6knarnumer: 202304-0025 NUmer pIJMS: 2023-13 £
Stadsetning: A 357018 N 4088161 Pdéstnumer: 101 Reykjavik
Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 2.5.2023 Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 24.5.2023
Tegund rannséknar: Adferd: blondud tekni
framkvaemdarannsokn

Vegna endurnyjunar lagna fyrir framan 160ir Leekjargotu 10 og Skolabri 2 for
Minjastofnun Islands fram & framkveemdaeftirlit. Vid pa vinnu komu i 1jés
bléndud mannvistarldg fra 19. og 20. 6ld auk eldri minja sem tengjast busetu vid
Leekinn & 10. 6ld. bratt fyrir ad minjarnar hafi verid raskadar ma atla ad pessar
elstu minjar hafi verid hluti af skalabyggingu sem rannsakadur var arid 2015. Um
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er ad raeda veggjabrot sem tilheyroi eystri langvegg auk stodarhola og golflaga.
Par med er hagt ad segja med nokkru 6ryggi ad skalinn hafi allavega verid um 30
m a lengd ef ekki lengri. Ad auki fundust ruslalég um 10 m austar, liklegast vid
leekjarbakka Laeksins. bar hefur verid tiltdlulega blautt i gegnum tidina sem leiddi
til pess ad lifreen vardveisla var afar géd. Synir rannsékn sem pessi fram & hversu
mikilvaegt framkveemdaeftirlit er i midbae Reykjavikur pvi hver einasti skurdur
getur aukid skilning okkar & basetupréun i Reykjavik.

English Summary

Due to the renewal of pipes and cables in front of Lekjargata 10 and Skélabru 2 in
downtown Reykjavik, a watching brief was conducted. This revealed disturbed deposits
dating to the 19th and 20th centuries, as well as deposits dating to the 10th century. The
older remains were part of a Viking Age longhouse excavated in 2015. Part of the eastern
wall was recorded along with floor layers and postholes. Around 10 m east of the longhouse
were midden deposits with extremely good organic preservation. The area was most likely
close to the old riverbed and relatively wet throughout. The study shows how important
watching briefs is in the centre of Reykjavik. Even though the area investigated is not large,
it can add invaluable information about the history of Reykjavik.
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Leyfishafi: Jéhanna Valgerdur Fyrirtaeki/stofnun: Fornleifastofnun
Gudmundsdottir islands ses.
Rannsoknarnumer: 202309-0134 Numer PIMS: 2023-74 !
Stadsetning: A 64.149.072 N Pdéstnumer: 101 Reykjavik
21.949.550
Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 5.10.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 13.10.2023
Tegund rannséknar: Adferd: blondud tekni
framkvaemdarannsokn

Minjastofnun 6skadi eftir eftirlit med framkvemdum & gatnamo6tum
Hrannarstigs og Oldugdtu. A herforingjaradskorti séast teikning af tveimur
atihdsum & svaedinu en buid er ad jarovegsskipta nidur a klépp & svaedinu svo
engar fornleifar var ad sja & svaedinu.

English Summary

The Cultural Heritage Agency requested supervision of construction works at the
intersection of Hrannarstig and Oldugata. A drawing of two outhouses in the area was seen
on the military commander's council map, but the soil has been replaced completely with
landfill material in the area, so no archaeological material was at the site.
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Mynd 7. Hledsla i nordurenda kénnunarskurdar 1. Ljésmynd: Hermann Jakob Hjartarson.

2.6 Konnunarskurdur vid Ulfarsfell

Leyfishafi: Hermann Jakob Hjartarson = Fyrirtaeki/stofnun: Antikva ehf

Rannsoknarnimer: 202307-0116 NUmer PIMS: 2023-57
Stadsetning: A 366665 N 408562 Postnumer: 113 Reykjavik
Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 31.7.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 3.8.2023
Tegund rannséknar: Adferd: kdbnnunarskurdir
framkvaemdarannsokn

Vegna fyrirhugadra framkvaemda vid Ulfarsfell var grafinn kénnunarskurdur. Til
stéd ad fara i framkveemdir vid bajarhlsin. Byggja atti nyjan Kjallara,
kjallaratroppur og Utskot til sudurs fra naGverandi husi. 1 vettvangsferd
starfmanna Minjastofnunar Islands i mai 2023 vard ljost ad bearinn er byggdur
inn i baejarhél. Ao kréfu Minjastofnunar purfti pvi ad fara fram fornleifarannsékn
4 stadnum &dur en framkvemdir hafust. Kanna atti astand peirra minja sem
kynnu ad leynast undir sverdi og hvort eldri mannvistarleifar veeru par undir.
Grafinn var 9x1 m stér kdnnunarskurdur. Helstu nidurstddur eru ad i sudurhluta
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skurdarins var ad finna mannvirki sem liklega er fra middéldum. Grafid var nidur
a torfveggi og mannvistarlég i sudurenda skurdarins. I bléndudu lagi undir
mannvirkinu var ad finna gjésku fra 1226 en engir gripir fundust. Liklega er um
eitt mannvirki ad raeda en ekki er 1j6st hvada hlutverk pad haféi.

I nordurenda kénnunarskurdarins var grafin fram hledsla sem sast ad hluta &
yfirbordi fyrir uppgréft. Um er ad raeda tilhdggna steinhledslu sem er um 7 m ad
lengd og 1 m ad had. Einnig kom i ljés énnur hledsla sem hafdi 6rlitid adra stefnu
en hin hledslan. bessar hledslur eru mun yngri en pad sem fannst i sudurenda
kénnunarskurdarins, liklega fra 19. éld.

English Summary

In relation to construction work planned at Ulfarsfell in Reykjavik a test trench, 9x1 m in
size, was dug at the site.

In the south end of the trench a structure or house that probably dates from the 13th-15th
century was found. Turf walls and other cultural layers were recorded. It is not clear what
kind of house or structure this is; no artifacts were found inside it.

Other wall features were found in the north end of the test trench. A wall built of stones,
also visible from the surface, and another wall made of stone and turf. These features are
younger than the one in the south end of the test trench, probably from the 19th century.
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Raudavatn

Téft 260-160

Mynd 8. Stadsetningarkort sem synir afstodu fornleifa innan rannséknarsvedis. Breytt loftmynd:
Loftmyndir ehf / Stefan Olafsson.

2.7 Rannsokn 4 to6ft vegna breikkunar

Sudurlandsvegar milli Baejarhals og Holmsar

Leyfishafi: Stefan Olafsson Fyrirteeki/stofnun: Fornleifastofnun

Islands ses.
Rannsoknarnumer: 202310-0104 Numer PIMS: 2023-78
Stadsetning: A364633 N403519 Pdéstnumer: 110 Reykjavik
Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 1.11.2023 Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 1.11.2023
Tegund rannséknar: Adferd: Kdnnunarskurdir
Framkveemdarannsokn

Fyrirhugad er ad tvofalda Sudurlandsveg fra vegamétum vid Baejarhals ad Holmsa
ofan Reykjavikur og munu peer framkvemdir hafa mismikil ahrif & paer fornleifar
sem eru i nagrenni nudverandi vegar. Sem métvagisadgerdir vid pessar
framkvaemdir for Minjastofnun islands fram & ad grafinn yrdi kénnunarskurdur
i toft 260-160 i landi Grafar (sj&: Anna lisa Gudmundsdottir (2010).
Fornleifaskraning vegna tvoféldunar Sudurlandsvegar fra gatnamétum vio

Vesturlandsveg austur ad Holmsa. Minjasafn Reykjavikur, bls. 19: Grof 181179

260 - 160).
Toft 260-160 er austan Sudurlandsvegar vio vesturstrond Raudavatns, a litlu nesi
sunnan Sandvikur, milli reidvegar og gongustigs. Samkvemt krofu

Minjastofnunar atti skurdurinn ad na fra midri t6ft og Ut i gegnum vegg til ad
athuga med byggingarlag og aldur hennar.

Grafinn var teplega 5 m langur skurdur sem var um 1 m & breidd i gegnum
austurvegg téftarinnar. Vegghledslan reyndist torfhladin en sennilega nokkud
ung. I nordursnidi saust gjoskuslitrur sem syni var tekid ar og hefur pad verid sent
til greiningar. Ekkert sast i snidi skurdarins sem geeti gefid skyra visbendingu um
hlutverk toftar en liklegast verdur ad teljast ad um heystadi sé ad reeda. P4 tulkun
yroi po ad stydja betur med pvi ad skoda betur hvernig umhverfi téftarinnar hefur
breyst, hvort engi hafi verid par nearri.
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English Summary

Several archaeological sites are likely to be disturbed due to the planned widening of
Sudurlandsvegur from Bajarhals to Hélmsa. Minjastofnun Islands therefore ordered that
a ruin 260-160 in Grafar's land (see: Anna Lisa Gudmundsdottir (2010).
Fornleifaskraning vegna tvoféldunar Sudurlandsvegar fra gatnamétum vid
Vesturlandsveg austur ad Hélmsa. Minjasafn Reykjavikur, bls. 19: Grof 181179 260 - 160)
should be investigatied with a test trench. The ruin 260-160 is east of Sudurlandsvegur on
the west shore of Raudavatn, on a small ness south of Sandvik, between a riding path and
a foot path. According to the Minjastofnun's requirement, the test trench should extend
from the middle of the ruin and through the wall in order to find out how the structure was
made and from which time period it was.

A 5x1m long trench was excavated through the east wall of the ruin. The wall was made of
turf but probably quite young. In the northern profile a streak of tephra was seen, from
which a sample was taken and sent for analysis. Nothing can be said with certainty about
the function of the ruin, but it is most likely a haystack. However, that interpretation would
have to be better supported by taking a closer look at how the ruins environment has
changed, whether there were any fields nearby.

Minjastofnun Islands
2024

17/103



Yfirlit yfir fornleifarannséknir 2023

Mynd 9. Yfirlitsmynd af framkveemdasveedinu vid Artun Kjalarnesi. Ljosmynd: Stefan Hjalti
Gardarsson.

Leyfishafi: Vala Gardarsdottir Fyrirtaeki/stofnun: VG
fornleifarannsoknir

Rannsdknarnumer: 202009-0089 NuUmer PIMS: 2023-58
Stadsetning: A 362701 N 421662 Péstnumer: 116 Reykjavik
Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 7.8.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 20.10.2023

Tegund rannséknar: Aodferd: Uppgroftur
Framkveemdarannsokn

Ljost er ad mannvist i vid og baejarstaedi Artins & sér langa ségu. Ritadar heimildir
geta Artans allt aftur til 1500. Mannvist & sveedinu er greinileg fyrir pann tima, en
ekkert er haegt ad segja hvers edlis né hversu umfangsmikil hiin var sokum baedi
framkveemda i natima og eins eru mannvistarlog ryr.

Svadid var raskad og var Ovenju ryrt af minjum midad vid nalegd vid
beejarstaedio, en augljés merki um mannvist i p6 sterilum jardvegi sem voru vid
LNL in situ og allt til okkar dags - birtist pad pa i kolaskellum, érkolum og
modskuskellum. Mannvist fra elstu tid er pvi nalaegt en ekki innan fyrirhugads
framkvaemdasvadis.

Augljésasta skyringin & pessum skorti er p6 st ad ummerki eldri mannvistar sé
ad mestu nordan vid og undir naverandi bajarstedi og sunnan og vestan vid
baeinn hafi ad mestu verid engi og minni verkstzdi.

English Summary

The result of the excavation is that in the close vicinity of the construction area is obvious
cultural activity from the 10th century until present time. However, there is only fragile
indications seen in otherwise sterile layers mainly bits of charcoal, microcharcoal and
peatash reflecting a household in close by. The farmstead that is known from the written
sources is still standing (under turf) and relatively intact, giving so, the obvious conclusion
is that older remains are under the farmstead, under the modern highway or removed
when the older highway was laid.

Minjastofnun Islands
2024

18/103



Yfirlit yfir fornleifarannséknir 2023

3. Vesturland

Mynd 10. Marine archaeologist Dr. Kevin Martin carrying out a diving inspection of side-scan targets
at Arnarstapi (KM 2023). Ljésmynd: K. Martin.

3.1  Arnarstapi og Budir. Nedansjavarrannsokn

Leyfishafi: Kevin Martin
Rannsdknarnumer: 202303-0133 NUmer PIMS: 2023-10
Stadsetning: A 280351 N 482896 Péstnumer: 356 Snafellsbaer

Fyrirteki/stofnun: Sjalfsteett starfandi

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 27.8.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 6.9.2023

Tegund rannséknar: visindarannsékn = Adferad: fjarkdnnun

Arnarstapi

Nedansjavarfornleifafraedingarnir Dr Kevin Martin, Jens Lindstém, Nordic
Maritime Group (NMG) og Dr Philipp Grassel (German Maritime Museum)
framkveemdu nokkrar nedansjavar-fornleifa-kdnnunar-kafanir a nokkrum
stédum sem hofdu fundist i hljédsjarkdnnun (e. sonar targets) i fjarkdbnnun vid
strandlengju Arnarstapa i agust 2023. Verkefnid var framkvemt med styrk fra
Fornminjasjodi 2023 med ranns6knarnamer 202303-01331. Merktu sveedin (e.
Targets) voru tilgreind med fjarkdbnnun (side scan sonar) sem ekki raskar eda
hefur ahrif & rannsoknarsvaedid, sem hofundur og Jens Lindstom framkvaemdu i
september 2022 (nr. 2871), (Martin & Lindstrém 2022). Markmidid med
fjarkbnnuninni var ad finna moguleg fornleifacinkenni eda fornminjar sem
tengjast notkun hafnarinnar fyrr & 6ldum og pa serstaklega minjar sem tengjast
einokunartimanum 1602-1787. Athugunin var framkvemd til ad stadfesta og
sannreyna pessa adferdafraedi vid konnun & fornleifum nedansjavar og pa til ad
préa hana frekar til nytingar i framtidinni vido kdnnun 4 mégulegum fornleifum
nedanvatns & Islandi. Fjarkénnunin var framkveemd Gr uppblasnum Zodiak bat
sem dro & eftir sér sonarskanna yfir pvert yfir fyrrfram &kvedid svaedi i snidi viod
strandlinuna. Svadi upb 2,5 km2 var kannad a 2-40m dypt. Alls voru 13
mdogulegar fornleifar greindar en adeins einn reyndist vera slikur.
Grundarfjérour

Yfir fimm daga timabil, i lok &gust og byrjun september 2023, framkveemdu
nedansjavarfornleifafreedingarnir Dr. Kevin Martin, Jens Lindstrém (Nordic
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Maritime Group) og Dr. Philipp Grassel (German Maritime Museum) oraskandi
hlidarsénarskdnnun. Rannsdknarnamer vegna verkefnisins er 3169. Side-scan
sonar survey i Grundarfirdi asamt nokkrum sérvéldum nedansjavar
konnunarkéfunum. Markmid verkefnisins var ad greina mogulegar fornleifar
nedansjavar og mogulegan menningarségulegan arf i tengingu vid ségu svaedisins
sem vidskiptahdofn & timum doénsku einokunarverslunarinnar 1602-1787.
Hlidarsénarskonnuninvar framkvemd yfir prja daga ar uppblasnum zodiac
gummibat sem dré & eftir sér skannann eftir akvedonum leidum sem eru samsida
strandlengjunni. Alls var um 4.6 km2 svadi skannad a 3-30 m dypi. Alls fundust
61 einkenni e. submerged sonar targets par af voru 13 skodud nanar med
rannséknarkdfun. Adeins eitt einkenni M230829 26 reyndist hafa
menningarsdgulegt gildi. Nedansjavarfornleifarannséknin var framkveemd yfir
tveggja daga timabil, ad mestu leiti i purrum adsteedum en vindasémum.

English Summary

Arnarstapi

During a 3-day period in late August 2023, marine archaeologists Dr Kevin Martin, Jens
Lindstrdm Nordic Maritime Group (NMG) and Dr Philipp Grassel (German Maritime
Museum) carried out a series of underwater archaeological inspection dives on a group of
previously identified sonar targets around the coastline of Arnarstapi. The project was
funded by a research grant from the Forminjasjodur 2023 fund under the research permit
number 202303-01331. The targets were previously identified from a non-invasive remote
sensing side-scan sonar survey carried out by the author and Jens Lindstrém in September
2022 (nr. 2871), (Martin & Lindstrom 2022). The aim of the sonar survey was to identify
potential underwater archaeological features and cultural deposits connected with the
historic use of the port as a trade centre particularly during the Danish Trade Monopoly
Period 1602-1787. The survey was conducted as a proof-of- concept exercise in order to
develop a viable survey methodology for further maritime archaeological research in
Iceland. The side-scan survey was conducted from an inflatable zodiac boat towing a sonar
fish behind along overlapping transects parallel with the coastline. An area of
approximately 2.5sgkm was surveyed with a depth range of 2-40m. In total 13 potential
underwater archaeological targets were identified and only one target proved to be of
cultural significance.

Grundarfjorour

During a 5-day period in late August, early September 2023, marine archaeologists Dr
Kevin Martin, Jens Lindstrom Nordic Maritime Group (NMG) and Dr Philipp Grassel
(German Maritime Museum) carried out a non-invasive side-scan sonar survey within
Grundarfjorour bay followed up by a series of underwater archaeological inspection dives
on selected sonar targets. The survey number for the project is 3169. The aim of the project
was to identify potential underwater archaeological features and any cultural heritage
deposits connected with the historic use of the bay as a trade port during the Danish Trade
Monopoly Period 1602-1787. The side-scan survey was conducted over 3-days from an
inflatable zodiac boat towing a sonar fish behind along overlapping transects parallel with
the coastline. A total area of approximately 4.6km2 was side-scan sonar surveyed with a
depth range recorded of 3-30m. A total of 61 submerged sonar targets were initially
identified and 13 of these were further examined by archaeological dive inspections. Only
one inspected target M230829_26 proved to be of cultural significance. Archaeological
inspection diving was carried out over 2-days from an inflatable zodiac during mostly dry
but windy weather.
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Mynd 11. Ranns6knarsveedid vid lok vettvangsrannsékna sumarid 2023. Horft i sudaustur.
Ljésmynd: Hildur Gestsdéttir.

3.2 Olafsdalur

Leyfishafi: Hildur Gestsddttir Fyrirteki/stofnun: Fornleifastofnun
Islands ses.

Rannsoknarnuimer: 201709-0076 NUmer PIMS: 2023-55

Stadsetning: A 372736 N 548580 Péstnumer: 371 Budardalur

Vettvangsrannsoékn hofst: 7.8.2023 Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 18.8.2023

Tegund rannsoknar: visindarannsékn = Adferd: uppgroftur

Sumarid 2023 var sjétta ar rannsokna & vikingaaldarbeejarstedinu i Olafsdal.
Sumarid 2022 hoéfust rannséknir & minna mannvirki (5x15m) sem byggt hafdi
verio upp vid vesturvegg skalans. Uppgrofturinn a skalanum sjalfum hafoi leitt i
1j6s ad hann hafdi verid nyttur sem iveruhis einungis i skamman tima, en ordid
svo ad vinnslusvaedi/geymslu, mdogulega arstidarbundin. Vonast var til ad
rannsokn & vidbyggingunni myndi hjalpa vid ad skilja nytinguna & skalanum, og
ad hugsanlega hafi verid reist annad iveruhus a pessu svaedi. Rannséknin 2022
leiddi i ljés kom ad mannvirki vestan vid skdlann voru mun fléknari en
forrannsoknin benti til, og & tdluvert steerra svaedi. Rannsdknarsvadid 2023 var
pvi steekkad til vesturs, sem leiddi i lj6s ad vesturlangveggur sem grafinn var fram
sumarid 2022 var seinni tima vidb6t og undir honum var eldri, illa farinn veggur.
Ekki komu nein golf sem bentu til pess ad um iveruhls veri ad raeda, en
steinkistur og mogulegar leirfylltar gryfjur benda til pess ad liklega sé um
skepnuhus/ionadarsveedi ad reda. Hledslur og 6nnur mannvirki né lengra i sudur
og vestur en ndverandi rannséknarsvadi sem synir ad athafnasvaedid var toluvert
sterra en gert var raé fyrir.

English Summary
The summer of 2023 was the sixth year of archaeological excavations of the
Viking Age settlement at Olafsdalur. The summer of 2022 saw the start of the
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excavation of a smaller (5x15m) structure which had been built up against the
western wall of the longhouse. The excavations of the longhouse itself had
indicated that its use had been unusual. It appears to have only have been used
for occupation duiring the earliest phase, after which its function appears to have
been as some sort of work area/storage, possibly seasonal. It was hoped that an
investigation of the adjacent structure would aid in the interpretation of the long
house, that a secondary dwelling had possibly be erected in that area. The results
of the 2022 investigation indicated that the structural remains west of the long
house are more complex than the preliminary analysis indicated, and extended
beyond the limit of the excavation area. Therefore the excavation area was
extended to the west, which revealed that the western long wall uncovered in
2022 was a later addition, sealing an earlier damaged western wall. No floors
which indicated that the structure was a dwelling were revealesd, but the presence
of stone cists and possible clay lined pits similar to those excavated within the
later phases of the longhouse may suggesta that this structure had some sort of
industrial function. Further structures and other features were exposed which
extend south and west of the current excavation area indicates that the
occupation area is even larger than originally assumed.
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Mynd 12. Kénnunarskurdur 2 i t6ft 1780-3356. Ljésmynd: Hermann Jakob Hjartarson.
3.3 Konnunarskurdir i téftir a Hasatanga -
Pingvollum i Helgafellssveit p

Leyfishafi: Hermann Jakob Hjartarson = Fyrirteki/stofnun:
Rannsdknarnumer: 202308-0137 Numer PIMS: 2023-66
Stadsetning: A 326118 N 512166 Péstnumer: 341 Stykkishélmur

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 4.9.2023 Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 5.9.2023
Tegund rannséknar: Adferd: Kénnunarskuradir
framkveemdaranns6kn

Landeigandi & bPingvollum i Helgafellssveit 6skadi eftir pvi vid Minjastofnun
Islands ad fa ad endurgera tvaer toftir. Minjastofnun for fram & ad adur en farid
veeri i peer framkvemdir veeri fenginn fornleifafreedingur til ad grafa
kénnunarskurdi i téftirnar til pess ad athuga umfang minjanna og hvort eldri
minjar leyndust undir.

Grafnir voru tveir skurdir, einn i sin hvora toéftina. Grafid var fra midju
mannvirkjanna og Ut fyrir vegg peirra.

Toft 1780-3264 er hladin ur torfi og grjoti, med barujarnspaki og trégolfi. HUsid
hefur sennilega verid byggt seint 4 19. 6ld og var notad fram 4 midja 20. 6ldina.
Liklegast er um fjarhas ad raeda. Engar eldri byggingar fundust undir téftinni en
pbar var p6 eldra mannvistarlag sem 14 undir veggnum og nadi at fyrir fjarhasid. 1
pessu mannvistarlagi, undir, i og utan veggjarins, fundust prja hvitleirkersbrot.
Lagid 14 ofan a orlitilli gjosku og var hun tekin sem syni en greining liggur ekki
fyrir enn pa.

Téft 1780-3356 var hladin Ur grjoti og nedst i veggnum var torf sem liklega er
grunnur hans en geeti po verid fra eldri fasa byggingarinnar. Sennilega hefur petta
verio hjallur eda byrgi. Hvorki fundust eldri byggingar né mannvistarlég undir
pessari toft. Mikid grjothrun var inni i henni og fannst einn gripur ar raudleir i
pvi. Undir grjéthruninu var adeins eitt golf.
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English Summary

Landowners at bingvellir in Helgafellssveit are planning to reconstruct two ruins on their
property. To get permission to do so, an archaeological excavation had to be conducted
first.

Two test trenches were dug, one in each ruin. The trenches were dug through the walls of
the structures.

The walls in ruin 1780-3264 are built of turf and stones. The roof was made of corrugated
metal and the floor of wood. This structure was most likely built late in the 19th century
and used until the middle of the 20th century. It was probably a sheephouse. No older
buildings were found beneath the ruin, but there was an older cultural layer lying under
the wall, both inside and outside the sheephouse. Three fragments of white clay pottery
were found in this cultural layer, under, in and outside the wall.

Ruin 1780-3356 was built of stones and there was turf at the bottom of the wall, wich was
probably the base of the structure, although it is also possible that it belonged to an older
phase of it. This was probably a small storehouse for fish. Neither older buildings or
cultural layers were found beneath this ruin. There was one floor layer in inside it and on
top of it were a lot of collapsed stones with one artifact of red clay.
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4. Vestfiroir

Mynd 13. Horft yfir uppgraftarsveedi Skjaldfannar sumarid 2023. Ljésmynd: James McGovern.

4.1 Skjaldfonn undir skridu

Leyfishafi: Margrét Hrénn Fyrirteki/stofnun: Nattarustofa
Hallmundsdéttir Vestfjarda

Rannsoknarnumer: 202305-0089 NUmer PIMS: 2023-257
Stadsetning: A 308763, N 594327 Péstnumer: 466 Bildudalur

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 7.6.2023 Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 4.8.2023

Tegund rannséknar: Visindarannsékn | Adferd: Uppgroftur

Fornbylid Skjalfénn (Stundum kallad Skjalfannarkot) er stadsett nedan
Skjalfannargils i botni Borgarfjardar i Arnarfirdi. Bylio fér i eydi eftir 1551 pegar
skrida féll Gr Skjaldfannargili og stydja heimildir vid pad. Skjaldfannarbylio er i
stodugri 6gn af eydileggingu vegna umhverfisahrifa. Enn i dag kemur aur og vatn
nidur ar Skjaldfannargili og fellur beggja vegna vid rustina par sem skridurnar
hafa fallio.

Prir prufuskurdir voru opnadir sumario 2023. Einn pvert yfir baejarhisid, annar
i holf eda has nordaustan vid bajarhasid og pridji i eitt af holfum baejarhussins.
Markmid rannséknarinnar var ad kanna umfang og edli peirra bygginga sem
liggja undir sverdi til ad fa sem heildstaeda mynd af byggingum sem voru par og
til ad bjarga sem mestum upplysingum um svadid adur en nattaran tekur yfir

I prufuskurdi 1 var ad sja bejarhisid sjalft par sem framhlid hassins snyr i
sudaustur med hellulégdum inngangi framan vid hisid. bessi hellulégdu géng
halda afram eftir endiléngu hdsinu til nordvesturs. Ut fra ganginum var ad sja ad
minnsta kosti prjua holf (A, B og C) sem voru skilin ad med torfveggjum sem voru
hladin med steinum. Ekki er vitad hvert hlutverk & hélfum A og B voru par sem
einungis hluti peirra var sjaanlegur i prufuskurdinum. Midad vid kolariku
golflégin og 6skuldég sem voru ad finna i hélfi C er liklegt ad par hafi verid
eldhusid. Ekkert eldstaedi eda ofn fannst vid uppgroftinn i sumar en liklega finnst
pad med frekari rannséknum.
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I prufuskurdi 2 var ad sja ad minnstakosti tvd notkunarskeid. Efst undir
yfirbordinu var 6skuhaugslag sem 14 yfir hruni Ur veggjum og paki. bar undir var
ad sja golflog hussins og var akvedid ad geyma pau l6g par til tekifaeri nast ad
grafa pau upp i heild sinni svo ad samhengi naist. Ekki er fullvist ad svo stéddu
hvort parna sé holf & baejarhdsinu eda hvort um sé ad raeda hls sem stendur eitt
0g sér nordaustan vid baejarhuasio.

I Prufuskurdi 3 var ad haegt ad sja midju rymis sem var stadsett beint til heaegri
pegar komid var inn i hasid. Par var ad sja ad gélfio hafi verid hellulagt, veggir
hladnir med torfi og kleeddir ad innan med hlédnu grjoéti. Erfitt er ad segja til um
hvert hlutverk hélfsins hefur verid Gt fra gripum sem fundust en mégulega hefur
par verid bdr. Rannsoknir & skurdinum eru ekki fullklaradar og var akvedid ad
geyma golfldg til ad halda samhengi.

English Summary

The Skjaldfonn farm (sometimes called Skjaldfannarkot) is located below Skjalfannargil
at the bottom of Borgarfjordur in Arnarfjorour. The settlement was destroyed sometime
after 1551 when a landslide fell from Skjaldfannargil. The Skjaldfonn farm is constantly
under threat of destruction due to environmental influences. Even today, gravel and water
come down from Skjaldfannargil, affecting both sides of the ruin where the landslides have
fallen.

Three test trenches were excavated in the summer of 2023. One across the farmhouse,
another in a compartment or house northeast of the farmhouse, and the third in one of the
compartments of the farmhouse. The aim of the research was to explore the extent and
nature of these structures to get a complete picture of the buildings that are located there
and to gather as much information as possible about the area before nature takes its
course.

In test trench 1 was the farmhouse itself with the front of the house facing southeast and
with a paved entrance at the front. These paved passage continuing along the length of the
house to the northwest. From the passage, at least three compartments (A, B, and C) were
visible and were separated, separated by turf and stone walls. It is unknown what the
function of compartments A and B was ,as only parts of them were visible in the trial
trench. Judging by the charcoal-rich floor and ash layers found in compartment C, it is
likely that it was the kitchen. No fireplace or oven has been discovered yet, but it may be
found with further research.

In trial trench 2, at least two phases were visible. Beneath the topsoil was a midden layer
covering the collapse from the walls and roof of the house. Under the collapse were
charcoal rich floor layers that were left until the opportunity arises to excavate them in
their entirety. It is not certain whether this area is a compartment of the farmhouse or if it
is a standalone house to the northeast.

In trial trench 3, the centre of the compartment located to the right when entering the
house was visible. The floor in the compartment was paved and the walls were made of
turf and lined with stones. It was difficult to determine the function of the compartment
based alone on the artifacts found, but the compartment may have been used for storage.
The excavations of the trench are not complete where it was decided to preserve the floor
layers to maintain context..

Minjastofnun Islands
2024

26/103



Yfirlit yfir fornleifarannséknir 2023

Mynd 14. Loftmynd af Akurvik &samt flugvellinum & Gjogri. Ljésmynd: Morten Ramstad.

4.2  Akurvik & Reykjanesi, Arneshreppur
Leyfishafi: Lisabet Gudmundsdottir

Fyrirteki/stofnun: Fornleifastofnun

Islands ses.
Rannsoknarnumer: 202305-0021 NUmer PIMS: 2023-21
Stadsetning: A394630 N613471 P6stnamer: 524 Arneshreppur
Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 15.5.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 25.5.2023
Tegund rannséknar: Adferd: kdnnunarskurdur
Bjorgunarrannsokn

Arid 1988 hofst fornleifarannsokn & midalda verstédvaminjum i Akurvik. ba
pegar var landbrot téluvert vandamal i vikinni og telja peir ad toluvert hafi
brotnad af minjastadnum. I kringum 2010 for annar rannséknarhépur i vikina og
ljést ad umhverfid hefur breyst mikid enda mikill sandur & hreyfingu a svaedinu.
Taldi sa hopur ad paer minjar sem rannsakadar voru 4 niunda aratugnum varu
meira eda minna horfnar. Markmid rannsoknarinnar &rid 2023 var ad afla
upplysinga um umfang landbrots fra pvi rannsoknir hofust fyrir um 35 arum
sidar, feera eldri gogn yfir & stafreent form, afla efnividar Ur elstu mannvistarlégum
sveedisins til aldursgreininga og par med &etla hvenar skipulégd nyting
sjavaraudlinda hofst i Akurvik. Setja nidurstodur rannséknarinnar i samhengi vid
apekka minjastadi a Strondum.
Urvinnslu er enn sem komid er 6lokid en helstu nidurstédur rannséknarinnar
benda til pess ad tilfeersla & sandi hafi leitt til pess ad minna hafi brotnad af
minjasvadinu en adur. Hins vegar ber ad hafa i huga ad pad getur flj6tt breyst
sérstaklega par sem vedurfar er 6stédugra en adur. Varodveisla var tiltélulega goo,
sérstaklega bein en erfitt er ad greina husakosti par sem mikid af sandi er na yfir
verbdudunum.
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English Summary

In 1988 an international team of archaeologists initiated a project on the medieval fishing
station in Akurvik. The noted during their research that erosion was a severe problem in
Akurvik and quite a lot had already been lost. Around 2010 another team did a re-
evaluation of the site and noted environmental change especially with more movement of
the sand along with the remains that had been partly excavated in 1988 were completely
gone. The aim of this project is to evaluate the extent of the erosion over the last 35 years,
obtain information about the age of the site and when systematic use of marine resources
started in Akurvik. Combine all previous research and obtain a more holistic view of the
site along with other similar sites in Strandir.

The post-excavation work is still underway but preliminary results indicate that the
movement of sand has stabilized the site for now. However due to increased storminess
that can change quite fast. The site needs to be monitored regularly and further action
might at a later date. The preservation was good especially bones but it was difficult to
evaluate the structures due to the sand.

Minjastofnun Islands
2024

28/103



Yfirlit yfir fornleifarannséknir 2023

Mynd 15. Horft yfir uppgraftarsveedid & Audkalu sumarid 2023. Ljésmynd: Kristin Sylvia
Ragnarsdottir.

4.3 Audkula— Arnar our a miooldum

Leyfishafi: Margrét Hronn Fyrirtaeki/stofnun: Natturustofa

Hallmundsdottir Vestfjaroa
Rannsoknarnumer: 201506-0065 NUmer PIMS: 2023-52
Stadsetning: A 294196 N 592117 Péstnumer: 466 Bildudalur

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 7.8.2023 Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 31.8.2023

Tegund rannsoéknar: visindarannsékn =~ Adferd: uppgroftur

Markmid rannséknarinnar fyrir sumarid 2023 var ad skoda adur rannsdkud svaedi
0g svara adur 6svorudum spurningum. A svaedi B var opnad 5 x 3 m stort svaedi
nordan vid uppgraftarsveedi sem var rannsakad arid 2016 til ad kanna umfang
jarnvinnslusvaedis. bar var ad sja torfvegg i kring um jarnvinnslusvadido og
stodarholur vid pa. Vid rannséknina var annar helmingur ofns rannsakadur, en
fyrri helmingur hans haféi verid rannsakadur sumarid 2016.

A svaedi C var opnad 5 x 6 m stort svaedi yfir beenhusinu og kirkjugardinum. bar
var tekinn skurdur pvert a baeenhisio sem syndi ad husid hafdi verid einungis reist
ur strengjatorfi. Engar érannsakadar grafir voru sjaanlegar einungis grafir sem
hofdu verid rannsakadar aour.

A svadi D var grafid nidur i 6hreyfdan jardveg i 6skuhauginn i leit ad gripum og
synum til greiningar. bar ad auki var kolahola noréan vid skalann rannsékud aftur
med snidi. Holan hafdi verid rannsdkud arid 2018 en ekki fannst st rannsékn gefa
géda mynd af holunni. Vid rannsoknir i &r er liklegat ad parna hafi verid sodhola
frekar en kolahola.

A svaedi F sunnan vid smahysid var grafinn 1,5 m x 50 cm stor skurdur
(prufuskurdur 8) til ad kanna hvort ad par undir veeri gardlag. A yfirbordi virtist
mota fyrir gardlagi sem liggur i sudaustur-nordvestur og var petta gardalag einnig
sjdanlegt i snidi. Mogulega hefur parna verid gardlag vio sméhysid eda ad par hafi
verio skjolveggur fyrir eldstedi sem var stadsett a milli gardlagsins og
smahysisins.
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Svaedi G var hreinsad par sem pad hafdi legid opid fra pvi ad uppgroftur for par
fram sumarid 2021. Svaedio var i fyrstu 9,7 x 9,4 m ad sterd og var svo stekkad i
12,7 x 9,4 m. Sumarid 2021 var talid ad engin skyr merki voru um torf i veggjum

s

byggingarinnar en vid rannséknir sumarid 2023 kom vel greinilegt veggjatorf i
Ij6s alstadar vid veggi byggingarinnar. Enn er ekki haegt ad fullyrdoa hvad fér fram
i pessu husi en mogulega hefur par verid kolageymsla eda reykkofi.
Prufuskurdur 6 var stadsettur i nordan til a svedinu, par komu i ljés tvo gardélog
sem lagu i austur-vestur. Prufuskurdur 7 var stadsettur austan til & svaedinu, par
kom i 1jés nordur endi & Husi-2 dsamt gardlagi sem la i nordvestur-sudaustur.
Rannsoknum & Husi 2 par sem litid var eftir af hisinu vegna réskunar fra Hisi-1.
A svaedi | var opnadur 2 x 7 m stor skurdur (Prufuskurdur 9) til ad fa betri
hugmynd um legu fjéssins nordan vid Prufuskurd 4 fra arinu 2022. Skurdurinn
var notadur sem kennsluefni fyrir nema fra Bradford héskola par sem buist var
vid ad finna sbmu eda svipud jardldg og fra arinu adur.

English Summary

The objective of the research for the summer of 2023 was to examine previously
researched areas and get answers to unanswered questions. In area B, a 5 x 3 m area was
opened north of the previously researched area from 2016 to get a better idea of the extent
of the ironworking site. A turf wall was visible around the ironworking site with postholes
located on the site. Half of an iron smelting oven was excavated but the other half had
already been excavated during excavations in 2016.

In area C, a 5 x 6 m area was opened over the chapel and the cemetery. A trial trench was
excavated across the chapel, revealing that the house had been solely built from string turf.
No unknown graves were visible during the excavation, only previously researched graves.
Inarea D, a 1x 3 mstrip was excavated down to natural in the midden in search for artifacts
and samples for analysis. Additionally, the charcoal hole north of the longhouse was re-
examined. The hole had been investigated in 2018, but that study did not provide a clear
picture of its function. This year's investigations suggest that it may have been used as a
cooking pit rather than a charcoal hole.

In area F, south of the pithouse, a 1.5 m x 50 cm trench (Trial trench 8) was excavated to
investigate possible turf wall. On the surface the wall was visible running southeast-
northwest as well as being visible in the section of the trial trench. This was possibly the
location of a field boundary next to the pit house or a wall to shield the fireplace located
between the field boundary wall and the pithouse.

Area G was cleaned and topsoil removed. The area initially measured 9.7 x 9.4 m and was
then expanded to 12.7 x 9.4 m. In the summer of 2021, it was believed that there were no
clear signs of turf in the walls of the building, but during the 2023 excavations, turf walls
were clear throughout the building. It is still not possible to establish what the house was
used for, but it may have been a charcoal storage or a smokehouse.

Triatrench 6 was located to the north in area H, revealing two field boundary walls running
east-west. Trial trench 7 was located to the east in area H, revealing the north end of House
2 along with a field boundary running northwest-southeast. Investigations showed little
remaining of the of House 2 due to disturbance from House 1 being built on top. In area l,
a2 x 7 mtrench (Trial trench 9) was opened to get a better idea of the layout of the barn
north of Trial trench 4 excavated in 2022. The trench was used as teaching material for
students from Bradford University, where it was expected to find similar deposits as were
discovered the previous year.
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Mynd 16. Verbud & klettarana i Budarvogi. Ljdsmynd: Lisabet Gudmundsdottir.

4.4 Landnam og nyting sjavaraudlinda a Strondum
Leyfishafi: Lisabet Gudmundsdottir

Fyrirteki/stofnun: Fornleifastofnun

Islands ses.
Rannséknarnumer: 202106-102 NUmer PIJMS: 2023-63
Stadsetning: A 392747 N 584536 Pdostnumer: 520 Drangsnes

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 28.8.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 23.9.2023

Tegund rannsoknar: visindarannsdékn = Adferd: uppgroftur

Rannséknin er framhald fra fyrri arum par sem 16g0 hefur verid ahersla a
rannsoknir & arstidabundinni basetu & Strondum. [ ar var markmidid ad fullgrafa
verbud fra 10. 6ld i Budarvogi &samt uppgreftri & tveimur mogulegum
lysisgryfjum. Mannvirkid sem rannsakad var er a klettarana sem liggur Gt i sjé og
eru lendingar sitt hvoru megin vid. bad var grjot- og torfhladid og voru klettar i
kring nyttir sem byggingareiningar i huasid. Eins og oft vill verda vid
fornleifarannséknir kom i ljés ad mannvirkid var staerra en upphaflega var talid
og fleiri herbergi. Asteedan fyrir pvi ad ekki var haegt ad greina hin rymin var st
ad natturuleg element i landslaginu voru nytt sem hluti af byggingunni. Nokkur
eldstaedi voru innan mannvirkisins, golf voru pykk og vel vardveitt. Gong lagu fra
byggingunni nidur i lendinguna ad sunnanverdu. Gripir innan badarinnar voru
til a0 mynda snaldusnidur, bryni, moégulega hnifar og énnur jarnbrot. Litid
fannst af dyrabeinum. Ar kom einnig i ljos ad téluvert fleiri budir eru i Badarvogi
en adur var talid. baer eru mjog sokknar og fornar a aé lita, um pad bil 20 budir
fundust til vidbotar vid peer prjar sem skradar voru.

I Badarvoginum eru einnig naust og gryfjur, skurdur var grafinn i eitt naustid til
pess ad atta sig a pvi hvernig pad var uppbyggt og afla syna til pess ad aldursgreina
pau. Naustid var nidurgrafid og var greinileg ras fyrir kjélinn. Gryfjurnar voru um
2 mipvermal og um 50 cm a dypt. Eldsprungid grjot var & vid og dreif og var afar
erfitt ad 4tta sig a hvar nidurgrofturinn var fyrr en greina matti kolalag.
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English Summary

The research project is a continuation from last year where the focus is to study Viking Age
seasonal site by the coast. This year the focus was one Budarvogur and Budarvogsvik in
Bjarnarnes. The study consisted of excavation of a seasonal booth, two possible blubber
pits and a test trench in a boat house. We furthermore surveyed several structured which
had gone unnoticed until now.

The booth was rectangular made of stones and turf. Natural elements in the landscape
were also used as part of the building which was quite interesting. We identified several
fireplaces within the booth along with nicely preserved floor layers. Artefacts included
spindle whirl, nails, whetstones and knifes. One of the more interesting features we
identified were tunnels that led from the booth to the landing on the southern side which
would have made it a bit nicer for the people walking to and from the boat. The pits were
quite large, about 2 m in diameter and about 0,5 m deep there were several fire-cracked
rocks in and all around the pits along with a charcoal layer within it . Samples were taken
for lipid and aDNA identifications.
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Mynd 17. Leyfar hvalveidistddvarinnar vid S6lbakka. Horft til Flateyrar. Ljésmynd: Ragnar
Edvardsson.
45 Solbakki Onundarfirdi. Snjoflédavarnir a 4

Flateyri.

Leyfishafi: Ragnar Edvardsson Fyrirtaeki/stofnun:

Ranns6knarsetur HI & Vestfjoroum

Rannsoknarnumer: 202306-0158 NUmer PIMS: 2023-48

Stadsetning: A 296149 N 624553 Pdostnumer: 426 Flateyri
Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: Jali 2023 Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: Agast 2023
Tegund rannséknar: Adferd: kdnnunarskurdir
framkvaemdarannsokn

Aetladar eru framkvaemdir & svaedinu par sem hvalveidistéd Nordmanna st6d
aour & Sélbakka vio Flateyri. Markmid rannsoknarinnar var ad kanna astand, edli
minja, svo og ahrif tilvonandi framkveemdana a per.

Kdnnunarskurdirnir syndu ad minjar hvalveidistddvarinnar eru vel vardveittar og
ad stodin hefur ordid fyrir minnhattar raski sidan ad henni var lokad um
aldamétin 1900. Vid rannsoknina komu i 1jés 3 mannvirki; 2 6pekkt en 1 var
sennilega leifar af verksmidju, p.e. lysisbraedslu.

English Summary

Construction is planned in the area close to the ruins of the Norwegian whaling station at
Solbakki near Flateyri. The aim of the research was to investigate the condition, nature of
the ruins, as well as the impact of the planned constructions on the site. The test trenches
showed that the remains of the whaling station are well preserved and that the station has
suffered minor disturbance since it was closed at the turn of the 20th century. The
excavation revealed 3 structures; 2 unidentified but 1 was probably remains of a factory,
i.e. try-works.
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Mynd 18. Skalinn vid Dynjanda. Ljésmynd: Margrét Hronn Hallmundsdottir.
4.6 Borkjarnarannsokn, Hrafnseyri, Audkula, ’
Dynjandi og Tjaldanes
Leyfishafi: Margrét Hronn Fyrirtaeki/stofnun: Natturustofa
Hallmundsdottir Vestfjaroa
Rannsdknarnumer: 202306-0137 NUmer PIMS: 2023-49
Stadsetning: A 294196 N 592117 Péstnumer: 466 Bildudalur

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 1.8.2023 Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 5.9.2023

Tegund rannsoéknar: Visindarannsékn =~ Adferd: borun

Sétt var um leyfi til borkjarnarannsékna & Hrafnseyri. Audkulu, Litla Tjaldanesi
og Dynjanda i tengslum vid rannséknina Arnarfjoréur & middldum.
EKkki var borad & Hrafnseyri petta sumar né heldur & Audkulu, annir vid rannsékn
komu i veg fyrir ad hegt veeri ad bora par sem fyrirhugad var ad pessu sinni.
Borad var & Dynjanda, par kom i 1jés mogulegur skali sem ekki var vitad um og
hringlaga rast sem minnir & kirkjugard. Sott er um leyfi til ad taka borkjarna i
rustina af mogulegum skéala og i hringlaga vegg sem geeti verid kirkjugardsveggur.
Markmid rannséknarinnar er ad stadfesta med borkjarna hvort um sé ad reda
skala sem ekki var vitad um og tengist pad markmidum rannsoknarinnar
Arnarfjoréur @ midéldum en ein adal rannséknarspurninginn er ad kortleggja
préun byggdar i Arnarfirdi 4 landnamsold og fram & midaldir. Teknir voru 5
kjarnar, prir i hinn meinta skala og tveir i hringlaga byggingu.
Kjarnaborun stadfesti ad um skala var ad raeda rétt undir punnri groédurtorfu.
Svart feitt lag med beinaleifum var i midjuni og kjarnar sem stungid var i veggi
stadfestu torf Gr veggjum. Ljost var med rannsokninni ad um er ad raeda adur
Opekktan skala vio Svinaros vid Dynjanda.

Tveir kjarnar voru teknir i hringlaga rast aftan vid Skadlann. Annar kjarninn
stadfesti ad hringurinn er i torfi en kolsvart lag kom inn Gr hringunum sem kom
verulega a 6vart. EKki er vitad um hvernig fyrirbaeri er ad raeda annad en um ad
pad er manngert.
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A litla Tjaldanesi voru teknir kjarnar i rastir hinum megin vid Tjaldanesa en skali
var stadfestur par med borkjornum fyrir nokkrum arum. Kjarnarnir voru 10 og
reyndust meintar rastir vera nattarlegur jardvegur. Engar rastir virdast vera
Austan megin vid Tjaldanesa.

English Summary

A Research premission was submitted to conduct core sampling at Hrafnseyri, Audkula,
Litla Tjaldanes, and Dynjandi in connection with the research project "Arnarfjéréur in the
Middle Ages."No drilling was carried out at Hrafnseyri this summer, nor at Audkula, due
to the workload associated with the research, which prevented drilling as initially
planned.Drilling was carried out at Dynjandi. At Dynjandi, at Osar Svinu (river), a possible
longhouse was discovered, which was previously unknown, as well as a circular structure
resembling a churchyard. Permission is being sought to take core samples from the
possible longhouse and the circular wall that could be a churchyard boundary.The goal of
the research is to confirm, through core sampling, whether it is indeed a previously
unknown longhouse, aligning with the goals of the "Arnarfjérour in the Middle Ages"
research project, which aims to map the development of settlement in Arnarfjérdur from
the Settlement Age to the Middle Ages. Five cores were taken—three from the supposed
longhouse and two from the circular structure.Core sampling confirmed that there was
indeed a longhouse just below a thin layer of vegetation. A black, fatty layer with bone
remains was found in the center, and the cores taken from the walls confirmed turf
construction. It was clear from the research that this was a previously unknown longhouse
at Sviués, near Dynjandi.Two cores were taken from the circular structure behind the
longhouse. One of the cores confirmed that the circle is made of turf, but a pitch-black
layer was also found within the circle, which was a significant surprise. It is unknown what
kind of feature this is, other than that it is man-made.

At Litla Tjaldanes, cores were taken from ruins on the opposite side of the Tjaldanes River,
where a longhouse was confirmed through core sampling a few years ago. Ten cores were
taken, and the supposed ruins turned out to be natural soil. No ruins seem to be on the
eastern side of the Tjaldanes River."
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Mynd 19. Budavik i oktober 2022. Ljosmynd: Margrét Hronn Hallmundsdéttir.

4.7 Budavik vio Dynjandisvog i Arnarfirdi

Leyfishafi: Margrét Hronn Fyrirtaeki/stofnun: Natturustofa

Hallmundsdottir Vestfjaroa

Rannsoknarnumer: 202207-0051 NUmer PIMS: 2023-25
Stadsetning: A 390569 N464680 Péstnumer: 466 Bildudalur
Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 20.5.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 6.6.2023
Tegund rannséknar: Adferd: uppgroftur
framkvaemdarannsokn

Vegagerdin 6skadi eftir pvi ad Nattarustofa Vestfjarda framkvaemdi rannsokn &
minjum i Budavik vegna mégulegrar veglagningar & svaedinu. Arid 2021 voru
gerdir tveir kénnunarskurdir i meintan bajarhdl [1833-8]. I skurdi A var talid ad
fundist hafdi torfveggur, sem kom i ljés med frekari ranns6kn sumario 2022 ad
svo var ekki, og ruslalag. Skurdur B var tekinn sunnar & minjahdlnum, par kom i
1jés torf og grjét sem virtist koma Ur byggingu ofar & hélnum sem hafdi verid
raskad pegar nudverandi vegur var gerdur. Undir pvi lagi kom i ljos pykkur
oskuhaugur, sem hafdi ad geyma médsku, bein, kol og gripi. Undir 6skuhaugnum
komu i lj6s veggir sem voru gerdir ar torfi og grjoti (Has 3). Syni ar 6skuhaugnum
voru aldursgreind og reyndust vera fra 1450-1650 og eru veggirnir sem komu i
1j6s undan haugnum vantanlega eldri.

Svaedi yfir minjahdlnum var opnad og kom i ljés vestur endi tveggja tofta med
veggjum ur torfi og grjoti en restin af téftunum liggur undir Vestfjardaveginum. 1
fyrstu var talid ad & pessu sveaedi veeri ein toft sem hafdi prja holf. Vio frekari
rannsoknir voru golflég sjadanleg i nyrdra og sydra hélfinu og einungis stérir
steinar, blandad hrun og 6skuhaugur i midju. Var pvi ljést ad parna voru stadsett
tveer toftir (Has 1 og Has 2) med bili & milli. Toftirnar h6fou skemmst mikid pegar
Vestfjardavegurinn var lagdur og flast Ut ad einhverju leiti. bessar toftir hafa verio
tulkadar sem einhverskonar skepnuhus og virdast hafa verid byggdar ofan &
Oskuhaugslégum og er par af leidandi yngri en hann. Undan éskuhaugnum var
Hus 3 sem hafdi grjothladna veggi sem voru med einhverjar slitrur af torfi og hin
pvi veentanlega eldri en dskuhaugurinn. Liklega var parna annad skepnuhts eda
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naust. Aldursgreiningar benda til byggdar I Budavik & 15 og 16 6ld sem stadfestir
pad sem getid er i ritheimildum.

English Summary

The Road Administration (Vegagerdin) requested that Nattarustofa Vestfjaréa did
excavation in Budavik regarding possible road construction in the area. In 2021, two test
trenches were done in the supposed settlement mound [1833-8]. In trench A, a turf wall
was thought to have been found, but further research in the summer of 2022 revealed that
it was not the case, and instead, Trench B was conducted south of the monument,
revealing turf and stones that seemed to come from a structure above the mound, which
had been disturbed during the construction of the current road. Beneath this layer, a thick
midden was uncovered, containing charcoal, bones, coal, and artifacts. Below the ash heap,
walls made of peat and stone were discovered (House 3). Samples from the ash heap were
dated to be from 1450-1650, and the walls revealed beneath the heap are likely older.
The area above the farm mound was excavated, revealing the western end of two turf
buildings with walls made of turf and stone, while the rest of the structures lie under the
Westfjords road. Initially, it was believed that there was one building in this area with three
compartments. Further research revealed visible floor layers in the northern and southern
rooms , with only large stones, mixed debris, and an ash heap in the middle. It became
clear that there were two separate structures (House 1 and House 2) with a gap between
them. These structures had suffered significant damage during the construction of the
Westfjords road and had shifted somewhat. These buildings have been interpreted as some
kind of barns and seem to have been built on top of layers of midden , making them
younger than the midden. House 3, located beneath the midden had stone-laden walls with
some traces of peat, making it likely older than the midden Probably, this was another barn
or boathouse (Naust) Radiocarbon dating indicates settlement in Budavik in the 15th and
16th centuries, confirming what is mentioned in historical sources."
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2024
5. Nordurland vestra
Mynd 20. Yfirlitsmynd af uppgraftarsveedum a bingeyrum. Ljésmynd: Jakob Orri Jénsson.
5.1 Pingeyrar i Hanapingi
Leyfishafi: Steinunn Kristjansdottir Fyrirtaeki/stofnun: Haskdli Islands !
Rannsoknarnumer: 201502-0039 Numer PIMS: 2023-36
Stadsetning: A 435293 N 562331 Pdéstnumer: 541 Blénduds

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 31.7.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 25.8.2023

Tegund rannsoknar: visindarannsdkn = Adferd: uppgroftur

Sumarid 2023 var uppgrefti a Pingeyrum haldid 4fram padan sem fra var horfid
fyrra sumar. A sveedi D voru grafnar upp fjorar grafir og hafist handa vié ad grafa
burt haft milli sveeda D og C par sem frekari leifar 19. aldar byggarinnar sem adur
hafa fundist & badum svaedum komu fram. A svadi E var torfhledsla sem kom i
1j6s a seinustu dégum uppgraftar 2022 grafin fram og kom pa i 1jés dren sem la i
gegnum op i hledslunni. bessi hledsla hefur verid tilkud sem svo ad hin tilheyri
klausturtima, moégulega gardlag um klaustrid. Ad auki var nytt sveedi, svedi F,
opnad milli sveeda D og E. bar var grafin ein gréf og komid nidur a leifar sem
liklega tilheyra einnig 19. aldar byggingunni.

English Summary

The summer of 2023 excavations were continued from where they had ended the previous
excavation season. In area D four graves were excavated and work started on removing a
strip of soil between areas D and C. This strip contained ruins from a 19th century structure
that had previously been encountered in both areas. In area E the turf wall that was
discovered in the last day of the excavation season 2022 var brought out, revealing a
drainage ditch that lay along the wall and through an opening in it. This wall has been
interpreted as belonging to the monastic structures of bingeyraklaustur, possibly a
boundary wall surrounding the monastic structures. Further, a new area was opened, area
F. There, a grave was exavated and remains uncovered that likely also belong to this 19th
century structure.
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Mynd 21. Horft yfir uppgraftarsvaedid, Lilja, Asta og Bryndis ad stérfum. Ljésmynd: Lisabet
Gudmundsdattir.

5.2 Verbuoalif a H6fnum s
Leyfishafi: Lisabet Gudmundsdottir Fyrirtaeki/stofnun: Fornleifastofnun
Islands ses.
Rannsoknarnumer: 202206-0123 Numer PIMS: 2023-21
Stadsetning: A 385569 N 572946 Pdéstnumer: 546 Skagastrond
Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 1.6.2023 Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 24.6.2023
Tegund rannséknar: Adferd: blondud adferd
bjérgunarrannnsokn

Verdstodvasvaedin & Héfnum eru umfangsmikil og spanna svadi sem er ramir 3
km ad lengd. Parna voru Rifsbadir, Piltabudir og Hafnabudir en paer sidastnefndu
voru hvad umfangsmestar. Meginkjarna Hafnab(da er ad finna 4 Kélku- og
Hjallanesi. Arid 2023 hofst fyrsti afangi verkefnsins.

Megin markmid med verkefninu er ad rannsaka beadi verbudatéftir, naust og
Oskuhauga & Hjallanesi til pess ad 6dlast frekari vitneskju um minjarnar sem allar
hafa ordid fyrir raski vegna &gangs sjavar. Lagt er upp med eftirfarandi
rannséknarspurningar: Hvener hoéfst verstada & H6fnum (Hjallanesi) og hvernig
préadist hun i tima (og rami); er um stdra verstdd ad reeda fra upphafi eda voru
hér minni verstddvar eins og fundist hafa til ad mynda & Stréndum. I heild var
svaedid sem var opnad 5x12 m ad steerd. 1 allt voru grafnar niu verb(dir og ein ad
hluta. peer yngstu voru ad 6llum likindum fra 18. 6ld og teljum vid ad elstu
badirnar sem grafnar voru i ar hafi verid fra ca. 15. 6ld. Matti greina ponokkur
byggingarstig enda voru budirnar lagferdar & ari hverju og eflaust adlagast
adastedum hverju sinni. Hver bd eda bygging hafdi akvedid hlutverk, par var ad
finna eldhds, iveruhds og mdoguleg vinnu eda geymslurymi. Gripafléran var
fiolbreitt, tdluvert af vadsteinum, brynum og hnifum auk taflmanna og kotrum en
einnig fundust persénulegir munir a bord vio kamba. pPad verdur pé ad segjast ad
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toluverdur subbuskapur hefur verid hja sumum ahéfnum. Ekki var mikid verio ad
hreinsa goélf og pegar félki var nég bodid var hreinlega hellulagt yfir 6pverrann.
petta var gert i nokkur skipti. En svona var petta p6 ekki allstadar.

English Summary

The fishing stations in H6fn span an extensive a area and over 3 km of coastline. Several
sites have been identified, Rifsbudir, Piltabldir and Hafnabudir, but the last mentioned
was the most extensive. The main core of Hafnabudi can be found in Kélku- and Hjallanes.
In 2023, the first phase of the project began.

The main goal of the project was to study the seasonal booths, boathouse and midden in
order to gain further knowledge about the features which have all been disturbed by the
encroachment of the sea. The following research questions were proposed: When was the
fishing station established in Hafnir and how did it develop in time (and space); is it a large
fishingstation from the beginning or were there smaller ones before as can be found for
example in Strandir. The area that was excavated was 5x12 m in size. In total nine booths
were excavated and one partially. We estimate that the oldest booths were from the 15th
century while the youngest from the 18th. Several building phases could be identified and
it is quite clear that the structures needed renovation quite frequently. There is an
indication of specialisation within each booth, living or sleeping area/boot, kitchen and
works space. The artefacts were quite many and both personal things along with fishing
gear such as sinkers, and hooks. Several whetstones and knifes along with chess pieces and
kotra. Some of the booths were quite nasty to be honest and cleanliness does not seem to
have been a priority. When the floors had filled with debris they simply added a new layer
of stone slabs. This was not always the case though.
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Mynd 22. Loftmynd af uppgraftarsveedinu & Kotinu. Ljésmynd: Cody Roush.

5.3 FLASH — Fornbyli Landscape & Archaeological

Survey on Hegranes
Leyfishafi: Kathryn Catlin

Fyrirtaeki/stofnun: Jacksonville State

University
Rannsoknarnumer: 202204-0048 NUmer PIMS: 2023-15
Stadsetning: A 476000 N 581700 Péstnuimer: 551 Sveitarfélagio
Skagafjorour

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 26.6.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 4.8.2023

Tegund rannsoknar: visindarannsékn = Adferd: blondud tekni

Sumarid 2023 var grafid i Kotid, sem er litid bajarsteedi a jord Hellulands &
Hegranesi i Skagafirdi, til ad kanna umfang, edli og aldur iveruhussins,
tilheyrandi 6skuhaugs og Utihdsa, sem og yngri peningshisa. Vidb6tarmarkmid
rannsOknarinnar var ad leggja mat & tilvist og vardveislu annarra apekkra,
meintra iveruhUsa fra landnamstid & bralagerdi a Keflavik og Graenagerdi a
Huldulandi. Uppgroftur sumarsins er framhald af vinnu sem héfst arié 2022.

I ar var steerd uppgraftarsveaedisins meira en tvofoldud fra pvi i fyrra, i 21x12 m, og
var meo pvi tekid ofan af byggingum og stérum hluta éskuhaugsins. Uppgroftur
leiddi i 1jés fimm byggingar, allar reistar & svipudum stad pannig ad hver og ein
var skorin ofan i eldri byggingu ad einhverju leyti. Efst var stekkur fra ca. 17. 6ld
sem var ad mestu fjarleegour med gréfu, en hlutar veggjanna stéou eftir og voru
skradir. Undir stekknum var peningshus fra 14. 6ld med tveimur rymum og aféstu
gerdi. A.m.k. tveir byggingarfasar voru greinilegir i nordurryminu. bessi bygging
hafdi verid reist ofan a tvo ferningslaga mannvirki, hvort um 2x2 m ad innanmali.
Voru pau badi undir 1104 gjoskulaginu. Liklega er um heyt6ftir ad raeda sem
byggdar voru ofan & og grafnar inn i hds fra 9./10. 6ld, sem er elsta byggingin a
svedinu.

9./10. aldar byggingin var ad innanverdu u.p.b. 6,5x2,5 m og ad minnsta kosti i
tveimur byggingarfésum. 1 sidari fasanum var t.a.m. hurdaropid feert (og gémlu

Minjastofnun Islands
2024

41/103



Yfirlit yfir fornleifarannséknir 2023

dyrunum pannig lokad), horneldstadi reist og adrar breytingar gerdar a veggjum
og bekkjum. T einum fasanum ma sja géng sem liggja at fyrir uppgraftarsvaedid til
nordurs, hugsanlega i hl6du, en pad & eftir ad rannsaka betur. Visbendingar eru
um ad huasinu hafi visvitandi verid lokad pegar hett var ad bda i pvi. Tilvist
jardhysis var stadfest um 12 m vestan vid hinar byggingarnar og virdist vera um 5
m i pvermal. Ranns6kn a pvi bidur betri tima.

A bralagerdi var 2x2 m skurdur (EU3) grafinn i éskuhauginn. Greining &
dyrabeina- og pléntusynum munu gefa upplysingar um aldur stadarins og
vidurveeri peirra sem par bjuggu. Jardefnafraedisyni Gr skuroum sem teknir voru
i landi Keflavikur munu vonandi gefa upplysingar um breytingar & landslagi og
tinreekt i gegnum aldirnar. Borkjarnar sem teknir voru i Graenagerdi syndu merki
um golflég fra 9./10. o6ld undir golfum ar yngri peningshdsum.
Gert er rad fyrir ad pessar rannséknir muni halda afram sumarid 2024.

English Summary

Kotid, a small early dwelling site on the farm Helluland on Hegranes in Skagafjorour, was
excavated in 2023 to determine the form, size, and establishment date of the dwelling,
associated midden deposits and outbuildings, and the livestock buildings that overlay the
dwelling. A secondary goal of the research was to evaluate the existence and preservation
of Settlement-period dwellings at the similar small, early sites of braelagerdi on Keflavik
and Granagerdi on Hulduland. This is a continuation of work that started in 2022.

In 2023, we more than doubled the excavation area to 21x12m, exposing the buildings and
much of the extramural sheet midden. Excavations revealed a series of 5 buildings, all
constructed on similar footprints and each truncating the earlier ones to some degree. The
ca. 17th-century stekkur was mostly removed via backhoe but some portions of the walls
remained and were documented. The 14th-century livestock building has two rooms and
an enclosure wall, with at least two construction phases in the newly excavated northern
room. This building had been constructed atop two earlier, square structures, each about
2x2m interior dimensions, both capped by the 1104 tephra layer. These two probable
heytofts were built on top of and dug into a 9th/10th-century domestic dwelling.

The early domestic building had approximate interior dimensions of 6.5x2.5m and at least
two phases of construction. Later phases included moving the doorway (and blocking the
old door), adding a corner hearth, and other modifications to walls and benches. One
phase of construction included a géng that leads out of the excavation area to the north,
possibly to a barn, which remains to be investigated. There are some indications that the
dwelling may have been intentionally closed at the end of its use as a dwelling. A pithouse
was identified 12m to the west of the other buildings and appears to be about 5m in
diameter. The pithouse also remains to be investigated.

At breelagerdi, a 2x2m excavation (EU3) was conducted in the midden. Zooarchaeological
and paleoethnobotanical samples will refine our understanding of the site's date and
subsistence strategies. Geoarchaeological samples obtained from trenches across the
landscape of Keflavik will address landscape modification and field enhancement through
time. Coring at Graenagerdi demonstrated the presence of a probable 9/10th century
domestic floor under later livestock buildings.

The research is expected to continue in the summer of 2024.
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Mynd 23. Horft til vesturs yfir fornt beejarstaedi Holakots i landi Vidvikur. Ljésmynd: Gudny Zoéga.

5.4  Fornleifarannséknir i Hjaltadal/Hjaltadalur

Archaeological Settlement Project

Leyfishafi: Gudony Zoéga Fyrirteki/stofnun: Haskolinn a
Hélum

Rannsoknarnumer: 202106-0097 NUmer PIMS: 2023-47

Stadsetning: A 494812 N 581751 Péstnumer: 551 Saudarkrokur

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 6.7.2023 Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 16.8.2023

Tegund rannséknar: visindarannsokn | Adferd: bléndud taekni

Tilgangur HASP fornleifaranns6knarinnar er ad rannsaka byggdasdgu og
byggdapréun a Hélum og i Hjaltadal. Verkefnid var i formi borkjarna og
kénnunarskurda & jordunum Efra-Asi (med Laufskalaholti), Brekkukoti,
Grafarkoti (afbyli fra Vidinesi) Kalfsst6dum, Kjarvalsstodum, Nautabdui,
Ingveldarstédum, Skidfsstédum, Gardakoti, Hringveri og Vidvik (med Holakoti).
Einnig var jardsjarmeling gerd i tdni & Skuafsstédum og gerdur var
kénnunarskurdur i kirkjugardo a4 Kalfsst6dum. Bylin 12 sem rannsékud voru
sumarid 2023 virdast 6ll stofnud nokkru fyrir gjésku tr Heklu sem féll 1104. A
bajunum Gardakoti, Kalfsstooum, Kjarvalsstédum, Nautabui, Ingveldarstédum
og Vidvik eru visbendingar um stédugleika i busetu fram yfir sid-midaldir. A
Skafsstooum virdist samfelld buseta & gamla bajarstaedinu en einnig fundust
ummerki skammtimabdsetu i tani. Beejarstadi Efra-Ass virdist hafa feerst litillega
med timanum. Holakot er yfirgefid skommu eftir 1300 og Hringver er yfirgefio a
fyrri hluta 20. aldar. Nidurstddur jardsjarmeelinga vio baejarhélinn 4 Skifsstéoum
benda til pess ad undir sverdi liggi hringlaga gardlag, um 20m i pvermal.
Garolaginu svipar til kirkjugardsveggja Ur frumkristni. Verdi stadfest ad petta sé
grafreitur er pad i fyrsta sinn sem kirkjugardur ur frumkristni hefur fundist
hérlendis med jardsjarmalingum, &n pess ad nokkrar heimildir séu til um Kirkju-
eda kirkjugard & jorainni.
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English Summary

This report outlines the 2023 work, including Geophysical survey, Coring, and Excavations
at Efri-As, Laufskalaholt (on the Efri-As land of the Asholt summer house), Brekkukot,
Kalfsstadir, Kjarvalsstadir, Nautabl, Ingveldarstadir, Skufsstadir, Gardakot (part of
Vidines) Grafarkot (part of Vidines), Hringver, Hélakot (part of Vidvik), and Vidvik) in
Hjaltadal as part of the Hjaltadalur Archaeological Survey Project (HASP). This is the third
year of a scheduled three-year project. The purpose of the project is to outline the
settlement sequence and regional development in Hélar and around Hjaltadal and
compare them with similar studies that have been carried out in Skagafjordur. The 12
farms investigated in 2023 all seem to have been established well before the Hekla 1104
(H1104) tephra fell. The farms at Gardakot, Kalfsstadir, Kjarvalsstadir, Nautabu,
Ingveldarstadir, and Vidvik have continuous sequences that indicate long-term stability up
to the early modern period. The farm mound at Skufsstadir seems to be continuous, and
there is a distinct, smaller, and shorter occupation area on the farmstead. The main farm
mound at Efri-As seems to have shifted over time. Holakot is abandoned shortly after AD
1300 and Hringver is abandoned in the mid-20th century. The geophysical results from
Skufsstadir suggest the presence of a round wall 21 m in diameter, consistent with a
churchyard boundary wall. If investigation of this round anomaly yields a burial ground,
it would be the first time that a churchyard wall was identified by geophysical prospection
at a farm without any documentary evidence of ever having had a church.
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Mynd 24. Steinar i botni tiingardsins & Asum. Steinarnir liggja ofan 4 péttu, nattarulegu malarlagi.
Horft til sudvesturs. Ljésmynd: Ylfa Leifsdottir.

5,5 Framkvemdarannsokn vegna strenglagnar

RARIK i Svinadal

Leyfishafi: Asta Hermannsdottir

Fyrirteeki/stofnun: Byggdasafn
Skagfirdinga

Rannsoknarnumer: 202306-0094 NUmer PIMS: 2023-41
Stadsetning: A 454170 N 562653 Péstnumer: 541 Blénduds
Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 27.6.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 27.6.2023
Tegund rannséknar: Adferd: kdnnunarskurdur
Framkveemdarannsokn

Markmid rannsoknarinnar var ad freista pess ad kanna aldur og umfang tveggja
gardlaga, annars vegar tingards & Asum og hins vegar meints gardlags i jadri
lands Hamrakots, vegna jardstrengslagningar RARIK. Grafnir voru einfaldir
skurdir i gegnum gardldgin um pad bil & peim stad sem RARIK mun pvera pau.
Tangardurinn & Asum var sannarlega gardur eins og sast a yfirbordi. Gerd hans
var mjog einfold og einsleitni jardvegarins gerdi talkun erfida. I botni gardsins
voru steinar og ofan a peim matti greina 6ljost torflag. Afok 14 upp ad veggnum
beggja vegna en engin gjéskuldg fundust, ad undanskildu H3 sem var nokkud
undir steinunum. Rannsoknin varpadi pvi ekki frekara ljési & aldur gardsins.
Gardlagid i Hamrakotslandi reyndist nattdrulegt. Liklega er um rofabardsbelti ad
reeda sem groid hefur upp og likist pvi gardlagi.

English Summary

The aim of the research was to investigate the age and extent of two wall structures, on the
one hand a field boundary wall in Asar and on the other hand an alleged wall on the edge
of Hamrakot's land, due to RARIK's plan of laying of underground cables through the
walls. Simple trenches were dug through the walls at approximately the point where
RARIK intends to lay the cable through them.

The boundary wall at Asar was truly a wall as could be discerned on the surface. Its
construction was very simple and the homogeneity of the soil made interpretation difficult.
At the bottom of the garden there were stones and on top of them a vague layer of turf
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could be discerned. Aaeolian deposits lay up against the wall on both sides, but no tephra
layers were found, apart from H3 which was somewhat under the stones. Therefore, the
age of the wall is unclear.

The wall in Hamrakotsland turned out to be natural. It is probably a belt of erosion that
has regrown and therefore resembles a wall on the surface.
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Mynd 25. Drénamynd. Attstrendur grunnur Silfrastadakirkju. Kénnunarskurdur T1 lengst til vinstri,
kénnunarskurdur T3 langsum i grunninum. Nordvestur er upp & myndinni. Ljésmynd:
Asta Hermannsdottir.

5.6 Rannsokn a kirkjugrunni Silfrastadakirkju vegna

framkvaemda vio grunn kirkjunnar £

Leyfishafi: Asta Hermannsdottir

Fyrirteki/stofnun: Byggdasafn
Skagfirdinga

Rannsoknarnumer: 202308-0029 Numer PIMS: 2023-59
Stadsetning: A 491675 N 549149 Péstnumer: 561 Varmahlio
Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 16.8.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 22.8.2023
Tegund rannséknar: Adferd: blondud tekni
Framkveemdarannsokn

Silfrastadakirkja var reist arié 1896 og er fridlyst. HUn var flutt af grunni sinum
fyrir tveimur arum til ad haegt veeri ad gera hana upp og laga grunn hennar. Flytja
a kirkjuna aftur a sinn stad eftir endurbatur. Til ad haegt sé ad laga grunn
kirkjunnar gerdi Minjastofnun Islands kréfu um fornleifarannsékn & stadnum,
enda stendur grunnurinn i jadri bajarhols Silfrastadar og er 6skuhaugur i og vid
grunninn.

Markmid rannsoknarinnar var tvipeett, annars vegar ad ganga ar skugga um hvort
eldri mannvirki leyndust undir kirkjugrunni og reyndist svo ekki vera. Ef
mannvirki hefdu fundist var gert rad fyrir endurskodun aatlunar og steekkun
rannséknar i samradi vid Minjastofnun. Hitt markmidid var ad sigta hluta af
o6skuhaugnum og taka ar honum jardvegssyni til ad freista pess ad na eins miklum
upplysingum og hagt veeri Gr honum, en ljost er ad hluti hans parf ad vikja fyrir
nyjum Kirkjugrunni sem til stendur ad byggja undir gémlu kirkjuna.

Allt grjét var fjarlegt med vélum ar grunni Kkirkjunnar. Mikid magn
mannvistarlaga var sjaanlegt, en einnig ljost ad svadid er mjog raskad. Akvedid
var ad taka fjora borkjarna skahalt ar midju kirkjugrunnsins og at fyrir hann til
sudurs til ad kanna dypt og tilvist mannvistarlaga. Opnadur var kdnnunarskurdur
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(T1), Ix1 m, rétt sunnan vid grunninn par sem liklegast potti ad éskuhaugur veeri
minnst raskadur. Grafid var i gegnum mannvistarlég i peim skurdi nidur 41,78 m
dypi par sem mest var og komid nidur & 6hreyfo jardldg.

I kirkjugrunninn sjalfan var grafinn mjor skurdur (T3), 300x40 sm ad steerd, til
ad kanna dypt mannvistarlaga, sem eru mjog réskud. I nordurenda voru um 50
sm nidur & 6hreyfda mold en i sudurenda voru mannvistarldg nidur a1 m og pykkt
néattarulegt sandlag par undir.

Nidurstada rannséknarinnar er st ad mikid magn mannvistarlaga er 4 stadnum
og einungis var grafid i litinn hluta peirra. Mannvistarldgin virdast vera fra pvi
eitthvad fyrir 1300 a.m.k. og fram & 20. 6ld. Mikil ruslaltg fra 20. 6ld eru efst og
lj6st ad mikio rét hefur verid 4 stadnum i seinni tid.

English Summary

Silfrastadakirkja church was built in 1896 and is a listed building. It was moved off its
foundation two years ago so that it could be renovated, and its foundation repaired. The
church is to be moved back to its original place after renovations. In order to be able to fix
the foundation of the church, Minjastofnun fislands demanded an archaeological
investigation on the site, since the foundation is located on the edge of the Silfrastadir farm
mound and there is a midden in and just outside the foundation.

The aim of the research was two-fold, on the one hand, to ascertain whether older
structures were hidden under the church foundation, and it turned out not to be the case.
If structures had been found, a review of the plan and an expansion of the investigation
were planned in consultation with the Cultural Heritage Agency (Minjastofnun islands).
The other goal was to sift part of the midden and take a soil sample from it in order to try
to get as much information as possible from it, but it is clear that part of it has to give way
to a new church foundation that is to be built under the old church.

All stones were removed by machines from the foundation of the church. A large amount
cultural layers were visible, but it was also clear that the area is very disturbed. It was
decided make four cores diagonally from the center of the church foundation and beyond
it to the south in order to investigate the depth and presence of cultural layers. A trench
(T1), 1x1 m, was opened just south of the foundation, where it was most likely that the
midden was least disturbed. Excavation was carried out through cultural layers in the
trench down to a depth of 1.78 m where natural layers were hit.

A narrow trench (T3), 300x40 cm in size, was excavated in the church foundation itself, in
order to explore the depth of the cultural layers within, which are very disturbed. At the
northern end, there were about 50 cm down to natural layers, while at the southern end
there were cultural layers down to 1 m and a thick natural sand layer underneath.

The result of the research is that there is a large amount of cultural layers at the site and
only a small part of them was excavated. Habitation at Silfrastadir seems, from the
excavated cultural layers, to date from at least some time before 1300 and until the 20th
century. Extensive 20th century rubbish layers are at the top and it is clear that there has
been a lot of disturbance at the site in recent times.
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Mynd 26. Kdnnunarskurdurinn i Glaumbee, undir veggnum & milli eldhass og Blaustofu. Horft til
nordurs. Ljésmynd: Asta Hermannsdottir.

Leyfishafi: Asta Hermannsdottir Fyrirteki/stofnun: Byggdasafn
Skagfirdinga

Rannsdknarnumer: 202309-0067 Numer PIMS: 2023-71

Stadsetning: A 476747 N 568223 Péstnuimer: 561 Varmahlio

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 28.9.2023 = Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 2.10.2023

Tegund rannsoknar: Adferd: uppgroftur

Framkveemdarannsokn

par sem rifa purfti og endurhlada tvo veggi Glaumbajar var akvedid ad nyta pad
einstaka tekifeeri til ad kanna aldur mannvistar i "efri" Glaumbe. Visbendingar
fundust vid rannsdknir fyrr & éldinni um ad elstu mannvist i "efri" Glaumbae veeri
ad finna a pessu svaedi, p.e. gerdar voru rannsoknir rétt utan vid pad horn hdssins
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sem nu & ad faraad vinna inni i. Stéra spurningin er hvort beejarstadi Glaumbaejar

hafi verid feert fra "nedri" Glaumbae (par sem skalinn er) og upp a "efri" Glaumba

& einhverjum timapunkti eda hvort baseta hafi verido a badum svedum & sama
tima. Hingad til hefur verid talid ad "nedri" Glaumbeer, p.e. skalinn i tininu, hafi
verid i byggo fram undir 1100 og pa hafi buseta feerst upp i "efri" Glaumbee.
Grafinn var einn kénnunarskurdur, 1,15x0,75 m ad stard, innarlega i sundinu a
milli eldUss og Blaustofu. Stadsetning skurdarins var akvedin eftir ad teknir h6fou
verid sjo borkjarnar. Tveir peirra (teknir 4 sama stad, einn litill og sidan einn stér)
syndu mannvistarldg, torf og meint golflég, og var pvi akvedid ad grafa par nidur.
Efst var torfveggur sem greinilega er vidgerd a eldri vegg. Undir honum var
litrikur, gamall torfveggur. Sa veggur naddi & ca 1,1 m dypi. Undir honum voru
torfleifar og golflég, um 30 cm i allt. Meginnidurstadan er ad seinni tima
framkvemdir/vidgerdir hafa ekki eydilagt alla eldri mannvist & stadnum.
Visbendingar eru um mannvist undir pvi sem talid er vera 1000 gjoskan og einnig
fast ofan & pvi sem geeti verid landnamsgjoskan. Endanleg talkun bidur greiningar
& gjéskuldégunum en visbendingar benda i p4 att ad baseta hafi verid i baedi "efri"
og "nedri" Glaumba fra upphafi. Ef rétt reynist breyta nidurstéournar fyrri
hugmyndum um busetu i Glaumbee.

English Summary

Since two walls of Glaumbeaer had to be demolished and rebuilt, it was decided to use the
unique opportunity to investigate the age of human habitation in "upper" Glaumbeer.
Evidence was found during research earlier in the century that the oldest human
habitation in "upper" Glaumbgr could be found in this area, i.e. investigations were
carried out just outside the corner of the building that is now to be worked on. The big
question is whether the occupational site of Glaumbar was moved from the "lower"
Glaumbeer (where the skali is) to the "upper" Glaumbar at some point or whether there
was residence in both areas at the same time. Until now, it has been believed that "lower"
Glaumbeer, i.e. the skali in the field, was inhabited until around 1100 and then the
residence moved up to "upper" Glaumbeer.

One exploratory trench, 1.15x0.75 m in size, was dug inside the channel between the
kitchen and Blaastofa. The location of the trench was determined after seven cores had
been taken. Two of them (taken in the same place, one small and then one large) showed
layers of human habitation, turf and supposed floor layers, and it was therefore decided to
dig down there. At the top was a turf wall which is clearly a repair to an older wall. Beneath
him was a colourful, old turf wall. That wall reached a depth of approx. 1.1 m. Underneath
it were the remains of turf and floor layers, about 30 cm in all. The main conclusion is that
recent constructions/repairs have not destroyed all the older human settlements on the
site. There is evidence of human habitation beneath what is believed to be the 1000 tephra
layer and also right on top of what may be the settlement tephra layer (Landnamslagid). A
definitive interpretation awaits the analysis of the tephras, but the indication are that there
was occupation in both "upper” and "lower" Glaumbar from the beginning. If proven
correct, the results will change previous ideas about habitation in Glaumbeer.

Minjastofnun Islands
2024

50/103



Yfirlit yfir fornleifarannséknir 2023

6. Nordurland eystra

Mynd 27. Tjérn, loftmynd sem var tekid med drdéna; skurdur er sunnan vid nyja hisid og austan vid
kirkjuna. Ljésmynd: Ramona Harrison.

6.1 Tvidaela/Two Valleys Project - Stadartunga

Leyfishafi: Ramona Harrison Fyrirteki/stofnun: Fornleifastofnun
Islands ses

Rannsdknarnumer: 202106-0002 Numer PIMS: 2023-50

Stadsetning: A 524920 N 575028 Péstnumer: 621 Dalvikurbyggd

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 10.7.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 9.8.2023

Tegund rannsoknar: visindarannsékn = Adferd: blondud tekni

EY-215:001 - 6skuhaugur, Stadartunga:

Framhald af uppgreftri vid Stadartungu arid 2023 beindist einkum ad pvi ad finna
visbendingar um landndm og buskap fra landnamséld til nGtimans i gegnum
leifar 6skuhaugs.

Einn konnunarskurdur fra fyrra ari (TR4, 2 x 3 m) var opnadur aftur og
framlengdur og i ljés komu lagskipt mannvistarlég sem ad talsverdu leyti eru
heimilissorpldg. bPau tengjast margra alda ségu beaejarins og bera m.a. vitni um
mataraedi og skepnuhald. Lagskipt mannvistarlog sem komu i 1jos i skurdi TR4
samanstodu af daglegu heimilissorpi i bland vid &fok og torfhrun. I skurdi TR4
voru talsverdar leifar af byggingarhruni fra natimanum sem rutt hafdi verid nidur
brekkuna og yfir dskuhaug fr4 20. 6ld en ummerkin eru frd pvi ad sidasta
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baejarhasid & holnum var rifid og vido héfum na grafid upp mannvistarlég sem
veita okkur innsyn inn i daglegt lif og starfsemi & jérdinni allt aftur til fyrstu
busetu par.

Pott rod kjarna hafi verid borud arid 2022 pvert yfir tladan haug um midbik
holsins, var umfang hans, dypt og rammal ekki enn ad fullu kortlagt.

ATH: Borkjarnarannsokninni (samatals 19 kjarnar fra 20023-24) til ad meta
umfangid var lokid i juni 2024.

EY-118:001- 6skuhaugur, Tjorn (519596/603552)

R60 borkjarna (samtals 26 kjarnar fra 2023-24) voru teknir 4 sveedi par sem
meintur 6skuhaugur var.

Oskuhaugur sem tilheyrir bylinu Tjérn var stadsettur og grafid i hann. Hann
spannar sennilega timabilid allt fra pvi um 1000 e. Kr og fram til natimans (sbr.
brot Gr radugleri sem par fannst) eftir pvi sem rada ma af borkjarnasynunum.
Tekinn var kénnunarskurdur i 6skuhauginn, (TR1, 3 x 1 m). Adeins vannst timi
til ad grafa upp l6g fra pvi um 1300 e.Kr. og yngri. Pennan dskuhaug maetti
rannsaka betur sidar. ATH: Borkjarnarannsokninni til ad meta umfangid var
lokid i juni 2024.

EY-201:010- 6skuhaugur, Halskot 522214/574494). R6d borkjarna (samtals 58
kjarnar) var tekin a sveedi par sem meintur dskuhaugur var. Pvi midur fundust
engin greinilega lagskipt 6skuldg i kjornunum.

English summary

EY-215:001- Midden at Stadartunga

The excavation in Stadartunga in 2023 was a continuation of trial trench 4 (TR4, 2 x 3 m)
which was begun in the previous season but not completed. The stratified midden layers
in TR4 consisted of everyday household refuse deposits, windblown material and turf
collapse layers. TR4 contained modern building collapse remains pushed down the slope
and onto the top of the midden mound during the 20th century. This was when the last
farm house on this spot to be demolished. In 2023, this trench was reopened and excavated
down to natural deposits. Though this needs to be confirmed by pending artifact,
radiocarbon, and tephra analysis, it is safe to assume that this trench revealed cultural
activity layers most likely going all the way back to first settlement of the site. Which seems
to have happened already shortly after deposition of the Landnam tephra sequence
(encountered in TR3 in 2022).

Though a series of cores were placed across the presumed midden mound in 2022 its
original extent, depth, and volume remained unclear then. Therefore, coring work needed
to continue and was only completed in June of 2024, resulting in a total of 19 cores
documented in 2023-24.

EY-118:001- Midden at Tjorn (519596/603552)

A series of cores were placed into the farm mound associated with the old farm house at
Tjorn that was demolished in the 20th century. The task of locating stratified midden
layers was challenging due to many series of building debris from construction debris
associated with the modern farm house, but also with earlier turf structures. A trial trench
(TR1, 3 x 1 m) was placed into the limited portion of the mound that appeared the least
disturbed based on the extensive coring work done across the whole mound. The cultural
layers from that trench suggest site activity dating from as recently as the modern/early
modern era to back to possibly early medieval times, pending more extensive dating
assessment. Coring work needed to continue and was only completed in June of 2024,
resulting in a total of 26 cores documented in 2023-24.

EY-201:011 - Midden at Halskot (522214/574494)

Extensive coring of the infield (total of 58 cores), structural ruins, and immediate outfield,
at this site did not reveal any substantial midden remains.
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Mynd 28. Skurdur 2 i atihisahdl, horft til nordurs i att ad ibudarhusi sem stendur & baejarh6lnum i
Ystabe. Ljésmynd: Orri Vésteinsson.

6.2 Sagabyggdar i Hrisey
Leyfishafi: Orri Vésteinsson Fyrirtaeki/stofnun: Haskdli Islands
Rannsdknarnumer: 202206-0097 Numer PIMS: 2023-44

Stadsetning: A 527197 N 612887 Pdostnumer: 630 Hrisey

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 25.7.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 15.9.2023

Tegund rannsoknar: visindarannsékn = Adferd: blondud tekni

Verkefnio er framhald rannsékna i Hrisey sem mida ad pvi ad varpa ljosi & aldur
beejarstedanna i eyjunni og afla grunnupplysinga um dreifingu mannvistarleifa i
og vid hin fornu tan. Sidasta tinid sem skodad var er i Ystaba og par voru teknir
180 borkjarnar & 20 m fresti yfir allt tinid og naesta nagrenni pess, einkum nedan
vid, milli tans og sjavarbakka. Einnig voru grafnir prir 1x1 m kénnunarskurdir til
ad stadfesta athuganir ar borkjornum. Mannvist sast allvida i taninu undir H-
1104 og einnig undir og yfir tveimur dokkum gjéskulégum sem eru yngri, liklega
H-1300 og V-1477. Nidurstadan er su ad byggd hefur verid samfelld i Ystabae
sidan allléngu fyrir 1104, sennilega allt fra landnamsold. Ofugt vid Sydstabee
fundust ekki skyr merki um hibyli manna nema a baejarh6lnum og naest i kringum
hann. Eina undantekningin er & sjavarbakkanum, vid lendinguna, & svonefndri
Sloégu, en par syndu kjarnarnir kol og 6sku & nokkrum stédum sem tengist
orugglega hibylum frekar en skarni. Skurdur sem tekinn var par stadfesti ad par
eru umtalsverdar byggingaleifar fra 16ngu timabili, m.a. érugglega & middldum.
Ad 60ru leyti voru byggingaleifar helst par sem Gtihuds stédu i byrjun 20. aldar en
til vidbétar fannst einn alitlegur rastaholl i sunnanverdu tininu. Skurdur par
stadfesti morg byggingarstig en ekkert sem bendir til hibyla. Pridji skurdurinn,
par sem vonast var eftir 6skuhaug, reyndist neikveedur.

English Summary

The project completes a survey of the five known farmsteads of Hrisey. A coring survey
(180 cores at 20 m intervals) and limited trenching showed signs of comprehensive
occupation of the homefield of Ystibaer well before 1104. Anthropogenic deposits were
found widely below and above the historic tephras, probably H-1300 and V-1477
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confirming continuous occupation of this site from the Viking Age. Evidence for dwelling
was found primarily in and around the farm mound, and only one other site has possible
evidence for habitation, a place called Slaga, on the coast by the landing. Charcoal and ash
was found over a wide area here and trenching confirmed multiple building phases from a
long period, particularly in the Middle Ages. Other building remains were primarily found
in the locations of animal stalls known from the beginning of the 20th century with the
addition of amound in the southern edge of the homefield where trenching also confirmed
multiple phases of turf buildings but no sign of habitation. The third trench failed to
confirm a suspected midden.
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Leyfishafi: Margrét Hallmundsdottir Fyrirtaeki/stofnun: Nattdrustofa

Vestfjardoa
Rannsoknarnumer: 202309-0041 Numer PIMS: 2023-70
Stadsetning: A 534886 N 583149 Pdostnumer: 604 Akureyri
Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 4.10.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 4.10.2023
Tegund rannséknar: Adferd: kdnnunarskurdir
framkvaemdarannsokn

Framkveemdarannsoknin folst i gerd fjogra kdnnunarskurda i fjérar minjar
(Gardlag (2776-004), téft (2776-005) toft (2776-006) og gardlag (2776-008),
Rannséknin var gerd ad kréfu Minjastofnunar.

Ein af peim fjérum minjum sem grafnar voru reyndist ekki vera fornleifar, en pad
var meint gardlag [2776-004] & Hvithol, sem reyndist vera nattdrulegt fyrirbeeri.
Rust [2776-005] er ad ollum likindum fjarhas med litilli hl6du eda heytéft aftan
vid. Midad vid haed og vardveislu veggja, og ad enn var hagt ad greina tad i gélfinu,
er liklegt ad byggingin sé ekki mjog forn, en greinilegt er ad hun hafi verio med
paki.

Rust [2776-006] hefur liklega verid rétt og var med somu gjéskulinsum og ruast
[2776-005]. Torfid er mjog apekkt i badum byggingunum og veggirnir voru
svipadir ad had. bad bendir til ad byggingarnar hafi verid byggoar & svipudoum
tima og efnid tekid af sama stad.

Gardur [2776-008] er mjog Utflattur og geeti verid nokkud gamall midad vié pad.
pad virdist ekki hafa verid mikid lagt i gerd hans, sem geeti skyrt hvers vegna hann
hefur flast svona mikid Gt. Hann var hladinn med grjéti nedst og sidan péttur med
torfkenndum jardvegi. Mjog litlar linsur af H3 og 1300-laginu benda til pess ad
jardvegi hafi verid mokad i gardinn.
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English Summary

The excavation involved the making of four trenches in four features (boundary (2776-
004), structure (2776-005), structure (2776-006), and boundary wall (2776-008)). The
research was carried out at the request of the Cultural Heritage Agency of Iceland.

One of the four features excavated turned out not to be an archaeological specifically the
supposed boundary wall [2776-004] at Hvithdll, which was found to be natural.

Structure [2776-005] is likely a sheepfold with a small hay barn or fodder shed at the back.
Based on the height and preservation of the walls, and the fact that dung was still
identifiable on the floor, it is likely that the building is not very old, though it clearly had a
roof.

Structure [2776-006] was probably a pen and contained the same tephra lenses as
structure [2776-005]. The turf used is very similar in both buildings, and the walls are
similar in height. It appears that the buildings were constructed at the same time and that
the material was sourced from the same location.

Boundary wall [2776-008] is very flattened and may be quite old. It does not seem that
much effort was put into its construction, which might also explain why it has flattened so
much. It was built with stone at the base and then packed with turf. Very small lenses of
H3 and the 1300 layer suggest that soil was shovelled into the boundary, unlike the
buildings where turf was cut and the walls were built from it.
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7. Austurland

Mynd 30. Yfirlitsmynd tekin til sudurs af fjéstoft sem var til rannséknar og haegra megin vié hana er
baejarhéll med minjum fra ymsum timum. Ljésmynd: Kristborg b6rsdottir.

7.1  Nautafjos i Nauthisabotnum

Leyfishafi: Kristborg borsdottir Fyrirteki/stofnun: Fornleifastofnun
Islands ses.

Rannsdknarnumer: 202305-0053 Numer PIMS: 2023-24

Stadsetning: A 721843 N 471515 Pd&stnumer: 755 Djupavogur

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 12.6.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 18.6.2023

Tegund rannsoknar: visindarannsékn = Adferd: blondud tekni

Markmidid var ad rannsaka meint nautafjos i Nauthdsabotnum i landi
Teigarhorns (hjaleigu Hals) i pvi augnamidi ad varpa ljési a nautahald til forna —
stadsetningu slikra fjosa, steerd peirra og gerd. Oljésar minjar eru fast vestan vid
fjostoftina og atti ad kanna edli peirra og aldur med borkjarnarannsokn.
Adeins reyndist timi til pess ad rannsaka hluta af nordurhluta fjéstéftarinnar sem
reyndist komin Gr notkun fyrir 1362 pvi gjoska tr Oreefajokli fra pvi ari liggur yfir
minjunum. Stadfest var ad toftin hefur liklega upphaflega gegnt hlutverki fjoss en
eftir ad haett var ad nota hisid sem fjos var pvi breytt og i pvi sdust ummerki um
tvo eldstadi. Ekki var haegt ad greina hvort ad fjosid hafi eingbngu veridé notad
fyrir naut eda naut og kyr. Oljosar minjar vestan vid fjosid eru liklega leifar af bee
eda iveruhusi og leiddi borkjarnarannsokn i 1jos ad paer minjar eru fra sama tima
og fj6sio og hafa verid farnar ar notkun fyrir 1362. barna virdist pvi hafa verid litio
byli eda sel fra midéldum en engar heimildir hafa vardveist um pad.

English Summary

The aim of the excavation of an alleged byre in Nauthusabotnar in Teigarhorn (a tenant
farm from Hals) was to shed light on cattle farming in Iceland in the past - where byres
were located, how they were made and what their size was. In addition, attempts were
made to clarify the connection between the byre and other, more obscure, buildings on the
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site.

The northern most part of the byre was partly excavated, revealing that the ruin was in fact
a byre, already out of use before the eruption in the Orafajokull glacier in year 1362. After
the byre went out of use, some changes were made to the house and remains of two hearths
were found belonging to that later phase. Those changes were made before the 1362
eruption. Some coring was done in the more obscure ruins west of the byre. Those seem to
be contemporary with the byre and are likely the remains of a medieval dwelling or a
shieling.
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Mynd 31. Horft til austurs yfir N-S snid i torfgardi [3040:011]. Ljésmynd: Indridi Skarphédinsson.

7.2  Framkveemdareftirlit og skodun minja a lagnaleid

HEF fra Eyvindara ad Eidum, Mulapingi
Leyfishafi: Rannveig P6rhallsdottir
Rannsoknarnumer: 202307-0062 NUmer PIMS: 2023-54
Stadsetning: A 715447 N 538659 Péstnumer: 701 Egilsstadir
Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 23.7.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 27.10.2023

Fyrirteki/stofnun: Sagnabrunnur ehf.

Tegund rannséknar: Adferd: blondud tekni
framkveemdaeftirlit

Markmid rannsoknarinnar var ad kanna og rannsaka fjérar skradar fornleifar
samkvaemt umsdgn minjavaroar.

[ fyrsta lagi ad kanna aldur og edli tingardsins [3040:011] vid Stérahaga & Eidum
med greftri kdnnunarskurdar. | 63ru lagi ad kanna vardveislu fornleifa i nAmunda
vid fridlysta baejarhoélinn [1780-774] ad Eyvindara.

I pridja lagi ad kanna vardveislu fridudu fjarhastoftarinnar [1780-775] ad
Eyvinda. Og i fjoroa lagi ad hafa framkvemdaeftirlit hja kirkjugardinum
[3040:012] ad Eidum.

Farid var & vettvang dagana 23. juli, 6. og 29. september og 27. oktober 2023.
Eidar:

A teikningu 1 var talkadur aldur gardlags [3040:011]. Nidurstédur rannsokna a
snidi i gardlag [3040:011] varpa lj6si a pad ad notkun Stérahaga sem beitarhaga
ner langt aftur 4 10.-11. 6ld. Med pverun tangans hefur fengist stért afmarkad
beitiland med tiltdlulega litilli fyrirh6fn. Fleiri sterdarinnar gardlég eru a
sveedinu i kringum Eida sem spanna samanlagt mérg hundrud metra og ekki er
Oliklegt ad peir séu i grunninn jafn fornir og tdngardurinn sem grafid var i.
Eyvindara:

Fjarhastéft [1780-775] stendur & holi og er talid ad eldri minjar leynist undir.
Fjarhdsminjunum var ekki raskad vidé framkvaemdirnar.
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A teikningu 2 mé sja talkun & aldri kolalags sem fannst rétt innan 100 m
friolysingarsvadis baejarhdls [1780-774] vid Eyvindara. Teiknad var 75 cm snid til
sudurs (fra A-V) i um 50 m fjarleegd vid ibudarhusid ad Eyvindara 1. A um 35 cm
dypi fra yfirbordi var haegt ad greina um 20 cm langt og um 0,5 cm pykkt kolalag.
Kolalagid var yfir 0-1362 gjéskunni in situ og undir kolalaginu var haegt ad greina
H-1158 gjosku. Telja méa liklegt ad kolalagid sé fra pvi fyrir 1477 og eftir 1362. Ut
fra gjoskulégum in situ & svaedinu virdist pad vera fra timabilinu 1370-1470 e. K.
Kirkjugardour [3040:12] ad Eidum:

Linulégnin var 16gd 4 um 40 cm dypi a pegar hreyfdu svaedi nordan vid kirkjugaro
3040:12 ad Eidum. Enga mannvist var ad sja & lagnasveaedinu.

English Summary

The aim of the study was carry out a watching brief and to investigate four registered
archaeological remains according to the opinion of The Cultural Heritage Agency of
Iceland.

Firstly, to investigate the age and nature of the structure [3040:011] at Stérihagi at Eidar
by digging an exploratory trench. Secondly, to take care of the preservation of
archaeological remains in the vicinity of the sanctioned archaeological remains [1780-774]
at Eyvindara. Thirdly, to take care of the preservation of the archaeological remains [1780-
775] at Eyvindara. And fourthly, to carry out a watching brief at the cemetery [3040:012]
at Eidar.

The site was visited on 23rd of July, 6th and 29nd of September and 27rd of October 2023.
Conclusions:

On drawing 1, the age of the archaeological structure [3040:011] was interpreted. The
results shed light on the fact that the use of Stérahagi as a pasture goes back a long way to
the 10th-11th centuries. By closing up the area at Stérihagi a large pasture had been
obtained with relatively little effort. There are several garden layers of the same size in the
area around Eidar, which span many hundreds of meters in total, and it is not unlikely that
they are basically as ancient as [3040:011] that was excavated.

Eyvindara:

The archaeological remains [1780-775] stand on a hill and it is believed that older structure
is hidden underneath. The buildings were not disturbed during the construction.
In drawing 2 is the Interpretation of the age of a coal layer within the 100 m conservation
area of the sanctioned archaeological remains [1780-774] at Eyvindara. A 75 cm profile
was drawn in a profile to the south (from A-V) at a distance of about 50 m from the
residential building at Eyvindara 1. At a depth of about 35 cm from the surface it was
possible to detect a coal layer about 20 cm long and about 0.5 cm thick. The coal layer was
above the 0-1362 tephra in situ, and below the coal layer, the tephra of H-1158 could be
detected. It can be considered probable that the coal layer is from before 1477 and after
1362. Based on the tephra layers in situ in the area, it seems to be from the period 1370-
1470 AD.

Cemetary [3040:12] at Eidar: The pipeline was laid at a depth of about 40 cm in an already
disturbed area north of cemetery 3040:12 at Eidar. No human occupation could be seen in
the pipeline area.
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Mynd 32. Yfirlitsmynd af uppgraftasveedunum. Ljésmynd: Indridi Skarphédinsson.

7.3  Fjorour, Seyodisfjorour, ofanflédavarnir

Leyfishafi: Ragnheidur Traustadottir Fyrirteki/stofnun: Antikva ehf.

Rannsoknarnumer: 202007-0005 NUmer PIMS: 2023-22
Stadsetning: A 732672 N 538338 Péstnumer: 710 Seydisfjordur
Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 30.5.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 11.10.2023
Tegund rannséknar: Adferd: uppgroftur
framkvaemdarannsokn

s

Sumarid 2023 var grafid a tveimur svedum i Firdi, E og G, og teknir
kénnunarskurdir & svaedi I. A svadi E var haldid afram ad grafa upp skéalann
[1000] og vefjarstofuna [99]. Ny vidbygging [130] kom i lj6s nordvestan vid
skalann, undir skridunni fra 1100. Skalinn er 28-30 m & lengd og mest 8-9 m &
breidd, en i 1j6s komu fleiri byggingastig. I gélfldsgum fannst langeldur [80] fyrir
midju skalans 4samt setbekkjum. I vefjarstofunni vestan vid skalann sem er vel
vardveitt undir 1100-skridu, fundust ofn, setbekkir og torfveggir &samt pykkum
golflogum. Vidbyggingin er ekki jafn vel vardveitt en skridan hefur eydilagt hluta
af henni. Sennilega er petta bar eda skemma, engir gripir fundust. Nordan vid
skalann var stér 6skuhaugur [104], Undir honum kom i 1jés skridan fra 1100 og
annar dskuhaugur [94]. Talid var ad stori éskuhaugurinn[104] veeri einnig fra
940-1100, en ljést er ad svo er ekki, hann er fra 1100-1158, og 6skuhaugur [94]
fra 940-1100. Oskuhaugarnir tveir voru full grafnir og vitna um umfangmikla
busetu fra 940 til 1158. I badum dskuhaugum fundust mikid af gripum, beinum,
gjalli og kolum. T 6skuhaug [94] eru skrad 1344 fundanumer og i 6skuhaug [104]
820 gripir. Fjoldinn allur af gripum fannst & svaedi E, svo sem kljasteinar,
snaldusnidar, bryni, perlur, hnifar, silfurhringur, taflmenn, vadsteinar og lyklar,
deiglur og brot ar klébergi.

A svaedi G voru grafin upp Gtihuds. Svaedid er uppi i hlidinni, sudvestan vid skalann
a svaedi E. Um er ad raeda minnsta kosti fimm atihas [129], [132], [131],[133] og
[134], sem &Il hafa verid endurbyggd ofan i hvort annad 4 sama stad fra midri 10.
old til loka 19. aldar. Skridan fra 1100 féll & elsta mannvirkid [133]. Mannvirkin
hafa V-A stefnu, nema [131] sem hefur N-S stefnu, og hefur verid grafid inn i
skriduna fra 1100. Mannvirkin eru atihus, en tvo peirra eru fjos. Elsta [133] fra
940-1100 og yngsta [132] fra fyrri hluta 12. aldar til 1477. Erfitt hefur verid ad
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skilgreina mannvirkin fra hvort 6dru Ut af stédugum vidgeroum. Mikid af ndtima
gripum fundust i téftinni og hefur hin verid notud sem ruslahaugur eftir ad haett
var ad nota Gtihudsin. Med merkilegum gripum ma nefna snaeldusnad ar klébergi,
klyfjar og bronsnagla. betta er i fyrsta skipti sem atihas hefur verid grafid upp &
Islandi sem hefur stadid 4 sama stad i svona langan tima.

English Summary

In the summer of 2023, two areas in Fjordur, E and G, were excavated and test trenches
were dug in area I. In area E, the excavation continued of the longhouse [1000], the
weaving room [99], and a new extension [130] was discovered northwest of the longhouse,
under the landslide from 1100. Several more building stages of the longhouse were
revealed, and it is 28-30 m long and 8-9 m wide at most. Floor layers, benches and a long
fire [80] in the center of the longhouse were revealed. Excavation continued in the weaving
room to the west of the longhouse, which is well preserved under the 1100 landslide, with
ovens, benches, turf walls and thick floor layers. The extension [130] is not as well
preserved as the landslide destroyed parts of it. This was probably a storage room, and no
artifacts were found. To the north of the longhouse was a large midden [104]. A landslide
from 1100 and another midden, [94], were revealed underneath it. It was believed that the
large midden [104] was from 940-1100, however that is not the case and it has been dated
from 1100-1158, while [94] is from 940-1100. The two middens were both fully excavated
and bear witness to extensive habitation from 940 to 1158. In both middens, many
artifacts, bones, slag and coal were found. In midden [94] 1344 artefacts are recorded and
820 in midden [104]. Artefacts from area E include knives, beads, keys, gaming pieces,
whetstones, sinkers, loom weights, silver, crucibles, spindle whorls and soap stone
fragments.

In area G outhouses were excavated. The area is up on the hillside, southwest of the
longhouse in area E. There are five outhouses; [129], [134], [132], [131] and [133], all of
which have been rebuilt on top of each other in the same place from the middle of the 10th
century to the end of the 19th century. The landslide from 1100 fell on the oldest structure
[133]. The structures have a V-A orientation, except for [131] which has a N-S orientation
and has been dug into the landslide from 1100. Two of the outhouses are byres; the oldest
[133] from 940-1100 and [132] from the early 12th century to 1477. It has been difficult to
distinguish the structures from each other due to constant repairs. Artefacts include a
spindle whorl made of clinker, clinker and a bronze nail. Area G was used as a midden after
it was no longer in use, and a lot of modern artefacts were found in the upper layers. This
is the first time in Iceland that excavation shows that outhouses have been in the same
location for several hundred years.
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Mynd 33. Mynd 0764. Vestursnid i stekk [92]. 1875 gjoska hefur fallid upp ad torfvegg med 1477
gjosku. Ljosmynd: Rannveig borhallsdéttir.

7.4  Fjorour Seydisfjorour viobot v/snjoflédavarna

Leyfishafi: Rannveig P6rhallsdottir Fyrirteki/stofnun: Antikva ehf.
Rannsoknarnumer: 202305-0061 NUdmer PIMS: 2023-28
Stadsetning: A 732480 N 538276 Péstnumer: 710 Seydisfjorour
Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 10.5.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 13.5.2023
Tegund rannséknar: Adferd: kdnnunarskurgir
framkvaemdarannsokn

Markmid ranns6kna var ad kanna aldur téfta par sem setja & landfyllingu og
keilur undir fjallinu Bjolfi i landi Fjardar, Seydisfirdi, par sem framkvaemdir vegna
byggingu ofanflédavarna standa yfir. Tekin voru snid i sex meintar og adur
skradar toftir, p.e. annars vegar hja landfyllingu [92], [121], [91] og [89] og hins
vegar hja keilum [62] og [118].

Pad kom minna Ut Ur rannsékninni en axtlanir hoféu gert rad fyrir. Nidurstodur
rannsokna eru eftirfarandi:

[92] er ruslahaugur fra 20. éld.

[121] er matjurtagardur reistur & 1875, hefur liklega verid sléttadur med vélgréfu
og er fra 20. 6ld.

[91] er ad 6llum likindum stekkur, eldri en 1875. 1477 gjéska i torfi. V-snid
teiknad. Snidteikning telst naegileg moétvaegisadgerd.

[89] er ekki manngerd heldur nattaruleg.

[62] er matjurtagardur fra 20. 6ld.

[118] er matjurtagardur fra 20. 6ld.

1477 var greinilegt in situ i snidi nokkurra téfta. Einnig var landndmssyrpan og
H-3 greinileg i flestum kénnunarskurdunum in situ.

English Summary

The goal of the research was to evaluate from what time six previously registered
archaeological remains were, in the area where avalanche protection walls (landfill and
cones) are being built in the land of Fjordur, Seydisfjordur, under the mountain Bjolfur.
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Test pits were taken in six archaeological remains, that is by the landfill in archaeological
remains [92], [121], [91] and [89] and by the cone area [62] and [118].

The work on site showed younger age of the remains than expected.

The conclusion is the following:

[92] is a trashpile from the 20th century.

[121] is a cultivated area on the 1875 tephra, it has likely been cleared with a machine in
the 20th century.

[91] is most likely a weaning fold, older than 1875. 1477 tephra in turf. W-profile drawed
that is believed to be a sufficient countermeasure.

[89] er not a structure but a natural formation.

[62] is a cultivated area from the 20th century.

[118] is a cultivated area from the 20th century.

1477 tephra was visible in situ in some of the test pits, as well as the settlement sequence
tehpras and the H-3 tephra.
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Mynd 34. Austur-snid kdnnunarskurdsins, horft til nordausturs. Ljésmynd: Indridi Skarphédinsson.

7.5  Arnodrsstadir Jokuldal vegagero

Leyfishafi: Rannveig P6rhallsdottir Fyrirteki/stofnun: Sagnabrunnur ehf. r
Rannsoknarnumer: 202310-0101 NUmer PIMS: 2023-78

Stadsetning: A 677451 N 533481 Po6stnumer: 701 Egilsstadur

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 14.11.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 14.11.2023

Tegund rannséknar: Adferd: kdnnunarskurgir

framkvaemdarannsokn

Markmid vettvangsrannsékna var ad greina aldur hesthiss sem talid var reist um
midbik 20. aldar og hvort eldri minjar leyndust par undir sveradi.
Kénnunarskurdur var tekin i nordur vegg toftarinnar og kom pad i ljés ad gjoska
ar 6skju-1875 var i torfi téftarinnar. Einnig kom i 1jés ad beint undir golflogum
yngri téftarinnar var um 60 cm har torfveggur sem lag ad hluta til undir H-1104
in situ. Ljost er ad torfveggurinn tilheyrir mannvirki fra 10.-11. 6ld.

English Summary

The aim of the field investigation was to determine the age of a horse barn believed to have
been built in the mid-20th century and to see if older remains were hidden beneath it.
A test trench was dug in the north wall of the ruins, revealing that tephra from the ash
layer of 1875 was present in the turf of the ruins. It was also discovered that directly
beneath the floorboards of the younger ruins was a turf wall about 60 cm high, partially
lying under H-1104 in situ. It is clear that the turf wall belongs to a structure from the 10th
to 11th century.
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Mynd 35. Steinn med krotadri skipsmynd. Fannst undir sudurvegg eldri skalans. Ljésmynd: Bjarni
F. Einarsson.

7.6 Stood i Stoovarfiroi

Leyfishafi: Bjarni F. Einarsson Fyrirtaeki/stofnun:

Fornleifafreedistofan
Rannsoknarnumer: 2016070024 NuUmer PIMS: 2023-9
Stadsetning: A 738458 N 492135 Pdostnumer: 755 Stodvarfjorour
Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 1.6.2023 Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 30.6.2023

Tegund rannsoknar: visindarannsdékn = Adferd: uppgroftur

7

Markmid rannsdknanna var ad freista pess ad ljuka vid rannsékn & eldri
skalanum. Einnig var haldid &fram ad rannsaka Reiti D og E. Ekki tékst ad ljuka
vid eldri skalann.

I mai komu i St6d hopur enskra jardsjarmeaelingamanna til ad meela stort svaedi
austur af skalunum. Nidurstéour meaelinganna gafu til kynna ad mannvirki veeru
ad finna nokkud vida a sveedinu, par a medal batslaga mannvirki sem gatu verid
visbendingar um batskuml. Grafid var a mérgum pessara stada sem litu Gt fyrir
ad vera batskuml, en i ljos kom ad allir voru nattGrumyndananir (skridur).
Afram var leitad ad hugsanlegu nausti nidur i dalbotninum, en ekkert sast sem
benti til pess ad par veri naust ad finna.

English Summary

The aim of the excavation was to finish the investigation of the older hall and excavation
more holes (cooking pits?) on the activity zone, E. The older hall was not finished.
Search of a boathouse failed yet again (drone and surveying) so more complicated measure
is needed (LiDAR, Georadar).
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Mynd 36. Bddvarshaugur i Bédvarsdal. Ljésmynd: Vala Gardarsdaéttir.

7.7 Bodvarsdalur i Vopnafiroi
Fyrirteki/stofnun: VG

Leyfishafi: Vala Gardarsdottir
fornleifarannséknir

Rannsoknarnumer: 202305-0094 NUmer PIMS: 2023-

Stadsetning: A 703012 N 587266 Péstnumer: 691 Vopnafjordur

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 25.6.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 25.6.2023

Tegund rannséknar: Kénnun Adferd: borun

Markmidid var ad vera til vidtals i sjonvarpspattinum Fyrir alla muni og fara yfir
hvad borkjarnarannséknir geta sagt okkur vid undirblning rannsékna um
mogulega mannvist a tilteknu sveadi. Teknir voru fimm borkjarnar til ad syna
adferdafraedina.

English Summary

The goal was to demonstrate by taking core samples, what can be identified in the soil

about possible human habitation in a given area. The national Television of Iceland
(RUV1) showed episodes about Iceland’s history, and this was a small part of that.
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Mynd 37. Horft til nordurs yfir skéla Ferdafélags Islands i Breiduvik i &gist 2023. Uppgraftarsvedid
fyrir midri mynd. Ljésmynd: Indridi Skarphédinsson.

7.8 Breidavik a Viknasléooum

Leyfishafi: Rannveig Porhallsdottir Fyrirteeki/stofnun: Sagnabrunnur ehf.
Rannsoknarnumer: 202307-0015 Numer PIMS: 2023-53
Stadsetning: A 746714 N 562127 Pdostnumer: 721 Borgarfjordur eystri

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 26.7.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 27.8.2023

Tegund rannsoknar: visindarannsékn = Adferd: blondud tekni

Markmid uppgraftarins var ad kanna hvort ad i hélnum reyndist forn
greftrunarstadur, hvort ad um steinsetningu veeri ad raeda i kringum hoélinn og
hvort hdéllinn reyndist mannanna verk eda nattarulegt fyrirbeeri.
Uppgréftur & meintum minjum i hélnum & Sveinsholti leiddi pad i ljés ad i
hélnum var ekki ad finna fornt kuml og vard meinta steinarédin sem virtist
umlykja hoélinn ekki skyrari vido uppgréftinn. Hoéllinn reyndist myndadur a
nattarulegan hatt. Steinarnir lagu i malarjardvegi, likt og fannst nedar hélnum.
bPad bendir til pess ad jardvegur hafi eydst i kringum hdlinn sem mynda
steinarddina og i fyrstu var talid vera mannanna verk. Vid uppgroft kom i ljos ad
svaedid parna er nokkud grytt og er holtid sennilega mikid uppbyggt af framburai
anna sem renna sitthvoru megin vid holtid.

English Summary

The goal of the excavation was to investigate whether the mound contained an ancient
burial site, whether there was a stone structure surrounding the mound, and whether the
mound was a human-made construction or a natural phenomenon.

Excavation of the alleged remains in the mound at Sveinsholt revealed that no ancient
grave was found within the mound, and the supposed stone alignment that seemed to
surround it was not clarified by the excavation. The mound turned out to be naturally
formed. The stones were found in a gravelly soil, similar to what was found lower down
the mound. This suggests that soil has eroded around the mound, which initially was
thought to be a human construction. The excavation showed that the area is quite stony,
and the mound is likely significantly built up by sediment from the rivers flowing on either
side of it.
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8. Sudurland

Mynd 38. Horft til nordvesturs yfir uppgraftarsvedid 2023. Nedst i vinstra horni mé sja fornt,
torfhladid has framan vid hruninn helli. Ofan vid pad er yngra hus i hellisrastinni.
Ljosmynd: Kristborg borsdottir.

8.1 0Oddi a Rangarvollum, Oddarannséknin
Leyfishafi: Kristborg borsdottir

Fyrirteki/stofnun: Fornleifastofnun

Islands ses.
Rannséknarnimer: 2018050160 NUmer PIJMS: 2023-51
Stadsetning: A 431411 N 364109 Péstnumer: 851 Hella

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 8.8.2023 Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 25.8.2023

Tegund rannsoknar: visindarannsékn = Adferd: blondud tekni

Markmid sumarsins var ad grafa nidur & torfhladid hids vid munna & steersta
hellinum i hellakerfinu i Odda og hefja rannsékn a pvi. Has petta kom i 1jos
sumarid 2022 pegar grafinn var kdnnunarskurdur i gegnum allstéra pust framan
vid munna hellisins, sem er hruninn. begar svaedid var opnad (um 20 x 15 m) kom
i 1j6s yngra has vid nordurmork svaedisins og 6ljés mannvirki framan vid pad sem
eru ofan a peim minjum sem upphaflega stéd til ad rannsaka. Breyta purfti pvi
rannsoknaraeetluninni og steekka rannséknarsveadid til muna (20 x 10 m) til pess
ad hefja rannsokn & pessu yngra husi sem er byggt i rist hrunda hellisins. Adeins
er buid ad grafa husid fram og byrjad ad fjarlegja efstu hrunldgin en hér er ad
likindum um aé raeda fjésrust fra miodldum (virdist byggt a timabilinu 1158-1250
og komid ar notkun fyrir 1500). Framan vid petta has er nidurgrafin pré. | hana
virdist mykju hafa verid safnad og er hin ad einhverju leyti grafin ofan i eldra
hasid. Nedst i pessari pré kom i 1jés hrossgrof sem hafdi verid buid vandlega um.
Vid grdéfina var pinnahola og allur umbdnadur bendir til pess ad parna hafi farid
fram einhvers konar férnarathofn.
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English Summary

Excavation of a system of artificial caves in Oddi was continued in the summer of 2023.
This year the focus area was a turf house in front of the biggest cave in the area, underneath
amound at the mouth of the collapsed cave. At the northern most part of the research area
(ca. 20x15 min size), the south gable of another turf house was discovered. This house was
built inside the ruin of the cave sometime between 1158 and 1250 and was out of use before
1500. This new discovery forced the team to make changes to the initial excavation plan.
The excavation area was extended north (20x10 m), exposing the building, thought to have
been used as a byre. In front of this house is a large pit that seems to have been constructed
to collect manure from the byre. At the bottom of this pit, a horse grave was discovered.
The grave appears to be part of some sort of offering ritual.
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Mynd 39. Nemendur og kennari vid vinnu & uppgraftarsvaedinu. Horft til sudausturs. Ljésmynd:
Angelos Parigoris.

8.2 Skalholt

Leyfishafi: Angelos Parigoris Fyrirtaeki/stofnun: Haskdli Islands
Rannsdknarnumer: 201508-0040 Numer PIMS: 2023-61
Stadsetning: A425685 N403354 Pdastnumer: 806 Selfoss

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 21.8.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 25.8.2023

Uppgroftur for fram dagana 21. - 25. 4gust 2023. Alls téku 9 nemendur patt undir
umsjon tveggja fornleifafreedinga. Haldid var afram ad grafa & svaedi [5000] sem
stadsett er SA af Skalholtskirkju (sja nanar i Framvinduskyrslum fyrri ara).
Helstu minjar sem eru sjaanlegar & svaedinu eru eftirfarandi:
a) Steinahledslur eda mogulegar tradir eru i NV horni uppgraftarsvadis.
Tradirnar liggja i austur-vestur. bar eru byggdar inn i ruslalég (méaska, aska, kol,
bein og gripir) ad nordanverdu en eru mikid raskadar eftir nGtima framkveemdir
ad sunnanverdu og par er adeins nedsta steinarddin eftir.

b) Hellul6gd stétt er stadsett austan vid tradirnar og neer yfir um 6 fermetra flot.
c) Bygging i SA hluta uppgraftarsvaedis sem er sennilegast leifar af 18. aldar
prenthisi sem var flutt fra biskupssetrinu & Hélum i Hjaltadal. Byggingin hefur
adeins verid grafin fram ad hluta en i jardlégum fyrir utan bygginguna hafa nd
fundist prir prentstafir.

d) Bygging i NV hluta uppgraftarsvaedis. Byggingin er téluvert mikid roskud eftir
tradirnar sem eru sidari tima mannvirki. Veggurinn sem tilheyrir byggingunni
heldur afram i snidi i nordaustur- og nordvesturatt.

Alls voru skréd 5 mannvistarldg. Prju peirra voru skrad, meald og grafin ad fullu,
hin ad hluta. Prja peirra voru torfhrun; eitt var moaska og steinhellue (stétt).
Gripir sem komu i ljés vid rannsdknina voru eftirfarandi: leirkersbrot med
upphleyptu skrauti, postulin, baedi fin og grof jardleirsbrot, dyrabein, gler,
kritarpipubrot, jarngripir (adallega naglar og hnodnaglar), einn ledurbutar og 3
textil.
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English Summary

The excavation at Skalholt took place during 21 - 25 August 2023. Nine students from the
University of Iceland participated under the supervision of two teachers. The main
excavation area, [5000], is situated SE of the Skalholt Cathedral (see Preliminary reports
from previous years). The main archaeological features of the site are:

a) Stonewall boundaries marking an E-W oriented pathway located at the NW part of the
site. The northern wall is built up against midden layers containing peat ash, ash, charcoal,
burnt bones, bones and artefacts. The south wall is truncated by modern intrusions and
consists of one row of stones.

b) Paving situated east of the pathway and covers an area of around 6 square meters.
c¢) A turf building at the SE corner of site. The structure may possibly be the remains of the
18th century print house that was transferred from Hoélar bishopric. The building is partly
uncovered. Three lead types (printed letters, used for letterpress printing) have been found
outside the structure.

d) A turf structure located at the NW corner of site. The building is heavily truncated by
the aforementioned pathway at W. The wall of the structure runs beneath NW and NE
baulk of the excavation area.

Five deposits were identified. Three of the deposits were turf collapse material; one was a
peat ash deposit, and a stone dump.

Artifacts recovered included, a decorated pottery fragment, porcelain, fine and coarse
earthenware fragments, animal bone fragments, glass, clay pipe fragments, iron objects
(mainly nails and rivets), one piece of leather and two pieces of textile.
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Mynd 40. Horft nidur & rannséknarsvaedid. A myndinni sjast 61l svaedin sem rannsdkud hafa verid

fra &rinu 2017. Ljésmynd: Ragnheidur GI6 Gylfadottir.
8.3 Vesturbuoarhall
Leyfishafi: Ragnheidur GI6 Gylfadottir Fyrirteeki/stofnun: Fornleifastofnun

Islands ses

Rannsoknarnumer: 201706-0054 Numer PIMS: 2023-37 /
Stadsetning: A 393867 N 375262 Pd&stnumer: 820 Eyrarbakki
Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 28.8.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 8.9.2023
Tegund rannsoknar: visindarannsdékn = Adferd: uppgroftur

z

Markmid verkefnisins eru rannsoknir og uppgréftur & verslunarhdsum fra
timabilinu 1600-1900 (einokunartimanum). Uppgrofturinn er forsenda
endurbyggingu hlsanna a pessum stad. Jardsjarmealingar sem gerdar voru arid
2017 og uppgroftur aranna 2019-2022 syna ad grunnur VesturbUdarinnar sem
rifin var arid 1950 er nokkud vel vardveittur undir sverdi. Sérstaklega virdast
leifarnar af sydsta verslunarhdsinu vera heillegar sem og pvi vestasta en
vardveislan er verst af nyrsta og austasta hasinu.

Fyrri ar hefur verido unnid i vestasta hlsinu og komid ad pvi ad fjarleegja yngsta
byggingarskeidid par. Akvedid var ad opna nytt sveedi til sudausturs fra fyrra
rannsOknarsvedi, p.e. halda ekki &fram par sem grafido hefur verid sidustu ar.
Nyja svaedid er vesturendi hidss sem kallast m.a. Gamla og Nyja Krambudin en
undir lokin var parna pakkhus. Uppgraftarsveedio var alls um 90 fm2. Samanlagt
er pvi buid ad opna um 330 fm & Vesturbldarhol. Astaedur pess ad ekki var haldid
afram innan hudssins Fénix eru nokkrar. Ekki er buié ad taka afstédu til pess hvort
grjotio ur undirstédunum verdi nytt vio uppbyggingu hisanna. EkKi er heldur
blid ad hanna husin né skipuleggja hvernig stadid verdur ad uppbyggingunni.
Fyrstu nidurstdédur uppgraftarins benda til pess ad undirstédurnar séu vel
vardveittar en sudvesturhorn huassins er skemmt. Hladnir Gtveggir og pverbitar
innan hassins eru komin i 1jés og breytingar sem tengjast rafvaedingu, vatnsveitu
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og rennur tengdar kléaki. Flest mannvistarlogin sem grafin oru upp tengjast
nidurrifi hassins, p.e grjétpukk og ruslalag undir gélfi, jarnarusl, radugler og
gripir fra midri 20. 6ld. Faist aframhaldandi fjarmagn til rannsékarinnar er stefnt
ad rannséknum & 6llu pvi svaedi sem hefur verid afhjupad.

Allt minjasvaedio var melt upp med alstdd og teknar af pvi drénamyndir og verdur
unnid ar peim gégnum i vetur og nakvaem Kkort gerd af minjastadnum. Urvinnsla
stendur yfir.

English Summary

This research aims to fully excavate the trade buildings that date from ¢ 1600-1900. A
geophysical survey and a test pit were done on the site in July 2017 and excavations from
2019-2022, in the western house. All of them revealed the remains of the buildings, which
were torn down in 1950, remain fairly well preserved. In particular, the southern and
westernmost buildings. Up until now, the western house has been excavated but due to
various reasons, a new area was opened. The new site is about 90 fm so in total about 330
fm have been opened in Vesturbudarhall.

Most of the deposits are associated with the building's demolition on one hand and its
construction on the other.

The entire site was measured with a total station, drone photographs were taken and
detailed maps will be produced during the winter.
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Mynd 41. Drénamynd af kirkjunni og gardinum utan um hana. (Mynd 2023-64. N visar upp).
Ljésmynd: Bjarni F. Einarsson.
8.4 Arfabodt
Leyfishafi: Bjarni F. Einarsson Fyrirtaeki/stofnun:
Fornleifafreedistofan
Rannsoknarnimer: 201705-0063 NUmer PIMS: 2023-29
Stadsetning: A 527383 N 330467 Péstnumer: 881 Kirkjubejarklaustur #
Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 3.7.2023 Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 21.7.2023
Tegund rannséknar: visindarannsékn =~ Adferd: bléndud teekni

Markmid rannséknanna sumarid 2023 var ad freista pess ad klara nytt rymi
austast i baejarpyrpingunni (rymi H) og klara ad grafa i kring um kirkjuna, peas
kirkjugardinn.

Eins og venjulega fer mestur timi og orka i ad moka burtu sandi ofan af rastunum.
English Summary

The aim of the excavation 2023 was to finish the new house (House H) at the east of the

farmbuildings and to excavate the churshyard around the church ruin.
As usual, most of the time and effort goes to remove the sand of the ruins.
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Mynd 42. Yfirlitsmynd af heimatuni og beaejarhdl Vestri-Loftstada. Ljésmynd: Gylfi Helgason.

8.5 Borkjarnar a Vestri Loftsst6oum

Leyfishafi: Gylfi Bjérn Helgason Fyrirteki/stofnun: Fornleifastofnun

Islands ses.
Rannséknarnumer: 202309-0129 NuUmer PIMS: 2023-73
Stadsetning: A 406338 N 368419 Péstnumer: 803 Selfoss

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 2.10.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 20.10.2023

Tegund rannsoéknar: visindarannsékn =~ Adferd: bléndud teekni

Markmid rannsoknarinnar var ad afla frekari vitneskju um edli, Utbreidslu og
umfang mannvistarleifa & Loftstadahdl (AR-092:001_01) og eftir fremsta megni
um aldur og préun byggdéarinnar - eins og borkjarnarannsékn leyfir. Borkjarnar
voru teknir med skipulégoum heetti (5 m millibili ad jafnan, en 1 m millibil ef
mannvist fannst), baedi 4 baejarholnum og i toftir/pustir innan gamla heimatins
jardarinnar. Bajarstaedi jardarinnar var feert vegna agangs sjavar a 17. 6ld skv.
Jardabok Arna Magnussonar og Pals Vidalins um 1703. VerbUdir voru sidar
reistar & holnum og voru i notkun eitthvad fram yfir 1890, samkvaemt
ornefnaskra.

Alls voru teknir 83 borkjarnar i 16 linum & og vio bajarhélinn. Borinn var 1.2-1.6
m langur. Um 0,6-1 m pykkt sandlag - afok - var yfir 6llum hélnum, jafnvel dypra
a sudur- og austurhlid hdlsins. Litil ummerki um mannvist kom upp ar
borkjérnum, pé fundust ummerki um 6skuhaug (moéaska) vid vesturhluta
hélsins, 4 um 60 sm dypi. Svort, finkornott eldfjallagjoska er yfir 6skuhaugnum
en ekki er vitad um aldur hennar. Um 5 sm pykkt mannvistarlag fannst i toft (AR-
091:001_02) & bejarhélnum & um 40 sm dypi. Dypt mannvistar og
yfirbordsummmerki benda til pess ad toftin var ein af verbddunum sem reistar
voru vid hélinn fremur en ad hdn hafi tilheyrt seinasta stigi Loftstadabajar.
Jardvegur innan tansins er punnur og sendinn. Borkjarnar voru teknir i og vio
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tveer verbdir (AR-092:001_002-003) austurlega i heimatuninu og par fundust
mjog litil ummerki um mannvist. S6muleidis voru borkjarnar teknir i tvaer pastir
(AR-092:050-051) i nordausturhluta heimatinsins en i peim fannst ekki
mannvist og mogulega er petta gronar sanddldur.

Rof var nedarlega sudvesturhluta bajarholsins og var pad hreinsad til pess ad
freista pess ad finna ummerki mannvistar en engar greinilegar mannvistaleifar
fundust i snidinu. Gengid var snyrtilega fra sarinu og pvi lokad aftur til pess ad
koma i veg fyrir frekara rof.

English Summary

The aim of the research is to further understand the extent and nature of the archaeology
of the abandoned farm mound in Loftsstadir, named Loftstadaholl. Due to erosion the
farm was relocated in the 17th century according to a national farm survey carried out in
c. 1703 (Jardabokin). Later, seasonal fishing stations were erected on and by
Loftsstadahdll, but the last one was abandoned shortly after 1890.

Total of 83 cores were systematically recorded within 16 baselines on and by the farm
mound. Thick sand had accumulated on the mound, 0.6-1 m thick and even thicker at
south and east side. The auger was 1.2-1.6 cm long. Little activity was detected in the cores
except for a midden deposit at the western side, sealed by tephra, yet to be identified, and
anthropogenic deposits in a probable fishing booth SW of the farm mound. Human activity
was detected in the two fishing stations (AR-092:001_002-003) situated at the eastern
side of the homefield (AR-092:001_002-003). A small section was cleaned where surface
had eroded but no archaeology detected.
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Mynd 43. Horft til NNV yfir uppgraftarsveedio. Ljésmynd: Ragnheidur Gl6 Gylfadottir.

8.6 Nytjar og vinnsla a Bergsstodum i bjorsardal

Leyfishafi: Ragnheidur Gl6 Gylfaddttir Fyrirteki/stofnun: Fornleifastofnun

Islands ses
Rannsoknarnumer: 202003-0130 NUmer PIMS: 2023-69
Stadsetning: A 4866100 N 407695 Péstnumer: 804 Skeida- og

Gnupverjahreppur

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 18.9.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 22.9.2023

Tegund rannsoknar: visindarannsdékn = Adferd: uppgroftur

Markmid verkefnisins er ad afla frekari upplysinga um jarnvinnslu sem og
nytingu audlinda i bjorsardal. Pessi rannsékn getur batt miklu vid upplysingar
um byggdina og nytingu pessara minni minjastada i dalnum. Ad auki eru
minjarnar i storhettu og munu hverfa a nastu arum sokum uppblasturs og
vatnsrofs.

Verkefnid er tvipaett:

1) Vid gjoskulagagreiningar ario 2020 fannst torf skammt sudvestan vid
jarnvinnslusvedid (sveedi I, ario 2020) og sumarid 2022 var stadfest ad
mannvistarlég eru par enn undir sverdi, & alls 150 fm. bPpetta er punnur
Oskuhaugur og torf, svokalladur sheet midden. Atlunin var ad fullgrafa petta
sveaedi. bad nadist ekki en dskuhaugurinn var pé grafinn ad halfu. Visbendingar
um mannvirki (torfveggi) komu i ljost nyrst a4 svedinu og parfnast pad frekari
rannsékna. Sem fyrr eru mannvistarlégin ekki mjog pykk en umfangid kemur
engu ad siour verulega & Ovart & stad par sem ekkert sést & yfirboroi.
2) Frj6kornarannsoknir ar 6blasnum jardvegi sem fannst 2022 auk syna Ur
Oskuhaugi. Til pess a0 stadfesta visbendingar um kornrakt parf ad taka fleiri syni
og var pad gert med adkomu frjokornafraedings. Ad pessi jardlog og vardveisla
séu til stadar a virku uppblasturssvedi er einstakt og samberilegar rannsoknir
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hafa ekki farid fram i dalnum &dur. Ad auki voru tekin érformgerdarsyni en
greining peirra bydur seinni tima og frekara fjarmagns.

Veturinn 2023-2024 verdur unnid ar 6llum uppgraftargégnum. Frjékornasyni
voru send i greiningu samhlida annarri Grvinnslu gagna en drvinnsluhradi
peirra er oft hadur verkefnastéou sérfraedings/rannséknarstofu. Nidurstodur ar
fjokornagreiningu koma liklega ekki fyrr en i mars. Lokaskyrsla
rannsoknarinnar kemur Gt eftir ad peer upplysingar koma.

English Summary

The excavation is located at the archaeological site of Bergsstadir in Pjorsardalur valley.
This excavation will hopefully give us a better understanding of the work that took place
in the valley from the 9th to the 11th century, the usage of natural resources, and outfield
stations.

The aim of the research is twofold.

1. Firstly, to excavate a sheet midden, around 150 fm. It became clear that the amount of
cultural layers still preserved was more than anyone expected in the northern part and a
turf structure was most likely found. This area needs further research.

2. Pollen research from undisturbed soil that was found in 2022 and the sheet
midden as well.

The final report will be published in march 2024.
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Mynd 44. Annar af tveimur skurdum i Haugatungum grafinn. Vinstra megin vid skurdinn er meint
toft sem hinn skurdurinn var tekinn i. Ljésmynd: Kristborg pP6rsdéttir.

8.7 bing i Skaftafellssyslu
Leyfishafi: Kristborg borsdottir

Fyrirteki/stofnun: Fornleifastofnun

Islands ses
Rannsdknarnumer: 202305-0052 Numer PIMS: 2023-23
Stadsetning: A 522454 N 352491 Pdostnumer: 881 Kirkjubaejarklaustur

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 31.5.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 9.6.2023

Tegund rannsoknar: visindarannsdékn = Adferd: uppgroftur

Markmid rannséknarinnar var ad grafa i meintar pingminjar & tveimur stédum i
Skaftartungu og fa upplysingar um edli og aldur minjanna. Annars vegar i
Haugatungum i landi Flogu par sem fjolmargar téftir og pustir héfou verid
skradar fyrir nokkrum arum pegar adalskraning fornminja var unnin a svaedinu.
Hins vegar vid Pinggil i landi Grafar par sem tvd meint gerdi hofdu verid skrad vid
adalskraningu minja a jordinni og meintra minja um pingbudir i grennd. Grafnir
voru kénnunarskurdir i tvd meint mannvirki i Haugatungum og i annad gerdio
vid binggil. Nidurstédur rannséknarinnar voru peaer ad ekki reyndist nein
mannvist i skurdunum og eru pvi meintar minjar nattrumyndanir. Vid pinggil
hefur myndast uppblasturshvekkur i laga had sem leit Ut eins og sigid og fornt
gerdi og i Haugatungum eru fléknir ferlar uppblasturs og samanséfnun gjésku
sem hafa valdid pvi ad haugar sem minna a signar toftir hafa myndast.

Ad auki var farid ad Leidvelli vid Kiuoa par sem pekktar pingminjar eru. Gengio
var skipulega yfir svaedid og allar minjar par meldar upp. Fjoldi bada sem ekki
hofdu verid skrddar 4dur saust a vettvangi ad pessu sinni og fékkst pvi mun fyliri
mynd af pessum minjastad sem hefur verid illa leikinn af uppbleestri og landbroti
og er enn i storheaettu vegna landbrots.

English Summary
Test trenches were made in monuments thought to be connected to ancient assembly sites
at two separate locations in Skaftartunga, South-lIceland. These ideas were supported by
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survey data, place-names and documentary sources. One of the site is Haugatunga on the
farm Flaga and consists of numerous features resembling the ruins of assembly booths
known at assembly sites in Iceland. The other site is adjacent to binggil on the farm Grof
where two large enclosures can be found and close by are ruins reminiscent of assembly
booths. Test trenches were made in two separate features at Haugatunga and in the smaller
enclosure by Pinggil. No archaeology was to be seen in the trenches and the features at
these sites seem to have formed by natural processes.

In addition a field survey was carried out at Leidvollur, a known assembly site by Kuda
river. The site has been highly affected by erosion caused by wind, making the ruins
difficult to see on the surface. There is also imminent threat to the site caused by water
erosion on the banks of the river Kid4. Many additions were made to previous survey work
at the site, giving a much clearer image of this important site.
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Mynd 45. Yfirlitsmynd af uppgraftarsveedum & Kirkjubaejarklaustri. Ljdsmynd: Jakob Orri Jénsson.

8.8 Kirkjubajarklaustur

Leyfishafi: Steinunn Kristjansdottir Fyrirtaeki/stofnun: Haskdli Islands
Rannsoknarnumer: 202203-0065 Numer PIMS: 2023-30
Stadsetning: A 546.520 N 365.242 Pdostnumer: 880 Kirkjubaejarklaustur

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 3.7.2023 Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 26.7.2023

Tegund rannsoknar: visindarannsdkn = Adferd: uppgroftur

I juli 2023 var uppgrefti haldid afram & Kirkjubaejarklaustri fra fyrra ari og nytt
svaedi opnad innan kirkjugards stadarins. Uppgrofturinn er hluti af verkefninu
Samspil manns og nattdru sem midar ad pvi ad kanna hvernig nunnuklaustrid,
sem parna var rekid fra 1186—1543, starfadi i sambud vid umhverfi sitt. Klarad var
ad grafa upp 6skuhauginn & svaedum B og C nidur ad grunnvatnsbordi og haldid
afram ad grafa i gegnum 17. og 18. aldar 16g & svaedi A. A nyja svaedinu D komu i
1jés grafir og tveir torfveggir en annar peirra er fra klausturtima.

English Summary

In July of 2023 excavations at Kirkjubajarklaustur were continued from last year, with a
new excavation area opened inside the site's graveyard wall. The investigations are a part
of the project Between Man and Nature which seeks to understand how the operation of
the Benedictine female monastery, which operated there between 1186 and 1543, was
intertwined with its environment. Excavations on the midden on areas B and C concluded
at the groundwater surface and at area A work continued through the layers of 17th and
18th century material. In the new area D several graves were revealed, along with two turf
walls, one of which has been identified as being constructed during the period of the
monastery.
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Mynd 46. Svaedid fyrir rannsokn. Mynd tekin & taninu fyrir sunnan leek. Ljosmynd: Armann
Gudmundsson.

8.9 Keldur

Leyfishafi: Armann Gudmundsson Fyrirteki/stofnun: Pjédminjasafn

Islands
Rannséknarnumer: 202308-0117 NUmer PIMS: 2023-65
Stadsetning: A 447.117 N 368.987 Péstnuimer: 851 Hellu

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 5.9.2023 Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 7.9.2023

Tegund rannsoknar: visindarannsékn = Adferd: kdnnunarskurdir

Lagt var upp med fremur einféld markmid i sjalfu sér. Fyrst og fremst ad meta
geedi jardsjarmealinganna sem voru gerdar voru & Framtuninu & Keldum arid
2022 af NIKU. Grafinn var einn skurdur 7,75m x 1m x 2,30m a stad par sem
jardsjarmelingarnar gafu visbendingar um mannvirki undir sverdi. Til ad gera
langa s6gu stutta kom i ljés veggur (torf og vegghledsla) mannvirkis sem liggur a
milli tveggja gjéskulaga. Mannvirkid 1a a um pad bil 1,3m dypi eins og nidurstédur
jardsjalmelinga hofou gert rad fyrir. Bendir pad til pess ad gadi
jardsjarmealinganna séu gédar og traustar en nanar um pad i skyrslu verkefnisins.
Pegar pessi texti er ritadur er ekki buid ad greina gjoskuna en pad eru
visbendingar Ur eldri rannsoknum a Keldum ad yngra gjoskulagio geeti verio Katla
1500. Eldra gjéskulagid sem liggur undir rastinni geeti svo verid landnamslagid.

Fremur feitt, ljost mannvistarlag (an kola og beina) fannst inn i rastinni sem geeti
bent i pa att ad um einhversskonar Utihis eda skepnuhus sé ad reda. PO ber ad
taka pad fram ad frekari ranns6kna sé porf & svaedinu til ad stadfesta pad sem sett
hefur verid hér fram. Nidurstodurnar benda pvi til ad i skurdinum hafi fundist
atihas fra 871 (+-2) til 1500.

English Summary

The objective of the project was to evalute the quality of the georadar surveydata at Keldur
produced by NIKU in 2022. A single trench, 7.75m x 1m x 2,3m, was excavated where the
georadar gave positve signal which could mean archaeological structures. To make a long
story short, the trench revealed a wall of a structure situated between two tephra layers,
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possibly Katla 1500 and the Settlement tephra 871 (+-2). The tephra has not been yet
analysed when this short text is written. A rather thick and light cultural layer inside the
building was found which could indicate an animal house of some sort. This is just the
primery interpretations and the post excavation is just about to begin.
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Mynd 47. Uppgraftarsvaedio vid lok rannséknar. Ljésmynd: Ragnheidur Gl6 Gylfadottir.
8.10 Vindas i Rangarpingi
Leyfishafi: Stefan Olafsson Fyrirteki/stofnun: Fornleifastofnun
Islands ses
Rannsdknarnumer: 202211-0006 Numer PIMS: 2023-18 s
Stadsetning: A438683 N390008 Péstnuimer: 861 Hvolsvollur
Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 30.5.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 6.6.2023
Tegund rannséknar: Adferd: uppgroftur
framkveemdarannsokn

Minjastofnun Islands for fram & fullnadarrannsokn & toft RA- 444:046 til ad afla
upplysinga um umfang, gerd hennar og edli. Byrjad var & pvi ad fjarlegja oll
yfirbords jardlog ofan af téftinni med vélgrofu og svaedi opnad sem var um 93 fm2
ad sterd. begar buid var ad afhjapa efstu mannvistarlégin med vélgréfunni var
uppgreftri haldid &fram med handverkfaerum.

Mannvistarlégin voru skrad med Topcon FC-5000 alstéd og svo var unnid med
paer uppmeelingar i Qgis landupplysingahugbinadi. Vid lok rannséknar var téftin
ljosmyndud svo ad haegt veeri ad bua til prividdarmdédel af henni i Agisoft og pa
var toftin einnig ljosmyndud meé flygildi. Minjasveaedid var ekki hulid jardlegi ad
rannsékn lokinni par sem minjarnar munu vikja fyrir fyrirhugudum
framkvemdum.

T6ft RA-444:046 reyndist eingdngu hladin Gr torfi og var hiin 9,6 x 5 m stor.
Veggir voru um 80 cm ad breidd og 25-30 cm a had. Ekkert op virdist hafa verid
atoftinni nema ad upphaflegi prufuskurdurinn hafi verid grafinn ndkveemlega par
sem opid geti hafa verid en pad verdur pé ad teljast 6sennilegt. Sé pad rétt ad
ekkert op hafi verid & téftinni er éliklegt ad mannvirkid hafi verio stlad skepnum.
Veggir voru frekar grannir og eingdngu Ur torfi sem gerir skepnuadhald einnig
osennilegt. Helst mé eetla ad um heysteedi hafi verid ad raeda eins og upphafleg
talkun gerdi rad fyrir. Toftin var byggd skdmmu eftir ad gjéska ar Kotlu féll 920.
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Vid nordurskammhlid toftar matti greina 2-3 cm af jardvegsuppsofnun & milli
gjésku K-920 og veggs sem gefur til kynna ad einhver timi hefur lidid fra pvi ad
gjéskan féll og ad fario var i pad ad hlada veggina. Yfir vegghruni og toft voru svo
tveer gjoskur ar Heklu, 6nnur fra 1104 og hin fra 1158. Téftin er pvi fra fyrstu
6ldum byggdar & Islandi. Sem heystzadi er toftin merkileg Gt fra steerd og aldri.
pekking & heystedum fra fyrstu oldum byggdar & islandi hefur verid mjog
takmorkud til pessa og pvi mun su pekking sem aflad var med pessari rannsokn
koma ad gédum notum i framtidinni sem og veita betri innsyn inn i lifshatti &
fyrstu 6ldum hérlendis.

English Summary

Proposed roadworks between Holta- & Landsveit and Skeida- & Gnupverjahreppur with a
bridge across bjorsa will have a destructive effect on ruin RA-444:046 located on the farm
of Vindas in Holta- & Landsveit. Due to this the Icelandic Heritage Agency of Iceland
(Minjastofnun Islands) called for the complete excavation of the archaeology. The
investigation revealed a turf-built structure, 9.6 x 5 m in size with walls c¢. 80 cm wide and
25-30 cm high. It was not possible to see any indication of an entrance into the structure,
unless the trial trench from 2022 had been cut exactly into the opening, however that
seems highly unlikely. No postholes nor postpads were found in the ruin, and no indication
of a roof or floor layers. It must be considered rather unlikely that the structure was
intended for animals. The most likely interpretation is that it was used for hay storage, as
the original interpretation assumed. The structure post-dated K-920 and was abandoned
by the time the H-1104 fell. It can therefore be stated the the structure was built and in use
in the in 10th - 11th century. Proposed roadworks between Holta- & Landsveit and Skeida-
& Gnupverjahreppur with a bridge across bjorsa will have a destructive effect on ruin RA-
444:046 located on the farm of Vindéas in Holta- & Landsveit. Due to this the Icelandic
Heritage Agency of Iceland (Minjastofnun Islands) called for the complete excavation of
the archaeology. The investigation revealed a turf-built structure, 9.6 x 5 m in size with
walls ¢. 80 cm wide and 25-30 cm high. It was not possible to see any indication of an
entrance into the structure, unless the trial trench from 2022 had been cut exactly into the
opening, however that seems highly unlikely. No postholes nor postpads were found in the
ruin, and no indication of a roof or floor layers. It must be considered rather unlikely that
the structure was intended for animals. The most likely interpretation is that it was used
for hay storage, as the original interpretation assumed. The structure post-dated K-920
and was abandoned by the time the H-1104 fell. It can therefore be stated the the structure
was built and in use in the in 10th - 11th century.
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Mynd 48. Veggur i rast 22. (Stafr. ljésm. 2023-5-75). Ljésmynd: Bjarni F. Einarsson.

8.11 Hvolsvollur ad Rimakoti. Kbnnunarskurdir vegna

byggingaframkveemda og jardstrengs.

Leyfishafi: Bjarni F. Einarsson Fyrirtaeki/stofnun:

Fornleifafreedistofan

Rannsoknarnimer: 202303-0006 NUmer PIMS: 2023-5

Stadsetning: A 441955 N 341054 Péstnumer: 861 Hvolsvollur
Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 26.4.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 26.5.2023
Tegund rannséknar: Adferd: kdnnunarskurdir
framkvaemdarannsokn

Rannsoknirnar voru gerdar ad kréfu Minjastofnunar Islands. Markmid hennar
var ad kanna fjélda garda sem pvera hina fyrirhugudu leid rafmagnskapals fra
Hvolsvelli ad Rimakoti i Rangarvallasyslu. Einnig var markmidid ad kanna
nokkrar rastir a fyrirhugudu byggingarsveaedi vio tengivirki i Rimakoti.

I stérum drattum voru gardarnir frd ymsum timum og peir yngstu fra pvi um
1900. Rustir & linuleidinni sjalfri reyndust annadhvort mjog ungar (>1900) eda
voru nattarumyndanir (sandhdlar).

A byggingarlédinni fannst adeins ein rast sem virdist vera tveer kynslodir. Eldri
rastin er ad likum fra miodldum.

English Summary

The aim of the excavation was to investigate with trences ta different kins of embarkments
and walls and ruins on the path of Rimakotslina (power cable) from Hvolsvéllur to
Rimakot in S-Iceland. In Rimakot several ruins were investigatet in the same manner. The
embarkments were of various age and only one of the supposed ruins in Rimakot turned
out to be man made structures. The excavtions were done on demand of the Icelandig
Heritage Foundation.
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Mynd 49. Yfirlit yfir rannséknarsveedid. Ljésmynd: Bjarni F. Einarsson.

8.12 Midgerdi i Vestmannaeyjum

Leyfishafi: Bjarni F. Einarsson Fyrirtaeki/stofnun:
Fornleifafreedistofan

Rannsoknarnimer: 202302-0104 NUmer PIMS: 2023-3

Stadsetning: A 436827 N 326214 Péstnumer: 900 Vestmannaeyjar
Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 11.4.2023 Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 25.4.2023
Tegund rannséknar: Adferd: kdnnunarskurdir
framkvaemdarannsokn

Rannsoknirnar voru gerdar ad kréfu Minjastofnunar islands. Leggja skyldi mat &
menningarlandslagid & svaedinu. Skoda skyldi ritheimildir, gamlar ljésmyndir og
reda vid stadkunnuga. Gera atti fornleifaskraningu sveedisins. Afmarka skyldi
bagjarholinn (Midgerdi [Stora-Gerdi) eda baejarstaedio med skurdgrefti (vélgrofu).
Grafa skyldi fleiri skurdi utan bajarhdlsins til ad athuga hvort fleiri hdsarastir
kynnu ad vera innan rannséknarsvadisins. Fordast skyldi ad grafa djupt i
baejarhdlinn. A grundvelli nidurstadna forrannséknarinnar metur Minjastofnun
Islands hvort frekari rannséknir kunni ad vera naudsynlegar.

English Summary

The aim of the excavation was to investigate the spatial distribution of structures on the
site and conduct an archaeological survey. The excavation was on demand of the Cultural
Heritage Agency of Iceland.
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Mynd 50. Diver inspecting of sonar target M230824_12. Ljésmynd: K. Martin.

8.13 Pingvallavatn. Nedansjavarrannsokn

Leyfishafi: Kevin Martin Fyrirteki/stofnun: Sjalfstett starfandi
Ranns6knarnumer: 202303-0134 NUmer PIJMS: 2023-11
Stadsetning: A 398618 N 482896 P&stnumer: 806 Selfoss

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 19.8.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 27.8.2023

Tegund rannsoknar: visindarannsékn =~ Adferd: fjarkénnun

Yfir vikutimabil i &gistménudi 2023 st6du nedansjavarfornleifafreedingarnir Dr
Kevin Martin, Jens Lindstrom Nordic Maritime Group (NMG), Dr John
McCarthy (Flinders haskdli) og Jorgen Denker (JD Marine) fyrir rannsokn i
nordanverdu bingvallavatni. Sveedid var um 7,5 km2 og var notast vid
fjarkdnnunaradferdir eins og dréna, hlidarsénar skanna og nedanvatns drona
(ROV - Remotely Operated Vehicle) samhlida visindakéfunum & stadi sem
merktir voru ahugaverdir eftir skodun & myndefni Ur fjarkbnnun. Kafanirnar voru
blanda af snorkli, kéfun, notkun vatnskikis og nanari dronamyndataka. Gunnar
Grimsson hja Pingvallapjédgardi var abyrgur fyrir drénakéfun & grynnri
sveedunum vid vatnid sem var of grunnt til ad haegt veeri skanna med sénar eda
bat. 15 km2 svedi var kannad a bpann hatt. Nidurstddur bedi
hlidarsonarskdnnunarinnar og drénans voru skodadar nanar til ad bera kennsl &
mogulegar fornleifar. Markmid rannsoknarinnar var ad finna mdogulegar
fornminjar og menningarminjar undir yfirbordi bingvallavatns tengda nytingu
hins sdgufraega stadar bingvalla.

Einnig var rannsékninni &tlad ad skoda svaedi sem nu eru undir vatni eftir
haekkun & vatnsyfirbordi bingvallavatns vegna jaréhrzringa fyrr 4 timum. Talid
er ad landio a pingvéllum hafi l&ekkad um 4 m & sidasta arpusundi. Hlidarsénar
skonnun var framkveemd a premur dogum med uppblasnum Zodiak bat sem dré
a eftir sér sénartakio i linu vid stréndina. Heildar sveedid sem skannad var, var 6
km2 og 3- 30 m dypi. 17 ahugaverdir stadir (features) fundust med fjarkénnun og
voru skodadir nanar med fornleifakéfun. Ad auki var framkvemd fornleifa
kobnnun (assessment survey) nalegt benum Vatnskoti par sem pekkt
vatnsuppsretta kollud Vellankatla er. Fyrri rannséknir par syndu mdogulegar
minjar undir vantsyfirbordinu. I Vatnskoti var kannadur moégulega hladinn
veggur og vid Vellankdtlu var mdgulegt hladid gerdi eda adhald fyrir hross
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kannad. Ad lokum voru nokkrar drona kannanir gerdar i ferskvatnsgjam i naesta
nagrenni, par a medal i Silfru og Peningagja. Nanari skodanir & ahugaverourm
fundum ar fjarkénnuninni voru framkvaemdar & fjérum dégum par sem badi var
kafad beint fra stréndinni og einnig ur upplasnum Zodiak bat ad mestu i purru og
solriku vedri. Adal nimer verkefnisins var 3183.

English Summary

During a 7-day period in August 2023, marine archaeologists Dr Kevin Martin, Jens
Lindstrédm Nordic Maritime Group (NMG), Dr John McCarthy (Flinders University) and
Jorgen Denker (JD Marine) carried out a non-invasive drone, side-scan sonar & ROV
(remotely operated vehicle) survey of an area of approximately 7.5km2 in the northern
area of pingvallavatn, followed up by a series of underwater archaeological inspection
dives on selected targets which were identified. The target examinations involved a
combination of snorkelling, diving, bathyscope and ROV inspections. Gunnar Grimsson of
Pingvellir National Park was responsible for the drone survey of the shallow areas of the
lake shore which were deemed too shallow for the sonar/ boat to operate in. An area of 1.5
km2 was surveyed using this method. The results of both the drone and side-scan surveys
were combined together and reviewed for potential archaeological targets. The main aim
of the project was to identify underwater and submerged archaeological features and any
cultural heritage deposits connected with the historic use of the bingvallavatn lake and the
nearby historically significant Pingvellir parliament assembly site.

Additionally, the project aimed to identify any archaeological features which had
submerged under the lake due to previous seismic episodes and earthquakes. The land
within the bingvellir Valley is estimated to have subsided by up to 4m during the past
millennium. The side-scan survey was completed over 3-days from an inflatable zodiac
boat towing a sonar fish along overlapping transects parallel with the lakeshore. A total
area of approximately 6km2 was side-scan sonar surveyed with a depth range recorded of
3-30m. A total of 17 targets of interest were initially identified through remote sensing and
all of these were further examined through archaeological inspections. In addition, an
underwater archaeological assessment survey took place around the location of the
Vatnskot farmstead and a known freshwater spring at Vellankatla. Previous investigations
at both locations had suggested the presence of several submerged archaeological features.
At Vatnskot a submerged potential boundary/rock wall associated with the farm was
examined and at Vellankatla, a submerged potential rock wall pen/enclosure for horses
was investigated. Finally several ROV test dives were conducted within a number of the
fresh water filled fissures at bingvellir including Silfra & Penningagja. Target inspection
and underwater assessments were carried out over a 4-day period, with diving taking place
both directly from the shore and also from an inflatable zodiac boat during mostly dry and
sunny weather.
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Mynd 51. Kortid synir dreyfingu rannsoknaskurda og innbyrdis afstodu peirra. Uppdrattur islands /
Landmeelingar islands / Stefan Olafsson.
8.14 Fornir gardar a Sudurlandi
Leyfishafi: Stefan Olafsson Fyrirteki/stofnun: Fornleifastofnun
Islands ses
Rannsoknarnumer: 202306-0101 NUmer PIMS: 2023-43 /
Stadsetning: A 435915 N 376173 Péstnumer: 851 Hella
Vettvangsrannsékn hofst: 17.7.2023 = Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 28.7.2023
Tegund rannsoéknar: visindarannsékn = Adferd: kdnnunarskurdir

Tilgangurinn med rannsékninni var einkum ad afla upplysinga um a) aldur og
gerd akurminja, aveitna og fornra gardlaga 4 Sudurlandi og b) byggdapréun,
landnytingu og forna buskaparhetti & fyrstu 6ldum Islandsbyggdar.
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Rannsoknarsvaedin voru valin Gt markmidum verkefnisins og minjaheildum,
skurdirnir voru handgrafnir, 1-2 snid teiknud, pa voru peir fylltir & ny og tyrft yfir.
Skurdirnir dreifdust um allstort svedi i Rangarvallasyslu. Sydst var grafid i

e

Vestur-Landeyjahreppi, vestast i Holtamannahreppi, nyrst innan
Landmannahrepps og austasta rannséknarsveedid var i Rangarvallahreppi. Alls
voru grafnir 10 skurdir, voru niu skurdir grafnir i gegnum jafnmérg gardoldg og
einn skurdur grafinn i jardyrkjuminjar.

Allar minjarnar reyndust eldri en 1500 en su aldursgreining byggir & gjoskulagi
fra Kotlu ario ~1500 og vikurlagi fra Heklu 1510, en saman mynda pau aberandi
gjéskupar i jardvegi & pessum slédum. Aldri minjanna ma skipta i tvennt Gt fra
gjéskuldgum. Eldri flokknum tilheyra gardlég sem voru ad likindum hladin a 10.-
11. 6ld og yngri flokki tilheyra minjar fra pvi eftir 1158.

English Summary

The aim of the research was to gather information about a) the age and type of
ancient cereal production, turf-boundaries and irrigation systems in the South of
Iceland and b) regional development, land use and ancient farming practices in
the first centuries of the settlement of Iceland. The selection of research sites
were chosen based on the aim of the project and the preservation of the sites. The
trenches were dug by hand and 1-2 profiles were drawn. At the end of the research
they were back filled again and covered.

The research area coved large area in Rangérvallasysla. The southernmost trench
was excavated in Vestur-Landeyjahreppi, the westernmost in Holtamannahreppi,
the northernmost within Landmannahreppi and the easternmost research trench
was in Rangérvallahreppi. A total of 10 trenches were excavated, nine trenches
were excavated through boundary enclosures and one trench was excavated into
alleged agricultural remains.

All the sites were found to be older than 1500, but that dating is based on a tephra
layer from Katla ~1500 and another tephra layer from Hekla 1510. These tephra
layers form a prominent pair in the area. The age of the archaeological features
can be divided into two groups. The older group includes boundary that were
probably built in the 10th-11th century but in the other group were archaeological
features built after 1158.
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0. Reykjanes

Mynd 52. Vifilsstadasel. Ljosmynd: Gylfi Bjérn Helgason.

9.1 Upphafog lok seljabuskapar a Islandi & arunum

800-1800
Leyfishafi: Oscar Aldred

Fyrirteki/stofnun: Fornleifastofnun

Islands ses
Ranns6knarnumer: 202205-0073 NuUmer PIJMS: 2023-8
Stadsetning: A 360474 N 398325 Péstnumer: 190, 240, 270

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 26.6.2023 | Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 7.7.2023

Tegund rannséknar: visindarannsékn = Adferd: bléndud teekni

Hofudmarkmid seljaverkefnisins i heild er ad auka pekkingu og bata skilning
okkar & upphafi, préun og endalokum seljabuskapar & Islandi & timabilinu 800—
1800. Verkefnid er pverfaglegt og byggir & rannséknum a svidi fornleifafraedi,
vistfraedi og sagnfraedi auk pess sem talsverd ahersla er 16gd & GIS greiningar
gagna Ur Isleifu (gagnagrunni Fornleifastofnunar Islands).

I jani og jali 2023 voru 11 sel & sudvesturhorni landsins kénnud med skurdum og
borkjarnasynum. Af peim voru kénnunarskurdir teknir & niu stédum, i veggi
bygginga eda gardlég peim tengd. Sex stadanna voru & Reykjanesi (GK-001:052
Sogasel; GK-009:012  Selsvellir; GK-017:035 Badsvellir; K-157:058
Flekkuvikursel; GK-159:102 sel i landi Vatnsleysu steerri; sel a Selsvollum & mati
GK-009:012 Selsvellir) og fimm i Mosfellssveit/Kjés (GK-238:020 Helgusel; GK-
238:022 Mosfellssel; GK-224:057 Nessel Gr landi Ness; GK-175:012
Vifilsstadasel; GK-343:014 Svinadalur). Einhver gjéskulég fundust i flestum
skurdanna, en i misjafnt var hvort pau voru i torfi, yfir mannvist eda undir henni
og vardveisla var misgod eftir stodum. Urvinnsla syna og 6ll uUrvinnsla
vettvangsverkefnisins fer fram veturinn 2022-23.

Auk borkjarnasynatoku og kénnunarskurda var talsvert magn syna tekid i sumar.
Samtals ték Dr Tim Kinnaird 14 syni fyrir OSL aldursgreiningar fra sex af
stodunum sem kannadir voru (GK-001:052 Sogasel; GK-009:012 Selsvellir; GK-
017:035 Badsvellir; GK-238:020 Helgusel; GK-238:022 Mosfellssel; GK-175:012
Vifilsstadasel). Syni fyrir e-dna greiningu voru tekin & fjérum stédum (GK-
001:052 Sogasel; GK-238:020 Helgusel; GK-175:012 Vifilsstadasel; GK-343:014
Svinadalur). Syni fyrir skordyragreiningu (archaeoentomological analysis) voru
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tekin & premur stédum: (GK-001:052 Sogasel; GK-238:020 Helgusel; GK-
175:012 Vifilsstadasel) og syni tekin & einum stad (GK-175:012 Vifilsstadasel) til
ad greina Qo6lflog med  oOrformgerdargreiningu  (micromorphology).
Gjoskulagagreining var gerd af Magnusi A. Sigurgeirssyni & fjorum stédum (GK-
001:052 Sogasel; GK-009:012 Selsvellir; GK-224:057 Nessel ar landi Ness; GK-
175:012 Vifilsstadasel).

English Summary

The aim of this large-scale interdisciplinary project is to advance our knowledge and
understanding of the rise and fall of the transhumance system in Iceland in AD 800—-1800.
We will draw from a wide array of evidence that await critical assessment, ie a range of
written sources on transhumance, ¢ 2100 recorded archaeological sites relating to
transhumance, rich material of old and new palaeoecological data and archaeological
researches made in 2022-23.

During the research period June-July in 2023, a total of eleven sites were investigated.
Nine of these were excavated with test trenches through shieling houses or boundary walls
connected to the them, and eleven of these sites were cored. Six were in Reykjanes (GK-
001:052 Sogasel; GK-009:012 Selsvellir; GK-017:035 Badsvellir; GK-157:058
Flekkuvikursel; GK-159:102 sel i landi Vatnsleysu steerri; and the shieling opposite GK-
009:012 Selsvellir). And five were in Mosfellssveit/Kjés/borgarland (GK-238:020
Helgusel; GK-238:022 Mosfellssel; GK-224:057 Nessel ur landi Ness; GK-175:012
Vifilsstadasel; GK-343:014 Svinadalur). In most of the sites tephra layers could be
detected, though in a variety of forms (over the top of the archaeology, within turf or upcast
deposits, or underneath the archaeology) that will give better indications of which period
the shielings were connected with.

In addition, 14 samples were taken by Dr Tim Kinnaird for OSL dating from six sites (GK-
001:052 Sogasel; GK-009:012 Selsvellir; GK-017:035 Badsvellir; GK-238:020 Helgusel;
GK-238:022 Mosfellssel; GK-175:012 Vifilsstadasel). Tephra analysis was carried out by
Magnus A. Sigurgeirsson at four sites (GK-001:052 Sogasel; GK-009:012 Selsvellir; GK-
224:057 Nessel Ur landi Ness; GK-175:012 Vifilsstadasel). Samples were collected for
eDNA analysis from four sites (GK-001:052 Sogasel; GK-238:020 Helgusel; GK-175:012
Vifilsstadasel; GK-343:014 Svinadalur). Samples were collected from three sites (GK-
001:052  Sogasel; GK-238:020 Helgusel; GK-175:012  Vifilsstadasel)  for
archaeoentomological analysis. And samples were collected from one site (GK-175:012
Vifilsstadasel) for analysis of floor layers using micromorphology.
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Mynd 53. Leifar af gardi (230:1) pegar buid er ad taka yfirbord af. Ljésmynd: Hermann Jakob
Hjartarson.
9.2 Konnunarskurdir vegna steekkunar
Njarovikurkirkjugards
Leyfishafi: Hermann Jakob Hjartarson Fyrirteki/stofnun:
Rannsoknarnamer: 202306-0051 Ndamer bJMS: 2023-38 s
Stadsetning: A 328135 N 391022 P&stnUmer: 260 Reykjanesbar
Vettvangsrannsékn hofst: 2.6.2023 Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 23.6.2023
Tegund rannséknar: Adferao: kdnnunarskurdir
framkveemdaranns6kn

Vegna fyrirhugadrar steekkunar kirkjugardsins i Innri-Njardvik voru grafnir tveir
kénnunarskurdir. Annarsvegar i gotu/tradir (nr. 229) og hins vegar gardur (nr.
230:1). Markmidio var ad taka snid i gegnum pessar minjar og freista pess ad meta
aldur og gerd peirra.

Helstu nidurstddur eru ad meintur vegur (229) reyndist vera sma upphakkun i
landslaginu, i henni var smégrjét, liklega nattarulegt. Ekki er um eiginlegan veg
ad rada, sennilega hefur verid parna slédi & milli baejanna Hakot og Njardvik.
Ekki var unnt ad meta aldur hans, en a tinakorti fra 1919 er merktur inn slédi &
pessum svipudum sl6dum. Engin sdguleg gjoska fannst i skurdinum til ad meta
betur eldur hans.

Gardurinn (230:1) var gerdur ar einfaldri r6d af storum steinum sem voru sokknir
i jordina, ekkert torf fannst i gardinum. Liklega hefur verid parna sterri gardur,
en steinar hafa liklega verido teknir Gr gardinum & einhverjum timapunkti.
Garourinn er ekki merktur inn & tinakortid og er liklega talsvert eldri en pad, en
hversu mikid eldri er ekki unnt ad meta, engin gjoska né gripir fundust i
skurdinum. 1 fokjardvegi undir gardinum fannst orlitil mannvist (brennd bein og
kolablettir).
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English Summary

Two test trenches were dug in relation to the expansion of the graveyard in Innri-Njarovik.
The trenches were dug in an supposed road (229) and an enclosure (230:1). The aim was
to estimate the age and the building techniques of the structures. The road turned out to
be a levelled landscape made of small stones/rubble, probably of natural deposition, and
was used as a trail. It was not possible to estimate the age of the structure. No volcanic ash
was identified to assist with dating. A trail shown on a 1919 map on the specific location
appears to a better chronological estimate. The enclosure (230:1) was made of a single row
of big stones that were sunken in the ground. No turf was associated with the structure. It
is very likely that a larger volume of stone material made up the enclosure, but these might
have been robbed and used elsewhere at some point in time. The enclosure is not on the
1919 map. It is thus very possible that the structure predates 1919. No tephra or artefacts
were observed in the trench. Occasional burnt bones and charcoal flecks were found
beneath the structure.
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Mynd 54. Grunnur af eldri kirkju vié uppistandadi kirkju. Ljésmynd: Hermann Jakob Hjartarson.

9.3 Framkvaemdir vid Njardvikurkirkju

Leyfishafi: Hermann Jakob Hjartarson Fyrirteki/stofnun:
Rannsdknarnumer: 202306-0089 NuUmer PIMS: 2023-39
Stadsetning: A 328135 N 391022 Péstnamer: 260 Reykjanesbar

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 20.6.2023 Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 22.6.2023
Tegund rannséknar: Adfero: kdnnunarskurdir

framkvaemdaeftirlit

Til st6d0 ad leggja perrivatnsldogn (dren) og gera gangstig umhverfis
Njardvikurkirkju. Njadvikurkirkja er fridlyst steinkirkja byggo ario 1886. Gert er
réd fyrir ad grafa purfi um 60 cm nidur allt i kringum kirkjuna. Tilgangur var ad
hafa eftirlit med pessum framkvaemdum.

I j6s kom grjéthladinn grunnur af eldri kirkju, liklega timburkirkju sem var reist
parna & 19. 6ld og st6d i nokkra aratugi adur en ad steinkirkjan var reist.
Samkvaemt heimildum var byggo timburkirkja parna arié 1827 og svo 6nnur arid
1859. Liklega er petta grunnurinn af peim kirkjum. Grunnurinn var synilegur
fyrir sunnan og austan vid naverandi kirkju. Stodir voru i hornum kirkjunnar.
Akvedid var ad ekki pyrfti ad fjarleegja pessar minjar og voru peer pvi adeins
skradar.
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English Summary

Njardvikurkirkja was built in 1886s and it is nowadays a protected site. The church was in
need of a new drainage system and walkway. The construction work involved the opening
of a 0.60 m deep trench around the church. The aim was to monitor these constructions.
An older stone foundation of a church was observed. The remains were visible on the south
and east side of the present-day stone church. A couple of postholes were seen in the
corners of the foundation. The remains are probably the foundations of a 19th century
timber church. According to written sources such timber churches were built on the
location in 1827 and 1859, and the observed structural remnants belong to either or both
structure. The removal of the structure was deemed unecessary. The remains were
therefore only mapped and recorded.
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10. Rannsoknir Minjastofnunar Islands

Mynd 55. Yfirlitsmynd yfir rannséknarsveedid. Ljésmynd: Oddgeir Isaksen.

10.1 Stong i bjorsardal
Leyfishafi: Uggi Avarsson

Fyrirteki/stofnun: Minjastofnun

islands
Rannsoknarnumer: 202306-0129 NUmer PIMS: 2023-45
Stadsetning: A 463474 N 376173 Péstnumer: 804 Skeida- og

Gnupverjahreppur

Vettvangsrannsokn hofst: 26.6.2023 = Vettvangsrannsokn lauk: 1.8.2023
Tegund rannséknar: Adferd: uppgroftur
framkveemdaranns6kn

Rannséknin var unnin i tengslum vid endurbyggingu a syningarskala yfir
baejarrastinni & Sténg, par sem medal annars var &tlunin ad gera syningarpall vid
austurenda skalans. bvi purfti fornleifarannsokn ad fara par fram, en han leiddi i
1jos litla byggingu, um 6 x 4 m ad steerd, sem sat pétt upp vid austurgafl skalans
og virdist um eins konar skemmu ad reeda. Leiddi uppgroéftur i 1jés 4 byggingar-
eda notkunarskeid pessa mannvirkis og virdist pad ad grunni til eldra en skalinn,
en poé verid i notkun samtida honum. Virdist sem innangengt hafi verio i i hina
meintu skemmu fra skalanum, eda eldri utgafu hans, en elstu golflég i
skemmunni gengu greinilega undir austurgafl skalans. Virtust pau jafnframt sitja
i einskonar gangi eda dyrum, en frekari rannséknir parf pé til, svo hagt sé ad
skera Ur um pad. Einnig kom i ljés framhald af stétt sem fannst vid uppgroftinn a
skalanum 1939 og liggur til austurs.

pegar hin meinta skemma kom i ljés pa var greinilegt ad han var fyllt grahvitum
vikri, sem talinn var vera fra Heklugosinu 1104 og matti jafnframt sja nokkra flaka
af sama vikri sunnan vid rastina, en auk pess var hann greinilegur i snidum
umhverfis uppgraftarsvaedid. Gjoskulagafraedingur, sem kom a stadinn, stadfesti
svo ad ad um H-1104 veeri ad raeda, en komst jafnframt ad peirri nidurstédu ad
engin teljandi ummerki um mannvist veeri ad finna fyrir ofan gjéskulagio. Greindi
hann einnig Eldgjargjosku, K-939, a sinum stad, sem og i elsta torfinu & sveedinu
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og taldi engin ummerki um mannvist ad sja undir henni. Komst hann ad peirri
nidurstéou ad menn hafi farid ad athafna sig & sveedinu stuttu eftir 939, mogulega
20-30 &rum sioar.
Byggt & pessum nidurstédum, eru nokkud sterkar likur & ad buseta & Stong hafi
einungis stadio yfir i um 150 ar eda fra pvi fljétlega eftir midja 10. 6ld og fram ad
Heklugosinu 1104.

English Summary

The research was carried out in connection with the reconstruction of an exhibition
pavilion over the long house ruins at Sténg, where, among other things, the intention was
to build an exhibition platform at the eastern end of the pavilion. Therefore, an
archaeological investigation had to be carried out, which revealed a small building, about
6 X 4 m in size, close to the eastern gable of the pavilion, that was interpreted to be some
kind of a storage house . Excavations revealed 4 building phases. of this structure, and that
in was older then the longhouse, although it was, in part, in contemporary use. It seems
that this structure was connected to the longhouse (or likely its older version), since it was
clear that the oldest floor layers seemed to be sitting in a doorway or a corridor running
under the east gable of the longhouse. Further research is althoug needed to confirm this.
A continuation of a pavement, with an east-west orientation, which was found during the
excavations of the longhouse in 1939, was also revealed at the southern edge of the
excavation area.

When the structue was revealed, it was clear that it was filled with grey-white pumice
(thepra) , which was believed to be from a mount Hekla eruption in 1104, that was also
found in patches south of the ruin as well as in the sections around the excavation area. A
theprocronologist, who came to site, confirmed that this was indeed the H-1104 thephra,
in situ, and that no significant traces of human habitation could be found above it. He also
identified a thepra layer (K-939) from Eldgjéa (part of the Katla- volcanic system) which is
believed to have erupted around 939 AD, in situ, at the site, with no traces of human
habitation under it, as well as in the oldest building turf. He therefore came to the
conclusion that occupation at Stong started shortly after 939, possibly 20-30 years later.
Based on these results, there is a fairly strong probability that Sténg was only inhabited for
about 150 years or from the middle of the 10th century until the 1104 eruption in Hekla.
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