@ Hof 1 Vathsdal

i8an sotti liSit upp i dalinn ok sa laar goéa landakosti H
at grosum ok skogum var Fagri: um at litask; lBPt’ [Da' =
rr_IJQk brunum manna. ]nglmundr nam Vatnsdal allan _ H
anr ofan Hclgavatn ok (Irdarvatn. Pérdisarlackr j
fellr vestan i Smléjuvatn lngzmunc:lr kaus sér bustad = '

e hvammi cmum mJQl( Fqgrum ok efnadi til baCJar, hann_- 7
rf:lsti hmc mikit hundraé fotala ngt ok erhann grmc Fgrlr Qndvcgl ssulum, l:>a ,
Fann ]'hann Hut smn, sem honum var Fgrlr Sagt F’a maelti lng:mundr J,]:’at'_ —
CF l:>o satt at sc'r;g_]a, at Clgl ma vré stPunum 5Poma, en i')o skal nu 2 l:actta e
_goéan }mg legg a. acr SJB skal heita at HOFI Mcnn ]ngimunclar s‘cipuéu | : '_ _
sér um daimn olc to‘(u bustaéu at hans raé: F’ctta haust varu :slqg mﬂql =
"-olc er mcnn gengu A lsana, ]:>a Funclu menn bn‘nu cina ok med ]’lCnnl huna
tva. lnglrmmdr var i }:acm ferd o|< ]cvaé I:aai: Hunavatn heita skﬂlclu} ~Ch=
fi Qrér sa, ﬁ!’ﬂ@ll‘ a“r af votnum, hann skal hcﬁza Vatnaﬁqrar i ]:_Ptlr |:>af. for -
_ Ijnglmunc[r heim Hann setti saman v1r6u|1gt l:m ok gcr&sk bratt 5F1rm36r:-
' :Vatnsefa:la ok }aeflra sveita, er nala:gstar VAaru; }lann Atti mart gangancla fe, e
= _ bméi naut c:l( saudi o‘< annan busma[a s -
| lngimundrgc‘d( inn i hofit anr ok cigi finnr hann rrcn Hraisn Hcgpr inn = :
T hO’Flf med sverdit. ]ngimunar sncnsk vid honum @k ma:lt: ”Elgl er ]::at s:ér:ﬂ
 at bcra vapn i ho{:ﬂ: c‘( muntu vc;r;-j':?a;'-mcjynr goc’ba rc:éu o‘c er s[ |d: of:aert nema -
_ bactr komi fram. « Hra:_':_";f'. |
=  _- @‘( ef ck hefi rmsggr‘tl qugum 56r'um, taa a:tla ek l:aai: rad, at l:m gc;rlr um, l:a\n at_i |
1:>u ert |<a| aér sannsgrm maér “ ]nglmundr ](vas laat va:nhgt tll bota Al l'lann___'_'_ji:_ = {
== _ ..sasmér goém, en [ct Isaat hclzt at Juga, at hann g&r& c1g1 at s_jaIFw Ja 5mum, =

svarar: ,,H (ois hc*F]r l:’au Iengi um sf-‘:,trt @l( rad tl sett, fq

__.”oic IE)VI mun f’:lgl Jaan:kr”a anr van hcmcnclanna,“ — ok kvad l:aat sannhga&t, a*t'__: _
= _hann ga:f_jf**:svaréit i va[d hans, t::v: at ha nn lﬁz]( c:tga olc t::vi at stjcarr;a, ﬂk m%a = £ '
o v rm;: g@éanna Hrafn kvad hann mikit F& annat aF sér hafa g @i""}j.ﬁat_é,gr-'f E
Da":ttl honum |Dat bctra, ,,Q]( mun IDér annat stormannllgar fara.® Hann Fcpr__- -
= _".;a brott um sumarit ok er or bcss: sqgu Pr::tta svcré attu laclrfcégar:, m_;-':_—fi_-_'__-én:;__:_.'_'- | ~ _ ' .

| _I)le' lncéu ok kgﬂuéu ,Zf_ttarbanga =

== '. | _f:__'__ {‘.f;-:_:;-:,amsgmasaga, iFV]]l 13[5 +1a+2. 48 +9)

Upplysingar

| Landnamabodk og Vatnsdaela sogu greinir fra landnami
Ingimundar gamla, en par segir ad hann hafi numid Vatnsdal
allan fyrir ofan Helgavatn og Urdarvatn. Ingimundur var vinur
og bandamadur Haraldar konungs harfagra (um 850-933) og
bardist med honum i hinni miklu orrustu i Hafursfirdi i Noregi.
Eftir bardagann féekk konungur Ingimundi gott kvonfang,
Vigdisi, dottur Poris jarls pegjanda. Brodir boris var Gongu-
Hrolfur sem redist med vikingaher inn i Frakkland og gerdist
jarl yfir landsveedi pvi sem fékk nafnid Nordmandi. Afkomandi
Gongu-Hrolfs var Vilhjalmur sigursaeli sem lagdi undir sig
England arid 1066. Ingimundur byggdi bae sinn ad Hofi ad
tilvisan gudsins Freys og a pad ad hafa gerst i kringum
aldamotin 900. Hof vard hofudbdl peirra Vatnsdaelagoda fram
ad dauda borkels kroflu um 1030. Ingimundur sotti ser
husavid til Noregs ,pvi at hann kvazk vel vilja sitja bae sinn ok
kvazk veenta, at Haraldr konungr myndi honum vel taka.”
Faerdi Ingimundur konungi hvitabirni ad gjof en konungur gaf
a moti skipid Stiganda med vidarfarmi.

Upp og nordur undan baenum er allmikil haed sem enn i dag
gengur undir heitinu Godholl. Umhverfis holinn vottar fyrir
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fornum garélogum og motar nokkud glogglega fyrir peim
ad austan, nordan og vestan. Efst a holnum sest ad par
hefur bygging stadid, en veggir eru sokknir og
iligreinanlegir. Talid hefur verid ad par hafi Ingimundur
reist hof sitt ,hundrad fota langt” og ad girdingarnar hafi
verid reistar umhverfis. Minjarnar voru fridlystar sem
,hofgirdingar” af pjodminjaveroi arid 1931. Sumarid 2006
for fram litilshattar fornleifakonnun a stadnum pegar snid i
gegnum girdinguna var rannsakad. Ljost er ad gardurinn
var hladinn eftir Heklugos arid 1104 og verdur pvi ekkKi
tengdur vid hofbyggingu fra 10. old. Ma vera ad
girdingarnar séu forn akurgerdi. A hdlnum eru leifar mun
yngra fjarhuss en minjar efst a holnum parfnast frekari
rannsoknar. Vid framkveemdir a Hofi sumarid 2009 var
ollum ad évorum komid nidur a fornan kirkjugard nordan
vid ibudarhusid. Er ljost ad grafirnar eru ur frumkristni i
andinu, eda fra 11. old. Kemur pad heim og saman vid ord
pordarbokar Landnamu par sem segqir: ,pa tok Porkell
krafla] skirn ok allir Vatnsdaelir. Hann Iét kirkju gera at Hof
ok veitti par gropt ollum pingmonnum sinum.”

Ljosmynd: Loftmyndir ehf.
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Historical Notes

According to the Book of Settlements and Vatnsdeela Saga,
Ingimundur “the Aged” was the first settler of the Vatnsdalur
valley above the Helgavatn and Urdarvatn lakes. Ingimundur
was an ally and liegeman of King Harald Fairhair of Norway (c.
850-933) and fought alongside him in the battle of Hafrsfjord.
After the battle the king arranged a good marriage for
Ingimundur, to Vigdis, daughter of Earl Porir the Silent, whose
brother Hrolfur (Rollo) invaded northern France to establish
the principality of Normandy (“land of the Northmen™). In 1066
Rollo's descendant Willam the Conqueror became King of
England after winning the Battle of Hastings. Around 900 AD,
guided by the Norse god Freyr, Ingimundur made his home at
Hof (=Temple), which was the manor of the Vatnsdalur
chieftains until about 1030. Ingimundur went to Norway to
fetch timber to build his home, “for he said that he wished to
live in fine style, and said that he expected King Harald to give
him a warm welcome.” Ingimundur presented the king with a
polar bear (a rare and coveted gift), and Harald reciprocated
by giving him an outstanding ship, Stigandi (High Stepper),
and a cargo of timber.
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North of the farmhouse is a hill known as Godhdll (God Hillock),
where traces of old wall structures are visible. On the top of the
hillock are indistinct traces of a building; the presumption has been
that this is where Ingimundur built his temple, “a hundred feet long,”
with enclosing walls around it. In 1931 the place, described as
“temple enclosures,” was listed as a heritage site. A small-scale
archaeological investigation took place in 2006, when a section
was cut through the enclosure wall. From tephrochronology it is
clear that the wall was built after the eruption of Mt. Hekla in 1104,
and is thus unrelated to a temple built in the 10th century. The
structures may be old field walls. The building traces at the top of
the hill require further research. During construction work at Hof in
the summer of 2009, excavations uncovered a previously-unknown
ancient churchyard to the north of the farmhouse. The graves date
from the early Christian period in Iceland after 1000 AD. This is
consistent with the Pordarbok version of the Book of Settlements,
which states: “then Porkell [krafla] was - s

baptised, and all the people of Vatndalur. He /{ 4
had a church built at Hof, and granted burial veZﬁmm
there to all his liegemen.”
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